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Rugby School’s Department of Theatre & Performing Arts offers young actors and theatre makers unrivalled 
opportunities to create and study theatre at the highest level, within a professional theatre environment 
and in one of the world’s most renowned public schools. With regular visiting masterclasses, workshops and 
networking events from industry professionals, actors, directors and others as well as numerous showcase 
opportunities throughout the year, there is no better place to pursue a passion for performance than at Rugby.

At Rugby School the whole person is the whole point. This philosophy extends to all aspects of School life 
and underpins the values of our Drama Scholars’ Programme.

Our unique academy model for Drama Scholars fuses intensive actor training with a first-class academic 
education. Just like the very best specialist performing arts schools, we work closely in partnership with 
agents, casting directors, visiting tutors, department staff and personal mentors to ensure that all of our 
scholars are properly looked after. Unlike many specialist schools though, our scholars are able to enjoy  
a world-class academic education alongside their intensive training, rehearsal and performance schedules; 
preparing them for and protecting them against whatever ups and downs an artistic life might throw at  
them in the future. We ensure that there is always a back-up.

So for those scholars at Rugby who are working professionally, their training and filming/performing 
schedules are balanced sensitively with their academic studies so that every scholar emerges from a Rugby 
School education with the right qualifications and experience to choose whatever the best option might  
be when they leave us. 

WHY CHOOSE US?

DRAMA SCHOLARSHIPS
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Regular workshop and performance opportunities take place 
throughout the year including an annual flagship Scholars’ 
Showcase as well as large-scale musical and other whole 
school productions in which scholars are expected to take 
a lead either on stage or behind the scenes. They also learn 
a range of skills from stand-up comedy to radio presenting. 
Scholars are also encouraged to direct a full-length play 
during their time with us as part of our annual summer 
festival giving them an opportunity to learn their craft and to 
audition for all of our major productions throughout the year. 

• WORKSHOPS AND PERFORMANCES

Our biennial new-writing project gives 
scholars an opportunity to premiere 
a brand-new play written by a young 
professional playwright at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival as part of our young actors’ 
company Square Pegs. This is not only a 
valuable showcase opportunity, but also a 
fantastic introduction to the entire process 
of creating professional theatre - from the 
creative process to critical review, from 
marketing to get-out. 

• THE EDINBURGH FRINGE

Zoe Lyons performing at the 2017 Festival on the Close

Whether it’s Drama School, an academic degree at a top university or going straight into the industry, our 
Drama Scholars’ Programme aims to keep all options and doors open. Close mentoring and coaching of each 
scholar means we are on hand to advise and support each individual throughout their development as young 
actors and academics towards that all-important decision at 18.

THE DRAMA SCHOLARS’ 
PROGRAMME
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Zoe Lyons performing at the 2017 Festival on the Close

In addition to our numerous productions and performance opportunities, scholars also have the chance to 
take-part in a wide range of practical workshops, talks and networking events with industry professionals, 
from theatre criticism to sound design, from play-writing to screen acting. This year’s Creative Industry Event 
welcomed actors Josh Dylan (Mamma Mia 2) and Jojo Macari (Hard Sun) as well as Director Chris Haydon, 
Talent Agent Cordelia Keaney and Theatre Critic Matt Trueman (pictured below left).

• NETWORKING WITH INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS

Our mentoring system places each Drama Scholar with one of our outstanding LAMDA tutors who 
works closely with the Artistic Director and other staff, including a personal academic tutor, to support 
each scholar’s personal development academically as well as artistically, preparing them for auditions, 
producing self-tapes, helping to compile CVs, portfolios, publicity shots and show-reels as well as 
providing outstanding 1:1 coaching towards advanced LAMDA qualifications up to diploma level.

• MENTORING

Scholars also have the chance to work  
with our ‘ensemble-in-residence’,  
internationally renowned dance company 
Motionhouse, as part of the department’s 
Macready Dance Company, as well as in a  
range of examined dance styles with our  
expert dance staff. Scholars are also encouraged 
to develop their musicianship with the School’s 
world-class vocal and instrumental music staff, 
whether through musical theatre productions 
or in individual singing or instrumental lessons.  
Opportunities also exist here to develop a  
range of industry-relevant skills not available  
at many specialist stage schools from horse-
riding to fencing.

• DANCE WITH 
MOTIONHOUSE 

Creative Industries Event 2018 Nick Cassenbaum Joanna Riding

Motionhouse appearing in Festival of the Close 2017
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Our unique Drama Scholars’ workshop leader training programme equips our scholars with the skills they 
need to deliver practical drama workshops to a range of audiences. With training from the department’s 
professional workshop leaders and theatre practitioners, students learn how to engage large groups 
in meaningful activities over a period of time. These new skills are then put into practice as part of our 
community action and outreach programme where the scholars run weekly primary school drama workshops 
as well as leading workshops in festivals and at other local and national events including The Bloomsbury 
Festival in London. By equipping our scholars with workshopping and other transferable skills, we are 
helping them to be employable in a range of creative roles in future - from theatre education and outreach 
to corporate team-building - adding further skills to their CVs which will help them to navigate through the 
notoriously perilous life of a ‘jobbing’ actor or theatre-maker.

The Drama Scholars’ programme is based at the Macready Theatre, Rugby’s professional theatre venue 
and awards are available for both 13+ and 16+ entry each year.

• WORKSHOP LEADER TRAINING

ISOBEL, YEAR 13

I chose Rugby School because of the 
broad range of plays and workshops  
on offer.

The scholarship is hugely helpful in 
enabling me to achieve my ambitions. 
Through creative industries events, where 
we have the chance to talk and network 
with professional people from many areas, 
I now have an insight into all the different 
paths I could choose for my career. 

