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Rugby has been exporting its values and practices for ages past. The 
impact of Thomas Arnold was such that many of his assistant masters 
went forth and multiplied the number of public schools in England. 
The first four heads at Haileybury were Old Rugbeians; Percival was 
the first headmaster at Clifton, before returning to become head at 
Rugby; Cotton would be headmaster at Marlborough.

The game of Rugby football, famously founded in 1823 by William 
Webb Ellis ‘who with a fine disregard for the rules of football as 
played in his time first took the ball in his arms and ran with it’, has 
spread around the world, again, thanks largely to ORs in the 19th 
century. New Zealand attributes the arrival of rugby variously to 
WF Neilson and RJS Harman, while HV Ellis as headmaster of Hilton 
College did much to promote the game in Natal. Richard Sykes, a 
successful businessman in the United States (founding no fewer than 
five towns), is credited with taking the game across the Atlantic, 
which evolved into Gridiron. TW Wills, son of an Australian farmer, 
founded the Melbourne Football Club to keep his cricketers fit 
during the winter months; the result was the Australian Rules game. 

But Rugby, of course, is more than a game. Generations of 
Rugbeians have absorbed the School’s spirit of service so well that 
they have gone on from Rugby to do voluntary service overseas. 
Indeed the founder of VSO, Alec Dickson, was a Rugbeian and 
VSO began in 1958 when he and his wife Mora sent 16 British 
volunteers to Borneo in response to a letter from the Bishop of 
Portsmouth asking for people to teach English. Alec also founded 
the Community Service Volunteers, whose spirit is still enshrined 
in the School’s Community Action programme, whereby pupils 
offer some weekly service in the community, from helping in local 
primary schools and visiting the old folk of Rugby to… teaching 
young offenders to read English. 

Other Old Rugbeians have encouraged the travels of new 
Rugbeians by establishing funds for useful GAP years, notably the 
Dewar-Pilkington Travel Awards. Michael Bruce Urquhart Dewar 
(SH 1900-1905) gave money in memory of his son John (SH 1930-
1935), who was killed in action in 1941, so that ‘the recipient 
might travel widely and enhance their understanding of other 
cultures’. Roger Windle Pilkington (W 1928-1933) and his wife 
Miriam founded the Pilkington Trust in 1970 for ‘young people 
undertaking projects abroad which increase their awareness of 
other cultures and ways of living and help them understand social 
projects outside their own environment’.

Which brings us to the substance of this issue – the myriad trips, 
tours, expeditions and exchanges that current Rugbeians undertake 
as part of their wider education, some organised by academic 

departments to complement classroom activity, others offered 
simply as exciting opportunities to the enterprising individual. 
The guiding principle might be that of the Head of Geography: 
‘Of course, we try our best to travel the world without leaving the 
classroom, but this is like trying to study science without doing 
any practicals or explosions.’ On the contrary, ‘the power of art to 
inspire a personal and emotional reaction as we stand in front of it 
cannot be underestimated’ (History of Art). Nor can ‘the impact of 
standing in the middle of the Colosseum like the gladiators or at 
the foot of Delphi like the pilgrims consulting the oracle’ (Classics). 
The trip to Montpellier ‘proved how learning outside the classroom 
is a vital part of speaking a language’, while at La Cité des Sciences 
et de l’Industrie in Paris, ‘the exhibits were very hands-on, which 
helped us understand them more’ (Modern Languages). 

Certainly, fun is a vital ingredient and one can seldom ‘hold koalas 
and pet kangaroos and see the biggest crocodile imaginable, spend 
the day swimming, seeing reef sharks and turtles almost within 
touching distance’ (Hockey and Netball Tour to Australia). But it’s 
also important to ‘take pupils out of their comfort zone. It develops 
in pupils a deeper appreciation of the many benefits we take for 
granted and also prompts them to ask questions’ (Adventure 
Expeditions to Africa and America). Nowhere more than at certain 
key sites of 20th century history: ‘we all leave with different emotions, 
but none of us is quite the same again’ (History).

Such excursions constitute a ‘series of encounters that will live 
long in the memory’ (Art and Design in New York City) and, being 
remembered, change us. The effects of first-hand experience, 
like the sound of the Chapel Boomer, continue to reverberate 
throughout our lives. When it comes to education, the whole point 
is the whole person.

