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SPORTS SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholars are central to everything we do at Rugby, playing a crucial role in practising, demonstrating and 
promoting the scholarly values which are a vital component in making Rugby an exceptional school.

We expect a lot from our Scholars, and in turn we provide unrivalled expertise, dedication and care. Our 
students emerge from Rugby as brilliant young men and women, who constantly amaze and inspire our 
community by exceeding our lofty expectations of them.

If you are someone who would enjoy the challenge of playing a leading role in the sporting scholarly 
community of Rugby School then we encourage you to apply for a Scholarship.

As well as excellence and exceptional potential in your area of sport we are looking for people who will inspire 
others, setting the standards to which other aspire.

We want exceptional sportsmen and women who also appreciate the profound importance of the arts, the 
brilliance of academia in the classroom and the talented musician who also throws themselves into the richness 
of life in a boarding house.

If your dream is to be coached in sport by those who have played at the highest level, to be nurtured, 
encouraged and given every opportunity to excel, then Rugby School is the place for you.
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Rugby fields ten boys’ teams 
across all age groups and has 
recently introduced girls’ cricket to 
the program. 

The XI has enjoyed a proud record 
in recent seasons led by our 
former England Cricketer, Michael 
Powell, and his dedicated and 
enthusiastic team of staff. 

The facilities at Rugby are 
excellent and the programme  
of overseas tours impressive.  
The School’s investment of time 
and funds coupled with a genuine 
passion for the game, makes 
Rugby a top contender for any 
keen cricketer.

CRICKET
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The Cricket programme operates 
within the academic timetable so 
students can sign up to weekly 
one-to-one sessions with the 
Director of Cricket and team 
of coaches, as well as training 
sessions with our Athletic 
Development Officer.

There are two former county  
age-group coaches and three  
Level 1 and 2 qualified coaches 
who support the programme all-
year round.

Students are encouraged to attend 
county age-group trials and 
Winter programmes, while those 
already involved are supported to 
attend EPP and Academy sessions 
throughout the year and their 
School cricket training can be 
integrated.

Cricket development for all ages 
is supported by state-of-the-art 
equipment including bowling 

machines, coaching aids and  
video analysis software along  
with purpose-built indoor and 
outdoor facilities.

A strong fixture list includes 
competitor schools such as 
Bedford, Oundle, Stowe, 
Uppingham, St Edwards, Clifton 
and Marlborough and the  
Rugby XI has a proud record  
in recent seasons. 

The senior XI play a minimum of 
16 matches every Summer with 
the Junior ‘A’ teams playing at 
least 10 matches.

Girls’ Cricket has three teams 
playing regular fixtures during 
the summer and enters local and 
national competitions.

The junior teams are invited to 
join a biennial tour to Dubai/Abu 
Dhabi while the seniors tour every 
three years. This enables every 

cricketer to tour twice in the lower 
and the upper school. Past senior 
tours have included India and Sri 
Lanka, while the 2018 venue is 
Barbados.

Rugby School’s excellent facilities 
have brought County and ECB 
festivals to the town during the 
summer break as well as hosting 
national club finals for the past 
three seasons. 

WHY CHOOSE 
RUGBY SCHOOL?

Maia Bouchier, now 19, who joined Rugby as a 
cricket Sports Scholar, aged 13, is a member of 
Middlesex Women’s County team. In 2017, she 
became the first girl to play at Lord’s as part of a 
school’s first XI.
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HOCKEY
If you love your hockey, join us 
and you will be competing against 
some of the other top hockey 
schools in the UK.

Our U16 boys are 2018 County 
Champions, and in 2017, our XI 
girls and U16 sides took the County 
Championship titles for the second 
year in a row while the XI girls 
progressed further, reaching the 
Midlands’ semi-finals. The U15 boys 
and the XI girls also recently reached 
the semi-finals of the National 
Independent Schools Hockey Cup.
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Michael joined Rugby 
School as Cricket 
Professional in 2015 and has 
since become our Director 
of Cricket. 

His cricketing career spanned 
more than 17 years with 
Warwickshire CCC, England 
U17,18 and 19 and an 
England A tour of the West 
Indies in 2000. Michael 
captained Warwickshire from 
2001 to 2003 and was the 
last County Captain to lift 
the B & H trophy at Lord’s 
in 2002. 