STELLA, YEAR 13

Being a scholar has helped me expand my ability, with 
the scholars’ plays being very diverse in style and scope, 
challenging for me as an actor. We are given incredible 
opportunities like having Q&A and networking events with 
industry professionals that are really fun and useful for advice 
in pursuing a career in theatre.
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MAGGIE, YEAR 11

My scholarship has already given me incredible 
opportunities to meet people in the industry, 
and because of Rugby’s reputation in the creative 
and performing arts, I am confident that this 
will put me in a strong position in future with 
directors and casting agents as I try to build a 
career as an actor.

OSCAR, YEAR 12

I wanted to be a drama scholar to challenge myself 
and make the most of what really is a ‘once in a 
lifetime’ opportunity.

The scholarship offers amazing opportunities such 
as meeting actors like Josh Dylan (Mamma Mia 2) as 
well as being able to get crucial advice about theatre 
from professional artistic directors and agents.

ANNA, YEAR 11

I really want a career in this industry, hopefully as an 
actor, and the scholarship at Rugby is an important 
step towards reaching this goal. I have the backing 
and support of teachers who understand the 
business and I know have my interests at heart. 
Being at Rugby has really inspired me. Alongside the 
practical skills, I’ve also learnt the simple fact that 
this really is what I want to do. 

Cabaret 2018
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DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE  
& PERFORMING ARTS STAFF 

TIM COKER, Artistic Director

Tim is a musician, composer and theatre-maker. He trained at the Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire and at the Universities of Manchester, Reading 
and London. He has a PhD on the use of contemporary music in modern 
adaptations of Shakespeare and is published by Edition HH. Tim sits on 
the Creative Industries Federation working group for HE & Skills and, 
as a festival director, has been developing a model for programming 
community arts projects in Independent Schools for the past 10 years. 
He is a founding director for the Bradfield Festival, Ardingly ArtsFest and 
Rugby’s Festival on The Close.

ANDREW CHESSELL

Andrew joined Rugby School as Director of Drama in 2012 after eight 
years at Uppingham School. With a Distinction in Performance from the 
Drama Studio, London and a PGCE from the Central School of Speech and 
Drama, professionally he has worked for the Royal Shakespeare Company, 
the Royal Opera House and the National Theatre. He has an MSc. in 
Educational Leadership. In 2016, he became Rugby School’s first Artistic 
Director and was one of the directors of the inaugural Festival on The 
Close and the following year was appointed Housemaster of Town House, 
the boys’ Day House.

SIMONE HANCOX

Simone joined Rugby’s Drama Department in 2014 following a PhD at 
Queen Mary, University of London. She studied Theatre and Performance 
Studies at the Universities of Warwick and Lancaster Her research has been 
presented at worldwide conferences and published in a number of peer-
reviews academic journals. Simone has taught Drama to young offenders 
and prisoners and has been a Visiting Lecturer at the University of London. 
At Rugby, she has directed and produced shows performed as part of The 
Festival on The Close and the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
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KIM THOMPSON, HEAD OF LAMDA

Kim has a BA hons degree in Acting and has taught drama in schools 
preparing young people for auditions and LAMDA exams, as well as 
directing and producing school performances for arts festivals and the 
Edinburgh Fringe. Many of her students have been cast for TV and film as 
well as achieving places at Central, LIPA and NYT. A performer since the 
age of four, Kim, who has also been cast in a number of lead roles, aims to 
inspire and motivate all students to be the best that they can be. 

NATALIE BULLARD, LAMDA

Natalie is a LAMDA Teacher who joined Rugby after successfully running 
speech and drama classes across the area. Natalie has a life-long love 
for performing arts, having won a scholarship to Sylvia Young Theatre 
School at a young age and continuing to perform as an adult. She is also 
a trained dancer and has close links with the NODA award-winning Rugby 
Theatre, where she trained as a director.

The Scholars’ Play
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RECENT WORKSHOPS AND 
MASTERCLASSES INCLUDE THE 
FOLLOWING PROFESSIONALS:
• David Bark-Jones – actor, 39 Steps
•  Nick Cassenbaum – playwright and  

theatre maker
• George Dillon – actor, Graft
• Tiernan Douieb – comedian
• Josh Dylan – actor Mamma Mia 2
• Olly Hawes – playwright and theatre maker
•  Christopher Haydon – Director, formerly 

Artistic Director, The Gate Theatre
•  Toby Jones – actor The Birthday Party, Captain 

America, Jurassic World
•  Aysha Kala – actor Indian Summers, BAFTA 

Breakthrough Artist
• Cordelia Keaney – agent, Curtis Brown

•  Georgina Lamb – Movement director RSC,  
Frantic Assembly

•  Jojo Macari – actor Hard Sun
•  Kate Morrison – agent Troika
•  Joanna Riding – Two-time Olivier  

Award-winning actor
•  Roger Ringrose – actor
•  Tamsin Shasha – actor and Artistic Director 

Actors of Dionysus
•  Matt Trueman – theatre critic
•  Motionhouse 
•  RSC 
•  Slaphaddock Theatre Company
•  STOMP

STOMP performing with students at Festival on the Close 2017
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For more information or to find out how to audition for a scholarship,  
or to arrange a pre-audition visit, please contact:

Dr Tim Coker, Artistic Director 
Email: tdc@rugbyschool.net 

Tel: 01788 556315

Or contact our Admissions Department at: admissions@rugbyschool.net



Rugby School, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV22 5EH
Telephone: +44 (0)1788 556 216

Email: enquiries@rugbyschool.co.uk
www.rugbyschool.co.uk

#wholepersonwholepoint