Dr Jonathan Smith 
Editor

WELCOME TO THE SUMMER ISSUE OF THE BOOMER WHICH CELEBRATES, FOR ONCE,  
NOT WHAT IS GOING ON IN RUGBY, BUT WHAT RUGBEIANS ARE GETTING UP TO IN  
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Rugbeians were very able and persuasive ambassadors for 
their old school game. They went out from Rugby to be vicars, 
teachers, governors, soldiers, civil servants or adventurers. 'Rugby' 
football found its way to all corners of Britain, the Empire and a 
few surprising places besides. Furthermore, future Head Masters 
and assistant masters moved on from Rugby and took our version 
of football with them. The football games at Marlborough, 
Clifton, Haileybury, Wellington, Fettes, Cheltenham and Sedbergh 
all came under the direct influence of Rugby. The first four Head 
Masters at Haileybury were ORs. Percival was the first Head 
Master at Clifton, before returning to become Head 
at Rugby. Cotton would be Head Master at 
Marlborough.

HV Ellis (OR) as Head Master of 
Hilton College at the end of the 
nineteenth century did much 
to promote the game in 
Natal. WF Neilson, who left 
Rugby in 1868, captained 
Canterbury. NZRU gives 
the introduction of football 
as 1870 at Nelson, but 
Christchurch Football Club, 
on their website, claims 
that they are the oldest, 
founded in 1863, and that 
the game was brought to 
them by RJS Harman (SH 
1842-46).

TW Wills, son of an Australian 
farmer, was sent to Rugby. A pioneer 
of cricket in Australia, he founded the 
Melbourne Football Club (1859), to keep his 
cricketers in training during the winter months, 
and the result was the Australian Rules game. Old Rugbeians in 
India were very keen to see the game played but it never caught 
on. Sir Alexander Arbuthnot (Town 1832-41) kicked off in the 
1839 Queen Adelaide match. He introduced the Rugby rules to 
Haileybury, and when out in India found it impossible to continue 
playing his old school game, and so he founded the Madras 
Cricket Club in 1846 (still one of the premier clubs in India).

The Calcutta Football Club was founded in January 1873. One 
of the founders was George Henry Reeves Hart, a School House 
(1861-65) OR. In 1877 the club closed and the funds, all in silver 
rupees, were withdrawn from the bank. They were melted down 
and made into the Calcutta Cup, competed for each year by 
England and Scotland, and it was presented to the RFU in 1878.

In 1867 or very early 1868, George Hamilton arrived in Yokohama, 
and in around 1870, Evan James Fraser, another OR arrived. These 

two ORs deserve recognition for leading the development of rugby 
in Japan in the 1870s. 

England's kit came direct from the school, as did the international 
cap, presented to a country’s top sportsmen and women.

Trinity College, Dublin, cradle of Irish football, adopted Rugby's 
rules in 1854. Arthur Pell introduced the game to Cambridge as 
early as 1839. Richard Sykes formed the Manchester Club in 1860, 

and was Captain for seven years. Three years earlier Sykes was 
invited by another OR (Mather) to join a team to 

play 'the World'; in fact players from Liverpool. 
Sykes brought the ball up from Rugby. 

No one remembers the score, but at 
the end of the match, the Liverpool 

Football Club was formed (now 
the Liverpool St Helens Rugby 

Football Club). Sykes was a 
very successful businessman 
in the States, founding no 
fewer than five towns. He 
is credited with taking the 
game across the Atlantic, 
which contributed to the 
evolution of Gridiron. 
Harvard and Montreal’s 
McGill University played 

in the first recorded rugby 
game on American soil in 

1874, and 26 years later, rugby 
was included as an Olympic sport.

St. David’s, Lampeter, has been 
described as the birthplace of Welsh 

football. Rev Rowland Williams (OR) arrived 
there from Cambridge as Vice-President in 1850. 

William Yalden Nevill (SH, 1860s) was one of the founders of 
Llanelli. Also John Henry Rogers, son of Mrs George Rogers of 
Hillmorton Road in Rugby, who entered Rugby School in August 
1863, aged 14 (Town), later went on to become a founder and 
captain of Llanelli. William Phillips (Burrows/Michell, 1860s) helped 
CH Newman to found the Newport Club in 1874.

In 1871 the Rugby Football Union was formed. It was helpful that 
the rules sub¬committee consisted of three Old Rugbeians. The 
other committee was established to select England's team to take 
on Scotland in the very first International in Edinburgh. Ten of 
the England XX were Old Rugbeians and in the team photograph 
many are wearing their House 'caps'. England lost.