Michael represented 
Warwickshire in more 
than 290 matches playing 

alongside many of the 
games greats such as 
Allan Donald, Shaun 
Pollock and Brian Lara. He 
worked closely with coach 
Bob Woolmer and it was 
Australia’s John Inverarity 
who encouraged Michael 
to follow his passion of 
coaching and educating 
young people.

Michael’s year round 
role involves a full Winter 
program for all young 
Cricketers at School as 
well as a full fixture list 
in the Summer and the 
opportunity to take the 
students on overseas tours.

DIRECTOR  
OF CRICKET:  
MICHAEL POWELL 
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Our standard of hockey is high 
while our facilities are some of the 
best in the region and often used 
to host both internal and external 
senior tournaments throughout 
the year. 

Hockey is the major game for girls 
in the Advent term, and for boys in 
the Lent term. The School currently 
fields 17 teams for the girls and 15 
for the boys. We compete in the 
Midlands Independent Schools 
Hockey League and enter the 
National Cups and Independent 
Schools Cups, both indoor and 
outdoor. In 2018, the U16 boys 
reached the national hockey finals 
placing them among the top eight 
school teams in the UK.

You will be in good company. A 
significant number of individuals 
here play at an elite level, with 
many pupils having achieved 
selection for England Hockey 
Academy Centres, Performance 
Centres, Futures Cup Tournaments 
both and the England U16 and 
England U18 National Squads.
Our coaching provision 
includes one-to-one training, 
video analysis, strength and 
conditioning, and specific skills 
sessions to support players.

The full time Director of Hockey 
works with elite coaches including 
Jamie Cachia, ex-Scotland and 
Beeston goalkeeper and the 
current Head Coach of the 
University of Nottingham Men’s 
1st XI in the National League, and 
Ollie Willars, current England and 
Great Britain international. 

The carefully planned timetable 
across Tuesdays and Thursdays 
allows the Director of Hockey and 
professional coaches to work with 
all the teams in each age group 
twice a week. In addition, one-
to-one skills sessions are arranged 
during gaps in the academic 
timetable all year round.

Matches are played every Saturday 
with at least one 1st XI fixture 
every season on a Friday night 
when the whole School can 
support. With our commitment to 
National Indoor and Independent 
Schools Cup competitions, 
competitive hockey for both boys 
and girls often runs for two terms. 
The floodlit, top class synthetic 
turf pitches and two full sized 

sports halls for indoor hockey 
enable play all year round.
Major hockey tours are organised 
every two years, and this year, 
the senior girls will be visiting 
Singapore and Australia while  
the Under 15 boys recently  
visited Munich.

The Director of Hockey liaises 
with local clubs and parents to 
ensure our top players can benefit 
from playing externally whenever 
possible.

Rugby has a large number 
of players in England Hockey 
Performance Centres and also 
students who play for hockey 
clubs ranging from Rugby and 
East Warwickshire to Beeston.

WHY CHOOSE 
RUGBY SCHOOL?

Rugby School was delighted 
to welcome James as Director 
of Hockey in January 2017. 
He brings with him his 
experience of playing for 
England at all junior levels 
and on 20 occasions at 
senior level. James also has 
many years of National 
Premier League experience, 
most recently at Holcombe, 

winning the league and 
playing in the European 
Hockey League in 2016.  

James enjoys pushing Rugby’s 
elite players while working as 
part of a team of dedicated 
staff and part time coaches 
on exciting plans for Rugby 
School hockey.

DIRECTOR  
OF HOCKEY:  
JAMES STEDMAN 
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Rugby fields 18 netball teams 
involving 180 girls.

Warwickshire U14 and U16 
academies and Wasps U17 
academy all train here and coaches 
work with all players to ensure 
consistent, high level training.

The U14 team is also registered to 
play in a club league on Sunday 
mornings from September to April. 
We enter the national school’s 
Netball competitions in the U14, 
U16 and U18 age groups and the 
Independent Schools Netball Smile 
Cup at U15 and U19.

Netball is the major game for girls 
in the Lent term with additional 
pre-season sessions organised 
throughout the Advent term.  

All girls take part in the netball 
programme in Year 9 and many 
choose to continue throughout 
their five years here at Rugby.   
All netball players represent 
Rugby in matches against other 
schools on a weekly basis in a 
very full fixture card. 

Our fantastic facilities of two 
indoor and seven outdoor courts 
enable regular training matches 
against the county academies and 
Wasps academies.

Abi Cannings, Warwickshire’s U16 
head coach, helps to support 

our netball programme all-year 
round.

