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The Lent term, the busiest, with 13 weeks
of hard work filled with Inter – house events.
Highlights include House Football, Challenge
and the Crick and Barby.



On Sunday 20th March around 200 pupils took
to Rugby’s cross country courses. The upper
school ran the Crick (10 miles) whilst the
juniors ran the Barby (6.5 miles). The Crick is
one of the oldest cross-country runs in the UK
with the earliest recorded runs being in the
early 1800s. Whitelaw ran well in both events
with Ed Gable coming 3rd in the Crick with a
really fast time of 01:11:29. Callum McGuinness
came 10th with a fast time of 01:15:36 and
Griffin Shelton came in at 15th. James Binks,
Freddy Houlker, Ed Kendell, Harry Kendell,
Tom Ireland-Life and Alex Wilson also ran in
the Crick. Less people entered into the Barby
but both entrants, Marcus Richards and Xavier
Christopher, achieved good times.



Did you know?

The Crick and Barby record is held by 
Ben Sutherland, whom is of course a 
member of the Whitelaw alumni, (in fact 
an ex Head of House) Ben broke both 
the Barby and the Crick times every 
time he ran it.

Ben is currently in the United States 
training whilst studying at Browne 

university.



House Outing

On Sunday 28th February many Whitelaw pupils
took to the Ricoh Arena to watch a top of the
table clash between our local Wasps and
Harlequins. To our great relief the rain clouds were
not making an appearance, and the sun beamed
down on an immaculate pitch. After the obligatory
hot chocolate and a snack, we headed up to our
seats. Sat on the south side of the stadium we
were treated to a wonderful view.

The game itself was a wonderful spectacle. The
Wasps treated us to yet another strong home
performance, and the afternoon started as it
meant to go on with Wasps taking an early lead
through veteran prop Cooper-Woolley, before
adding 2 more brilliant tries, going into half time at
21-5.



A half time leg stretch and refreshment was in order 

as more coffees, hot chocolates and burgers and were 

consumed.  Previously we had been entertained by an 

impromptu appearance of a male streaker running 

across the pitch with a selfie stick (his phone that is)!

Fortunately he was too far away for us to be 

offended.

The second half started with a period of Harlequins 

dominance with Charlie Walker's try creating a nervy 

few minutes for Wasps with the lead cut to 11 points, 

but another fine passing move and some quick feet 

from the young talent Christian Wade put Young in for 

the bonus point try and Siale Piutau beat three 

defenders to make sure of the win.  

After this we headed to the bus for a short journey 

back to house. Thanks must be given to Kathy who 

booked and organized the day and to everyone who 

came along to support the mighty Wasps.  

The good omen for the Wasps from Whitelaw 

continued, and look forward to a return visit in the 

not so distant future!



House Entertainment



On a day when much was expected from the Whitelaw 
participants, it was to our great relief that they didn’t 
disappoint. Staged in the OBS a spellbinding session of mass 
talent was performed. Parents, teachers and Whitelaw pupils 
were treated to a smorgasbord of skits, speeches and 
musical performances from a variety of comedy genres. Many 
thanks must be paid to all who were involved and also to the 
organisers of the day. Griffin Shelton took it upon himself 
to organise the morning and with a little help from Mr Evans, 
they managed to create a day which was enjoyed by all.

First up was a musical introduction given by the very talented 
duo of Rob Brown and John Tsui, which set up the great 
occasion nicely. Shortly after, our Head of House Karim 
Sabapathy gave an introduction to the day’s events and Mr
Evans put the troops into action.
The first ‘Skit’ of the day was performed by Griffin Shelton 
and Charles Davison, taking on Stephen Fry and Hugh 
Laurie’s ‘The Headmaster and the pupil’. This performance 
drew many laughs from an excitable crowd. Griffin played 
the role wonderfully and showed the dramatic talents, which 
we have seen in previous school plays. He brought out the 
humour through much use of irony and sarcasm; holding an 
exasperated tone throughout. The role of the pupil was 
played out very fastidiously by Charlie who kept very closely 
to the original character originally played by Hugh Laurie.



Following on was Monty Python’s ‘The Four Yorkshiremen’
sketch which brought together the lively lads: Tom
Ireland-Life, Harry Kesterton, Ed Hawksworth and Matt
Gill. This was a hilarious remake of the famous sketch and
the boys portrayed the friends to great effect, even
though they had questionable accents. Tom in particular,
must be commended on his accent which was a mix between
his deep Welsh roots and the southeast of Asia! Harry
brought an interesting Geordie accent to the occasion while
Ed managed to play out the Yorkshire accent with great
aplomb. Matt, on the other hand, was very believable as he
kept true to his usual northern self to deliver a great
performance.