David Ray 
Master in charge of Rugby Football 1978-2009
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4 BILLION VIEWERS WATCH RUGBY 
SCHOOL STAR IN WORLD CUP  
OPENING CEREMONY

Rugby School reached across the globe 
when it featured in the Rugby World Cup 
Opening Ceremony at Twickenham on  
18 September.
 The top independent school and 
birthplace of the game soared into the 
spotlight with film footage capturing its 
historic buildings and the School’s main 
playing field – the Close – where William 
Webb Ellis, a schoolboy in 1823, famously 
broke the rules of football and ran with  
the ball.
 The secret days of filming in June saw 
a state-of-the art drone, equipped with 
a camera, flying through the School's 
ancient cloisters and quads to capture a re-
enactment of the moment when the game 
of rugby as we now know it began.
 Historic school buildings were 
converted into wardrobe and make-
up studios, while classrooms were 
commandeered for costume racks and 
catering. Old Big School, the very first 
classroom, featured in Tom Brown's School 
Days, became an atmospheric base for the 
hi-tech drone and latest filming equipment.
 Pupils from the School's youngest rugby 
team were selected for the re-enactment 
game with 14-year-old Ed Anthony chosen 
to play Webb Ellis. The Head Boy role 
was played by professional actor, Asa 
Butterfield, who starred in the films Hugo 
and The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas.
 Rugby School teachers and pupils, 
including the Head Boy, Rory Farquharson, 
were among the 140 extras involved 
in the filming. They were joined by a 
stellar cast of rugby greats including Sir 
Clive Woodward, Jason Leonard, Sir Ian 
McGeeghan, Maggie Alphonsi, Serge 
Betsen and Gonzalo Camacho. 
 Sarah Donaldson, OBE, founder of 
Donaldson Creative, the company that was 
also responsible for the 'James Bond-style' 
London Olympic Opening Ceremony in 
2012, said the crew had had an amazing 
few days’ filming at the School.

 'It was a real privilege to bring to life 
such an historic sporting moment at this 
fantastic school. The pupils and staff who 
appeared as extras were great to work 
with and we all thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.'
 Pupil Ed Anthony, who auditioned for 
the role of Webb Ellis along with some 
of his rugby-playing peers, said he could 
never have envisaged he would be offered 
such an amazing opportunity.
 'It's been an incredible time being 
at Rugby School during the World Cup 
year, but to get this role as well was quite 
something,' he said. 'Being selected to 
play the role of William Webb Ellis has just 
been fantastic – a real dream come true. I 
auditioned for the part, never believing I’d 
get it. But I do love playing rugby!'
 But the best part of Ed's experience was 
yet to come with the arrival, a week later, 
of HRH Prince Harry and Jonny Wilkinson, 
who had agreed to play the part of 19th 
century school gardeners watching while 
‘Webb Ellis’ made rugby history. 
 Ed spent a morning with Prince Harry and 
Jonny Wilkinson who, in period dress, were 
instructed to look on sceptically while 'Webb 
Ellis', with a fine disregard for the rules of the 
game, charged past with the ball under his 
arm. ‘It’ll never catch on,’ they agree. 
 And as a final tribute to Rugby 
School and its heritage, every member 
of the School’s choirs – more than 100 
pupils – performed live at the Opening 
Ceremony to add their voices to the 
rousing rugby anthems that were sung to 
mark the opening of the Rugby World Cup 
tournament 2015.
 Head Master Peter Green said: 'It was 
thrilling for all of us at Rugby to have the 
school featured in the Opening Ceremony, 
and particularly to have Prince Harry and 
Jonny Wilkinson in the cast. It’s a great 
tribute to the school as the birthplace of 
the game nearly 200 years ago. In 2017 
we mark our 450th anniversary. As a co-ed 
school with more than 800 pupils, it would 
be unrecognisable to William Webb Ellis. 
But the ethos remains the same: allowing 
the whole person to flourish.'

THE 
SCHOOL 
BEHIND 
THE 
GAME
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ENGLAND 
RUGBY

®
WHY DO

ENGLAND
PLAY INWHITE?

As many of the first Rugby Football Union were from Rugby School’s XV, 
England’s white strip was inherited from the School’s original unbleached 
cotton kit. The founder of Rugby School, Lawrence Sheriff, was presented 
with a coat of arms by Queen Elizabeth I allowing him to use her red 
Lancaster rose; thus England’s red rose emblem was most likely to have 
originated from the School’s crest.
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THE DESIGN CENTRE 
TRIP INVOLVED 33 UPPER 
SCHOOL DESIGNERS AND 
ARTISTS PLUS FOUR STAFF 
IN A SIX-DAY VISIT OF AN 
INCREDIBLE NUMBER OF 
ICONIC VENUES.

These venues included: Guggenheim, 
MoMA, MAD, New, Metropolitan, 
Cooper Hewitt, Frick, Donald Judd, 
Chelsea Galleries, Soho Studios, Fashion 
Institute of Technology, Natural History. 
Not forgetting: John’s Pizzeria, Planet 
Hollywood, Leopard des Artistes, Grand 
Central Food Emporium. Or: Empire State, 
Statue of Liberty, Ground Zero, Central 
Park Ice Skating, the High Line.

