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House Entertainment
Let’s kick off this edition of the Waffler with the House 
Entertainment event from the end of January. This years’ 
performances included musical showcases, dance spectaculars 
and a cinematic masterpiece produced by our very own Hector 
Hilleary and Charlie Hudson. The highlight was of course the 
impromptu dance performance to Beyoncé's hit ‘All the single 
ladies’ by XX members Yaade and Nick. The performance was 
made all the more spectacular with the late addition of F blocker 
Isaiah, after main man Kyle Arrowsmith (Dom) sustained his 
1,556th injury of the year with a broken foot. (see later)

Yaade proving that he is every girls best friend …. and nothing 
more!



Nick trying to 
serenading the 
audience. 

Ben PP sings ‘Fly me to the moon’ – perhaps it was a request to Higgins?



Co-curricular
In this section, we would like to pick out some of the extra 
activities that the Whitelaw men get up to in their spare time, 
starting with Thomas Spruce below, who spends much of his free 
time collecting ‘selfies’ with his rugby heroes – what happened to 
autographs?



Yaade appeared in the Times newspaper for his community work 
at Rainsbrook Youth Detention Centre. You’d think being the only 
boy in this group would be a real treat for him. 



Many of the Whitelaw men have enjoyed CCF and D of E this 
term, with Marcus and Jonny completing their silver award 
practice over the Easter break. The photo above captures Justin 
Taylaur on Activities day, having been inspired by the military 
success of Cpt Higgins who is in the XX.



Editor’s comment –

Here’s a photo that slipped off last terms Waffler. 
Sadi loves nothing more than a bit of zorbing in his free time -
the only problem is though, is that no-one else in Whitelaw is  
interested. Maybe when the weather gets better, Sadi?



The recent Career’s Convention was a huge success – looks can be 
very deceiving as these photos of some selected Whitelaw men 
might suggest!



The exams are approaching, and many of the boys have been 
using the TRR for their revision. However, these characters from 
Whitelaw have branched out into other directions – Hector has 
apparently taken up cartooning, and Buruk has joined the Harry 
Potter Appreciation Society!



Meanwhile, 
Dom has 
become a 
really big 
fan of 
Casualty!



As is now tradition in Whitelaw, we have 
experienced our fair share of sporting success this 
term, ranging from the mundane to the supreme.

The term started with the Inter-House cross country 
race, where 76% of the House was represented in 

the races and the following deserve mention –

Will Davison came 7th in the F block race

Misha and Raphe were in the top 20 for the F block

Whitelaw came 3rd in the F block race

Jethro and Lucas came in the top 20 for the E block

Ben Holland was 18th overall in the upper school and 
came 6th in the year

Well done to all those who performed, and there 
will be further mention of the dozen or so runners 
who will take part in the Barby and Crick runs after 
Easter (they were postponed due to the inclement 

weather). 

Sporting Success



Starting with football (sorry, soccer), congratulations to 
Nick for representing the 1st XI this term – here he is on 
pre-season at St George’s Park! 



Buruk playing in the 2nd XI, a team for whom he 
won the goal of the season award.



Pat ‘the cat’ Grady, who played in goal for the unbeaten 16A soccer 
team – in action for the House below, whilst others look on!



Can you believe that these 
basketball skills secured our 
HoH a starting position in 
the first team this season!

The photo below is of our House hockey team – no we did not win 
a game!
Congratulations to Hector and Marcus who secured regular starting 
positions for the 1st XI, who had a reasonably successful season.



On top of the regular commitments the boys make 
to the school fixture programme, we would like to 
commend the following on their achievements –

Xav trialed in rugby for the Scottish Exiles, and has 
attended Wasps Academy training 

5 Whitelaw men have trained and played for the 
schools’ 7’s team, who recently performed at 

Rosslyn Park: Ben Holland, Rob Hardwick, Johnny 
Law, Ben Poole-Phillips and Archie Offer.

Ben Poole Phillips made it into the final selection 
group for the Wales U18 rugby team 

(and there is more to follow, read on…)

Sporting Excellence



Congratulations to Alex Parker (top right) who has 
played all season for the U16A hockey team that has 
made it to the National finals later this year.

Sporting Excellence



Sporting Excellence

This is Jacob Bethell, one of our F block, who plays and 
trains with the Midlands Academy from Edgbaston, and 
left for Easter early to play in a cricket tournament in the 
West Indies. He will feature in many more Wafflers in the 
future, so look out for his name!



Sporting Excellence

Meet Jonny Law, scrum half for the Leics Tigers, who 
became Academy champions at the Allianz Arena most 
recently – yes T Spruce did get a selfie with him!



Sporting Excellence

Xav Christopher 
who will play in 
the National 
Fives 
competition over 
the Easter 
holidays.

Rob Hardwick who 
played rugby for Leics 
Academy versus 
Gloucs most recently 
– here he shares a 
joke with his weights 
coach!



House Competitions
For the third year 
in a row, we make 
the House 
Challenge final, 
under the 
captaincy of Ed 
Parker (he’s one of 
our own!).

Despite SH having 
the Head of school 
elect on their 
team, they were 
no match for 
Whitelaw, who 
romped home to 
retain the cup –
almost smashing 
through the 500 
point barrier – the 
bois!



House Competitions

Yes, it is the House football team, and below, Kartik Kumra, 
formerly of the Barcelona Academy, puts the squad through 
their paces.



House Hockey – (see page 17 
for the team), but here is the 
inimitable  ‘Davo’, who made 
some improvised shin pads by 
using copies of The Week 
magazine.
Genius!

Buruk and Pat 
phoning for 
assistance 
during the 
House football.



House Outings

Here we are at the 
Ricoh Arena to watch 
England U20 versus 
Ireland U20.
Pre match warm up 
was the equivalent 
women’s match –
look how excited 
Marcus is!

Spruce hasn’t started 
the chanting yet in this 
photo.

Photo teaser –
Can you spot the  
‘Whitelaw wags’ in this 
picture?



Whitelaw Alumni
Here is Tom Hardwick 
(W 2015-17) with our 
own Archie Gibbs. 
Tom kicked 13 points 
as England beat 
Ireland 48-15, which 
was witnessed by all 
from Whitelaw.

Here’s Karim, our HoH from 
2015-16, who came for lunch 
this term to check up on the 
boys. It was great to catch up 
with him and we look 
forward to further visits in 
the future.



Well, that’s the end of this Edition of the Waffler….tune in 
next term for further exploits by the men of Whitelaw. 

Wave goodbye , Yaade……..
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