The third Sketch of the day brought an excellent
enactment of Mitchell and Webb’s ‘Kill The Poor’. This was
brought to us by the Trio of Tom Hardwick, Harry
Kesterton and Haru Nagato-Apthorp. It was a super
performance from the 3 in which they adopted the
characters given very well. Tom was his normal loud and
confident self, while Harry brought much humour out of his
character and along with this came Haru who performed his
lines and character impeccably and it must be said that this
sketch did not disappoint us for its humour.



Following we were treated to a second faultless and hilarious 
performance of the day from Matt Gill. He recitation of 
‘Pismonunciation’ left the crowd in hoots of laughter, and 
showed off his ability to negotiate a variety of tongue 
twisters to great effect.

The Fifth sketch of the day saw Ed Hawksworth and Griffin 

Shelton take on The Two Ronnies’ ‘Mastermind’. This was 

another piece organised and delivered from Griffin, and with a 

steady helping hand they were able to provide more ‘comedy 

gold’ for the crowd. Both boys performed their lines without 

fault, passing the questions on to our very own Paul Teeton, 

and adding an extra Whitelaw twist towards the end.

Our very own musical talents Rob Brown and John Tsui were up 

next and provided us with a fantastic rendition of ‘Heart of 

Gold’ by Neil Young. Rob and John have been playing together 

throughout their Rugby School careers and just as they did last 

year, they managed to amaze us again by playing a perfect 

delivery of the 2006 classic. They were joined by a 

spontaneous performance from Tom Ireland Life and Hector 

Hilleary, singing along, a rather awful rendition it must be 

said, but encapsulating what Whitelaw is about, the willingness 

to get involved in everything together. The event was brought 

a perfect end with Michael Fuxman singing an Elvis classic 

which brought the House down and earned him a great deal of 

respect. Bring on next year!



House debating is an example of an inter-house
competition that Whitelaw has excelled in during
this year, with debating topics for the Juniors,
such as “This house would not vote for Donald
Trump” and “This house would demolish the Jungle
in Calais”, comprehensive arguments were put
forward by Will Hawksworth, Dom Cahill and
Husnain Choundhary on the respective issues.
Unlike last year, Whitelaw reached the final of
Junior debating where the House’s skills on the
subject were put to the test.

Despite losing out to Southfield, the standard of
debating in the final and throughout the
competition was extremely high and the house has
built on its position in the competition from last
year. Another feature this year has been the
increased levels of support from the boys,
perhaps a factor behind Whitelaw’s success in this
years competition.

House Debating 



Senior Debating
Suits on, top button done up, shirts tucked in. The 

first round saw the Whitelaw bravo pair, Karim 

Sabapathy and Ed Gable, take the stand in order to 

propose the motion - ‘Europe would be better off 

without the UK’. Although, we did not win the 

argument, our efforts deemed us to be the best pair 

amongst stiff opposition!

The adjudicator wrote -

‘Karim and Ed were a great double act, mixing 

accuracy and research with charm, flair, bravura, 

and occasionally bold double-think.

The final however, was not so much like a fairytale.

Karim having been struck by illness, left a script for 

James Hudson to act his way through. 'This House 

believes that Hillary Clinton should be the next 

President of the United States.’ We won the 

argument but lost the spotlight to School Field who 

had shown key articulacy in presenting their 

argument.

No shame - Whitelaw have proven themselves once 

again to be academically savvy in demonstrating 

itself in clever but witty fashion.



House Challenge



The House Challenge is an inter house competition

that Whitelaw has traditionally been strong in.

Throughout this term the House Challenge has been 
taking place and the foursome of Karim Sabapathy, 
Feyi Awofala, Ed Parker and younger brother Alex 
have taken the competition by storm. In the first round 
all competitors played their part and breezed past a 
Griffin house team. Next up on the agenda was Cotton 
House who were dismantled by Karim and his men. Town 
house looked to be a stronger test and were in contact 
with the Whitelaw score before Ed Parker left it late 
to pull out the big guns and answer some crucial 
questions which catapulted Whitelaw comfortably 
across the line. 
In the final, we had the clash of the Titans. Whitelaw 
were faced with last years’ champions, Kilbracken. 
Unfortunately, Whitelaw were comfortably defeated at 
the feet of Hugh Campbell, an extraordinary 
performance! The boys must be commended for their 
efforts and they had put together a very strong 
campaign and hopefully with Ed Parker at the helm, we 
can go one step further next year!