Whatever the stats, the list of venues, 
the dining and the cultural experiences 
leave little doubt about the nature of this 
trip: a whirlwind of aesthetic and creative 
events designed to inspire and provoke 
the innovative, artistic and productive 
minds of our A Level Designers and Artists. 
Whatever specialist branch of the Design 
Centre the pupils originated from, there was 
opportunity for expansion and development 
of their experiences that could feed into and 
further their future work.

Whether led by experts or given 
opportunity to explore their own interests, 
the pupils were encouraged to gain an 
understanding of the work they saw and  
to familiarise themselves with famous  
works previously seen only as images in  
the classroom. 

New York is vibrant and exciting whatever 
the reason for your visit, but a focused trip 
to view some incredible art, architecture 
and design provided a series of encounters 
that will live long in the memory of the 
pupils and, tempered by the seasonal 
atmosphere, served as a stimulating, yet 
exhausting, creative spur to their studies.

Phil Byrne 
Director of Design Faculty

ART & 
DESIGN 
IN NEW 
YORK 
CITY
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THEBOKS
RUNNING

Herbert Hayton Castens, 1864 - 1929, an Old Rugbeian, was a South African 
rugby union footballer, and cricketer. He was South Africa’s first-ever rugby 
and cricket captain. Castens played an important role in the development of 
rugby and cricket in South Africa, both on and off the pitch. 
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WE HAVE INTRODUCED, DEVELOPED, AND EVEN  
RE-INVENTED THE SCHOOL’S GAME THROUGHOUT  
THE WORLD.

THOMAS WENTWORTH WILLS, WHO CAME TO RUGBY 
IN 1851, WAS A PIONEER OF CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA. HE 
FOUNDED THE MELBOURNE FOOTBALL CLUB IN 1859, TO 
KEEP HIS CRICKETERS IN TRAINING DURING THE WINTER 
MONTHS, AND THE RESULT WAS THE AUSTRALIAN RULES 
GAME. DAVID RAY EXPLAINS FURTHER…

AUSTRALIAN RULES AND TW WILLS (OR)

Is there a sport with a greater variety of names? Australian Rules football, Australian 
football, Aussie Rules, footy, AFL, Victorian Rules, 'aerial ping pong' - and just plain football 
- have all been used to cover that singular game found in the southern parts of Australia. 
Its spiritual home is Jolimont, Victoria, part of East Melbourne near the iconic MCG. This 
was the site of the first-ever game of Aussie Rules played in 1858 between Melbourne 
Grammar School and Scotch College. The event emerged from an idea in a letter written 
by Thomas Wentworth Wills published on 10 July in 'Bell's Life'.

TW Wills was born on 19 August 1836 in Molonglo Plains, New South Wales, the son 
of a local farmer. Thomas was sent to Rugby where he captained the cricket XI. He also 
played in the Varsity cricket match as well as representing Kent and the Marylebone Club. 
He was back in Australia in 1856, farming and coaching. Wills decided that Australian 
cricketers needed a winter sport to maintain fitness. He considered the game played at 
Rugby unsuitable for the hard Australian grounds. The responses he got from enquiries 
persuaded him and his brother-in-law, HCA Harrison, to draw up rules for a football game 
that included an oval ball and the 'mark'. The resulting 18-a-side game was a combination 
of rugby, soccer and Gaelic football, involving considerable skill and requiring superb 
physique and fitness. Some of the players cover thousands of metres every match. 

Wills played football for Geelong but he couldn't stop writing letters to the newspapers 
and consuming alcohol. The drinking affected his cricket and gradually got so bad he 
needed a full-time minder. In 1880, aged 44, he evaded this gentleman and killed himself 
with a pair of scissors. At Heidelberg, Melbourne, there is a Wills Memorial next to a six-
sided gazebo with the history of the Aussie Rules.

