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Each of our Houses has a 
resident House Master or House 
Mistress, usually with a spouse 
but not always; sometimes with 
children of their own, but not 
always; sometimes with a dog 
but not always; and – always – a 
matron. They are all trained in 
safeguarding issues and know 
the best way to pass on concerns 
so that they are dealt with 
quickly and sensitively. Boarding 
schools in particular have a 
serious responsibility in their 
role in loco parentis.

Each of our Houses also has 
an Assistant House Master or 
House Mistress who is usually 
a resident tutor. Let’s not 
forget that pupils are at school 
to learn. I’m particularly keen 
on this as an ingredient of the 
House staff composition as it 
shows the pupils that the man 
or woman in front of them as an 
authoritative Latin teacher by 
day is the relaxed, friendly and 
approachable person watching 
television and having supper 
with them in the evening. And 
sometimes it’s easier to talk to 
him or her about any school 
difficulties in the House than 
during class. 

A co-educational boarding 
school has the time to offer 
all kinds of extra-curricular 
opportunities for their pupils 
so that, after the rigours of 
the classroom, boys and girls 
can enjoy together a range of 
activities – singing, acting, 
debating, going on school trips, 
working together in the art and 
design rooms, playing tennis, 
painting scenery.  

Parents are more demanding 
than they used to be. Quite 
right, too. They want to know 
what they’re getting for their 

fees and they want frequent 
contact with their children and 
the school. This is particularly 
true of parents serving in 
the Armed Forces who move 
around a great deal, often to 
dangerous places, and for whom 
continuity for their children is 
important. I am keenly aware 
that when Service children read 
the newspapers or watch the 
television news, they will be 
reacting to developments in 
a much more personal way. It 
is so important that at school 
they feel secure, cared for and 

trusting of the people around 
them. 

All parents whose children are 
at boarding schools want to be 
reassured that their children are 
safe; learning to grow up with 
confidence; taking advantage 
of all the extra-curricular 
opportunities that a boarding 
school has to offer; being taught 
by inspirational teachers; 
having fun; and making lifelong 
friendships with girls and with 
boys. Co-educational boarding 
schools can and should do all 
that. n
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