Long live Edward Parker, the King. He truly is the master 

of quizmasters. Go see him!



House Football



Notable Achievements
The spotlight must be placed on some notable achievements for 
this term which deserve particular mention. Whitelaw is known for 
its esteemed academic and sporting prowess and this cannot be 
ignored from this, the most recent instalment of the famous 
Whitelaw Waffler.

First I must report on the success of Michael Fuxman, who has 
always been an excellent musician and singer, who won the Musical 
Theatre competition with his sister, who is also reknowned for her 
musical talent. 

In Whitelaw we also have 2 further fantastic musicians in Rob 
Brown and John Tsui, who both won prizes at the schools yearly 
Rock and Pop competition. Special mention must also go to Paul 
Tsui, who also won the Junior version of this same event! Come on 
the Tsui’s!

Onto academic matters and we move to the D block with Ed 
Parker, one of our outstanding academics. This term he has 
received 2 distinctions, one of the highest honours for academic 
excellence within the school. There have also been distinctions 
awarded to Griffin Shelton, Alex Parker and Husnain Choudhary
for their endeavours in the disciplines of History and English. 
James Hudson has kept up the tradition of phenomenal Whitelaw 
Drama students intact, as he achieved an A grade for his A2 drama 
piece on Anorexia. There is further talent emerging lower down 
too, through the efforts of Dom Cahill, Buruk Amanuel and 
Charlie Hudson!



Following on from last term with rugby football, Tom Hardwick, 
Tom Ireland-Life and Matt Gill were successful winners in the 
Plate of the Rugby 7’s competition held at Oakham. This involved 
a comprehensive win in the final with the Whitelaw seniors 
putting on a great show. The former also featured in the 
successful team that made the last 16 in the prestigious Rosslyn 
Park sevens, a feat that has not been matched for nearly 10 
years by the school at this level. 

In the juniors, our F block boys of Xav Christopher, Robin 
Hardwick and Freddie Clayton continued on from an excellent 
season in the junior 7’s competition and finished a very 
respectable 3rd position in their respective competition – well 
done the lads!

Generally speaking, during this term the house has been well 
represented across a range of different sports, but football 
featuring prominently; Matt Gill and Ed Gable playing for the 1st

XI , Ollie Bacon representing the 2nd XI and many others making 
up the teams below. There has been a sprinkling of involvement 
from the Whitelaw pupils within the hockey club, with the A’s 
being represented by Freddie Clayton, Marcus and Freddie 
Whitelaw and Hector Hilleary adding much value to the U16 A 
team. Unusually, there has been an obvious Whitelaw presence in 
Basketball this term – shame there is no house cup yet for that 
sport! Ed Kendell must not escape without mention, as he won 
the epee most recently have missed out in the foil competition 
by a single point – we want the Captain’s Sword in our dining room 
next year Ed!



Crick and Barby



The Crick and Barby runs dominated the last Sunday of term 
and this involved much interest from those in Whitelaw. For the 
Barby we had 2 competitors (Xav and Marcus) and in the Crick 
we had a number which included Freddie Houlker, Alex Wilson, 
Tom Ireland-Life, James Binks and Harry Kendell. Ed Gable 
must be commended for his 3rd place and Callum McGuinness 
for finishing 10th in the whole race. Luckily, Ben Sutherland’s 
course record remains intact. 

Congratulations also to Tom Hardwick for being selected for 
the England U17 squad for matches against Italy and France. He 
has also made the Leicester 2nd team, playing in the A League 
which is a great achievement for someone at his tender age.

Tom Hardwick on the left accompanied by his older brother. 



Overall the term has been productive for the 

house. Whether it’d be in inter - house sport or 

other events such as the Debating, the Whitelaw 

brand has established itself as a serious 

competitor amongst other houses in Rugby 

School.

Whitelaw boys love to rally themselves to support 

the cause and the opportunity to get involved 

remains embedded in the house. The life of the 

Whitelaw supporter is somewhat equal in 

importance to the candidate performing. 

Together, they show the team spirit.

Despite the exams that lie ahead, you can rest 

assured that the house will continue to serve in 

the relief of the pressures of school life. Although 

the exams are important its not the end of the 

world. There is much more to life in Whitelaw 

than just passing your exams, or that is at least 

the excuse!

From Heads of houses

Karim Sabapathy and Matt Gill



We look forward to seeing all Whitelaw pupils back in 

the summer term for more success, but for now 

enjoy a well earned Easter break!

Editor’s Footnote – Special thanks must go to the following for 

making the Waffler happen

Tris A-Jones for writing most of the articles

Hector Hilleary for the photos