David Ray 
Master in charge of Rugby Football 1978-2009

|  Rugby Archive

Thomas Wentworth Wills c.1859 by an unknown artist
ambrotype

Collection: National Portrait Gallery, Canberra / Gift of T S Wills Cooke 2014
Donated through the Australian Government Cultural Gifts Program
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The arguments for the benefits of taking 
pupils out of the classroom are well-known. 
Classics trips have the added benefit of 
allowing pupils to put themselves in the 
shoes of those great men and women 
about whom they have read, and to 
experience first-hand the impact of 
standing in the middle of the Colosseum 
like the gladiators or at the foot of Delphi 
like the pilgrims consulting the oracle. The 
Classical world is shrinking: nature and man 
both threaten the existence of sites from 
earlier times. (Only four years ago schools 
were visiting sites in Syria, whilst Pompeii 
itself crumbles more with every tour party 
that visits, to say nothing of the inevitable 

awakening of Vesuvius.) If we want our 
children to continue to experience the 
cultures that helped to form the modern 
world, then spending time in these places 
is not just desirable but imperative; the fact 
that they are intrinsically beautiful places to 
visit merely adds to the pleasure derived. 
We hope to continue to show pupils round 
the Classical world for many years to come. 
Make sure they pack their copy of Homer…

Alex Walker 
Head of Classics

Each year the department runs two trips: around 40 of the  
E Block (Year 10) visit Rome and Pompeii/Herculaneum at the 
end of the summer term; then the sixth form visit somewhere  
a little further flung, such as Greece, Sicily or, next year, Croatia - 
home to many fine sites offering much greater access than many 
of those in other countries.

Classics
in the Mediterranean
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During this past academic year, more than 70 pupils completed 
the Bronze assessed expedition in North Wales in March, with 20 
pupils scheduled on the Silver expedition after GCSEs, followed by 
more than 50 senior pupils who undertook the Gold practice and 
Gold assessed expeditions after the end of the Trinity Term. 

This important part of the extra-curricular activities programme 
continues to be well-subscribed and provides pupils with a range 
of different challenges they would not encounter within the 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
EXPEDITIONS IN 

ENGLAND & WALES

RUGBY CONTINUES TO EXPAND THE DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH EXPEDITION PROGRAMME WITH BOTH 
PRACTICE AND ASSESSED EXPEDITIONS RUNNING 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

School environment. The seasonal aspect of the expedition side 
of the award also ensures that the unpredictable nature of the 
British weather provides constant challenges from the snow, wind 
and rain of North Wales in March to the unrelenting heat of the 
Peak district in July. Rugby continues to challenge and stretch its 
pupils during their time in the School, and the Duke of Edinburgh 
expeditions continue to provide an environment where mental, 
physical and social factors all come into play!

‘I learnt more about myself on that expedition than I have done 
either in class or on the games field; I am not used to going outside 
my comfort zone, but I am glad I did!’ (A senior pupil having 
completed, and passed, her Gold assessed expedition in 2014)

Frazer Hemming-Allen 
DoE Expeditions Coordinator

Expeditions in the past academic year have ventured to 
Snowdonia, North Wales, the Long Mynd, Shropshire, and 
Dark and White Peak locations in the Peak District. A rolling 

programme of expeditions has seen trips to Dartmoor, Exmoor 
and the Brecon Beacons in recent years, ensuring that all pupils 

gain experience and knowledge of different parts of the UK.
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THE
WHO STARTED

LONDON
MARATHON?

The man who contributed perhaps most to the revival of non-elite, 
recreational running in the 20th century was an Old Rugbeian, Christopher 
Brasher, who organised the first London Marathon in 1981. He was brought 
up on the 'Crick run', which was first introduced in 1838 and remains the 
oldest organised school run in the world.
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Born in Georgetown, Guyana, Christopher 
Brasher was a pupil of Rugby School and 
later a graduate of St John's College, 
Cambridge.

On 6 May 1954, he acted as pacemaker 
for Roger Bannister when the latter ran 
the first sub-four-minute mile at Iffley 
Road Stadium in Oxford. Brasher paced 
Bannister for the first two laps, while his 
friend Chris Chataway paced the third. Two 
years later, at the 1956 Summer Olympics 
in Melbourne, Brasher finished first in the 
3,000 metres steeplechase with a time of 8 
minutes 41.2 seconds, but was disqualified 
for allegedly interfering with another 
runner, Ernst Larsen of Norway. The 
following day, after an investigation,  
he was reinstated as gold medallist.

He was one of the pioneers of orienteering 
in Britain and can claim the first public 
mention of the sport in an article in The 
Observer in 1957: 
'I have just taken part, for the first time, 
in one of the best sports in the world. 
It is hard to know what to call it. The 
Norwegians call it 'orientation'...'

He had distinguished careers in journalism 
as sports editor for The Observer newspaper 
and in broadcasting, as a reporter for the 
Tonight programme.

In 1971 he founded Chris Brasher's Sporting 
Emporium which later became Sweatshop. 
In 1978 he designed the innovative Brasher 
Boot – a walking boot with the comfort of 
a running shoe. In their time these were 

amongst the best but recently there have 
been product quality issues.

In 1979 Brasher ran in the fledgling New 
York Marathon and was so impressed by 
the idea of a city marathon for all comers, 
not just for athletes, that he introduced the 
concept to London. Just like rugby football, 
this sports event has now conquered the 
world. In 1983 he became the second 
president of the Association of International 
Marathons and Distance Races, an office 
which he held until 1987.

Also in 1983 Brasher partnered with his 
longtime friend John Disley to found Fleetfoot 
Limited in Lancaster, England. Fleetfoot 
distributed The Brasher Boot and other 
sporting goods to retailers. Fleetfoot acquired 
the rights to be the UK distributor of Reebok 
and subsequently traded as Reebok UK before 
becoming a subsidiary of Pentland Industries 
in 1988. After the acquisition by Pentland, 
Brasher remained active in the company 
as chairman of the board. Reebok UK was 
sold to Reebok International in 1990 when 
Pentland Group sold its 55% ownership of 
Reebok USA and Reebok International.

Brasher was married to tennis champion 
Shirley Brasher née Bloomer. 

Brasher was awarded the CBE in 1996.

In 2003, Brasher died at his home in 
Chaddleworth, Berkshire, a year after being 
awarded the Royal Scottish Geographical 
Society’s Livingstone Medal for outstanding 
service of a humanitarian nature.

BRASHER
|  Profile

I HAVE JUST TAKEN PART, FOR THE FIRST TIME, IN ONE OF THE BEST 
SPORTS IN THE WORLD. IT IS HARD TO KNOW WHAT TO CALL IT. THE 
NORWEGIANS CALL IT 'ORIENTATION'...“ ”
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Each team followed a different itinerary 
that explored the varied terrain of the 
country, from the steaming hot jungle on 
the edge of the Amazon rainforest, to the 
mountainous peaks of the Cordillera Blanca, 
the hustle and bustle of La Paz, the world’s 
highest lake at Lake Titicaca and the world’s 
largest salt flats. All three teams completed 
a physically demanding trek, spent time 
working on a local charity project and 
explored the local history, food, culture and 
traditions of this amazing country.

This is the latest such expedition carried 
out by members of the Rugby School. 
Previous years have seen pupils travel as far 
afield as Honduras in Central America and 
Zambia and Malawi in Africa. The purpose 
is twofold. Firstly, to take pupils out of 
their comfort zone. Living in tents, with 
one rucksack and without all the creature 
comforts we enjoy in the UK is a challenge. 
Combined with the unmistakable poverty 
seen in many parts of the developing 
world, it encourages in pupils a deeper 
appreciation of the many benefits we take 
for granted and also prompts them to ask 
questions, particularly about their role in 
the world and the best ways to further  
such initiatives.

Adventure�
Expeditions�

to�Africa�and�America
This summer saw 40 pupils, accompanied by six members of 
staff, split up into three teams, head off on a four-week-long 

expedition to Bolivia in South America.
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Secondly, these expeditions provide 
fantastic opportunities for experiential 
learning. So much of the learning pupils 
experience today is highly prescriptive; 
to be able to place them in a safe 
environment where they can take on 
the leadership roles and experiment for 
themselves is richly rewarding. It enables 
them to build confidence and learn more 
about themselves as individuals and as 
leaders, both of which are highly valuable 
skills for when they return home.

Ed Trelinski 
Housemaster - Cotton House
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AHEAD OF THE

PACK… During the Arnold era when the boys ceased to run beagles, running with 
"Hare and Hounds" was introduced, which was much more like a modern 
cross-country athletics event. The Hares went off "ahead of the pack", 
laying a paper trail, before the Hounds were released to chase them.
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Last September, the F Block (Year 9) experienced a day at the 
Think Tank Museum in Birmingham where they discovered many 
scientific facts across all three sciences. The LXX (Year 12) enjoyed 
a day in Oxford exploring the Natural History Museum and hearing 
a talk about biodiversity; they took a lot away from a fascinating 
day of lectures at Warwick University; and in June they enjoyed the 
delights of Slapton Ley Field Studies Centre on the south coast  
near Plymouth.

The highlight of the academic year, however, and one which all 
LXX Biologists look forward to and benefit from, is the annual 
Biology field trip to the Field Studies Centre at Nettlecombe in 
Somerset. On the last occasion, we started the long weekend by 
exploring the local environment, looking at species of plants and 
animals that naturally inhabit the area. The pupils learnt about 
sampling techniques, collecting data, analysis and statistical testing 
throughout the four days. On the second day we visited a local 
coastal area called Watchet, where the pupils took samples in rock 

THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO 
TRAVEL AWAY FROM THE SCHOOL TO STUDY 
BIOLOGY IN ACTION WITHIN THE LOCAL AND 

FURTHER-AFIELD ENVIRONMENT. 

pools that are affected by tidal flow daily. After a refreshing ice-
cream at the end of the session, we headed back to Nettlecombe 
to analyse the collected data. On Sunday we took fresh water 
invertebrate samples using a variety of techniques. All the pupils 
enjoyed the opportunity to paddle around in the water whilst 
collecting their data. The final day culminated in the pupils putting 
their newly developed and refined data-handling skills to good 
use as they completed their first A2 PSA exam before returning to 
school for a well-deserved rest.

In July, 20 Biologists travelled to Turkey to study the nesting sites of 
Loggerhead turtles as well as the impact of invading fish species in 
the Mediterranean. It was an exciting opportunity to contribute to 
undergraduate studies taking place at Exeter University.

Carlien Shelley 
Head of Biology
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Geography in schools revolves around knowledge and understanding of the outside world. 
Of course, we try our best to travel the world without leaving the classroom, but this is like 
trying to study science without doing any practicals or explosions. We therefore get our 
pupils out of the classroom as much as possible. 

The F Block (Year 9) study Rugby and have a trip to Birmingham, the E Block (Year 10) 
travel to the Peak District, the LXX (Year 12) have two trips including the Barcelona field 
study trip and the XX (Year 13) get out to study a world city. In addition to this, the 
Iceland trip will again be departing this October and George Lewes will be following in 
Romilly Harris Stuart’s footsteps by travelling to work with university PhD students in 
Malaysia as part of our links with the Geographical Association. The Geography photo 
competition and the articles in the Geography Magazine also highlight the importance 
of pupils sharing their experiences and realizing just how fortunate they are, not only to 
understand our ever-changing world but actually to be able to visit and study it.

Jonathan Pitt 
Head of Geography

GEOGRAPHY 

Since 1998, D Block (Year 11) Historians have visited Berlin and Krakow. 
One of the aims of the trip is to consolidate their GCSE work upon Nazi 
Germany and the Cold War. There are, of course, far more compelling 
reasons for the visit than achieving better grades. In Poland we visit the 
small town of Oswiecim, a place which the Nazis called Auschwitz - a 
location that stands as the symbol of evil in the modern world. I wish 
to make two observations about the camp: we all leave with different 

emotions, but none of us is quite the same again; second, History lessons 
at school are easily forgotten, but the day in this camp cannot be erased 
from our minds. In Berlin we visit other places associated with the Nazis 
including the Topography of Terror Museum and Bebelplatz where the 
famous 'burning of the books' took place. We also visit Cold War sites 
including the Stasi prison where we appreciate that after Hitler’s fall  

one nefarious totalitarian regime was replaced by another.

It would be entirely wrong to assume that this trip deals exclusively with 
the darker side of human nature. In Krakow, we visit beautiful churches, 
walk around the famous square and learn about the contribution Pope 

John Paul made to the ending of the Cold War. In Berlin, we stand at the 
Brandenburg Gate, the scene of spy films but, also, the place where three 

US Presidents made memorable speeches on liberty. The pupils must 
understand the scale of destruction in Europe, but they appreciate, too, 

that Europe has emerged stronger, more tolerant and above all optimistic 
about the future. When we walk around the streets of Berlin  

and Krakow we see, at first hand, a pluralist society in action. It is  
precisely the antithesis of Hitler’s vision and, for that alone, we can face  

the future with renewed confidence. 

Ed Beesley 
History 

History
in germany & poland

FROM BIRMINGHAM TO BARCELONA
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After a long flight, the first port of call after settling into our hotel in Arlington, Virginia, 
was a performance of the ‘The Capital Steps’, a satirical take on current American political 
events and trends.

The next day, being Sunday, led us first to the McLean Bible Church (Tysons Campus). This 
is what is termed a ‘Mega Church’, and that is just what it was with an auditorium seating 
5000 and a substantial commercial operation providing sustenance to complement the 
spiritual dimension. Taking to the bikes thereafter, to make a tour of Arlington Cemetery 
and the Monuments in the National Mall in the bright sunshine with the Potomac River 
glistening nearby, was an exhilarating experience. 

Monday saw us tour the Supreme Court, Congress, the National Archives and parts of 
the Smithsonian Museum. Entering the courtroom in the Supreme Court where so much 
important judicial precedent has been made, thereby changing the lives of so many 
Americans and providing examples to be emulated globally, one could not help feel 
uplifted. Congress did not disappoint with a tour of the Capitol taking us into the inner 
sancta of the federal legislative branch. 

A visit to Robert F Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights in downtown Washington 
was a sombre and yet uplifting experience. Being confronted with the scale of human 
rights abuses in the world and seeing the work which IGOs and NGOs perform in order to 
expose and then help eradicate such abuses, provided us with much food for thought.

A meeting with Dr Lara Brown, Director of the Political Management Program at Graduate 
School of Political Management at George Washington University, enabled Rugbeians to be 
exposed to a university-style lecture on American politics by someone preeminent in this 
field. Lunching thereafter in Ben’s Chilli Bowl, a favourite haunt of President Obama, was a 
tasty yet calorie-intensive experience!

The United Nations building is rumoured to receive more foreign visitors than those from 
the USA. Before embarking on an extensive tour of the newly renovated UN building we 
spent a fascinating hour with Ben Majekodunmi, a senior figure in the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, whose life stories involving humanitarian missions in 
Africa and the Middle East filled us with admiration. Sadly this was our last port of call 
before a fleet of minibuses ferried us to JFK airport where a jet-stream aided BA flight 
carried us back across the Atlantic. 

Paul Teeton 
Head of Politics and International Relations

POLITICS  
IN  
THE  
USA
A party of 23 students of Politics 
and International Relations spent 
a very profitable week visiting 
sights of political significance 
in Washington DC and New 
York as well as meeting a wide 
range of people who work in US 
politics and international affairs. 
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Inspired by what he had read about Dr Arnold in Tom Brown’s Schooldays, 
Pierre de Coubertin visited Rugby School several times during the 1880s 
and concluded that organised sport could be used to raise the aspirations 
and improve the behaviour of young people. This idea fuelled his vision for 
universal amateur athletics which culminated in the first modern Olympic 
Games in Athens, 1896. 

WHAT FIRST
IGNITED THE

FLAME?
OLYMPIC
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LAND

RUGBY UNION IS POPULAR IN JAPAN - THE SPORT HAS BEEN PLAYED THERE 
FOR OVER A CENTURY AND JAPAN HAS THE FOURTH LARGEST POPULATION 
OF RUGBY UNION PLAYERS IN THE WORLD. THERE ARE 125,000 JAPANESE 

RUGBY PLAYERS, 3631 OFFICIAL RUGBY CLUBS, AND THE JAPANESE 
NATIONAL TEAM IS RANKED 10TH IN THE WORLD.

OF
THE

RISING
SCRUM
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|  Rugby Archive

Rugby union in Japan is governed by the 
Japan Rugby Football Union, which was 
officially formed on 30 November 1926 
and became a full member of World Rugby 
in 1987, just before the first Rugby World 
Cup. The JRFU also received a seat on the 
body's Executive Council and is a founding 
member of the Asian Rugby Football Union.

Like many Western customs, rugby football 
reached Japan quickly - it was being played 
there less than a decade after the United 
States and European powers employed 
'gunboat diplomacy' forcing Japan to open 
its borders. When it arrived, the Japanese 
took to it with alacrity. Some Japanese 
prized the game's values, seeing in them 
almost an expression of Bushido, the code 
of conduct followed by Japan's samurai 
warriors emphasizing the principles of 
honour, courage, and loyalty.

The first recorded instance of a team 
being established and rugby being played 
in Japan was in 1866 with the founding 
of the Yokohama Foot Ball Club. The 
rules committee of the club consisted of 
notable alumni from Rugby School, Radley 
and Winchester College. Other Rugby 
School alumni soon followed, including 
George Hamilton who became captain 
of the Yokohama team. Games, mainly 
between service personnel, were played 
on the Garrison Parade Ground in Yamate, 
Yokohama. In 1870, Evan James Fraser, 
another Rugby School alumnus, arrived. 
Fraser, like Hamilton, was an excellent all-
round sportsman. These two Rugby School 

alumni deserve recognition for leading the 
development of rugby in Japan in the 1870s.

Actual evidence of rugby matches can 
be found in occasional and mostly brief 
newspaper stories. In December 1870, for 
example, a report in the Japan Weekly Mail 
said, 'The dry and frosty weather having set 
in, football has been started, and promises 
to be fairly kept up during the winter.' The 
start (and end) of the rugby season was 
often recorded like this.

In December 1872, the Japan Weekly Mail 
reported that 'A CHALLENGE has been 

received by the Yokohama Football Club 
from the foreign community in Yedo to 
play a match, on the Swamp. The challenge 
will be accepted, the date fixed being the 
7th proximo.' Later the same month, the 
journal said the Royal Marines defeated the 
same Yedo team by three goals to zero on 
the Parade Ground.

Japan's first international match took 
place on 31 January 1932 when a trade 
delegation from Canada brought the 
Canada national rugby union team, who 
were also playing their first game. The 
Japanese won 9–8.

British sailors staging a game in Yokohama, 1874
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