Girls involved in county 
programmes are encouraged 
to attend academy sessions 
throughout the year and we 
ensure players can attend 
representational matches outside 
school time.

Weekly training sessions take 
place on Monday and Wednesday 
evenings throughout the year and 
also on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
during the Lent term.

Scholars receive one-to-one 
sessions tailored to their 
positional needs, such as 
shooting clinics and interception 
workshops. 

Biennial tours are organised to 
Singapore and Australia for the 
senior girls’ teams and there is a 
junior tour every two years. This 
enables every netballer at the 
School to tour twice in the lower 
and upper School. 

WHY CHOOSE 
RUGBY SCHOOL?

NETBALL
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Play the game of rugby where it all 
began on the historic Close. The 
passion we have for the game here 
at Rugby School is unmatched, the 
inspiration is ready made and we 
can offer you a unique experience.

Join in 2019 or later and you 
will be part of the world’s 200th 
anniversary celebrations, at the 
home of the game, in 2023.

Rugby football is our major 
game in the Advent Term and 
we regularly field 16 sides for 
all abilities and age groups. The 
level of play here is high with 
a number of boys representing 
the county and playing for 
premiership academies. We have 
a long tradition of students who 
have played international and 
premiership rugby.

RUGBY FOOTBALL 
AT THE HOME OF THE GAME
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Debbie joined Rugby School 
in September 2016 as Head 
of Netball and Girls’ Games 
and has since become our 
Director of Sport. 

Her sporting career spanned 
more than 20 years with 
Birmingham Blaze Super 
league netball team, 
Warwickshire Netball and 
Copsewood Diamonds 
National Clubs division 1. 
She is also a former captain 
of Warwickshire and West 
Midlands Senior Netball.

Debbie has played 
alongside many of the 
game’s greats including 
Karen Atkinson, Olivia 

Murphy, Tracey Neville and 
Amanda Newton. A level 
3 coach, she has coached 
Warwickshire Academies for 
15 years and also worked 
with the RAF national 
netball team and Qatar Inter 
gulf netball team. 

Debbie’s role encompasses 
a full training and 
competition program for 
all netballers. She manages 
players’ commitments to 
county academies, Wasps 
academies, local clubs 
and entry to all national 
competitions, as well as  
a full fixture list in the  
Lent term.

DIRECTOR  
OF SPORT 
(IN CHARGE OF NETBALL):  
DEBBIE SKENE
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Come to Rugby as a Sports Scholar 
and you will experience a year-
round rugby football programme.

During the Advent term, rugby 
football will be your major 
game. Expect a challenging but 
competitive block fixture list of at 
least 12 matches against schools 
such as Bedford, Cheltenham 
College and Oakham.

Major games practice sessions 
are part of the School timetable, 
which means our Director of 
Rugby and professional coaches 
can work with all teams in each 
age group twice a week.

At Lent, we organise an elite Rugby 
Sevens programme for the upper 
school with three training sessions 
every week, as well as one team 
strength and conditioning session. 
The 1st VII play in at least five 
tournaments culminating in the 
prestigious Rosslyn Park Schools 
Sevens tournament in March.

Lower age groups also play Rugby 
Sevens, but alongside hockey, 
which is the major games option 
for this term. If you are in this age 
group, you will still take part in 
at least three tournaments, again 
concluding with the Rosslyn Park 
Schools Sevens tournament.

Rugby School also now hosts 
a biennial International Sevens 
Schools Tournament. The 2017 
event featured 12 schools from 
across the globe, including players 
from New Zealand, Australia, 
South Africa and Japan.

In the Trinity term we launch a 
pre-season conditioning and skills 
programme giving you access to 
specialised one-to-one coaching 
for individual and positional skills 
training.

You will benefit from our highly 
experienced coaching team, 
which includes the Director of 
Rugby alongside three current 
semi-professional players. The 
XV’s head coach has a Master’s 
degree in Sports Coaching (Level 
4 equivalent) and represents 
both Great Britain and England 
students at Rugby Sevens and 
Rugby Union. Staff also include 
former county age group coaches 
and three level 1 and 2 qualified 
coaches who support the program 
all-year round.

We enjoy a close relationship with 
the local Wasps and Leicester 
Tigers Academies which enables 
our students to train with these 
academies on a weekly basis. 14 

of our students are involved in 
Academy Rugby, while several 
others participate in other 
representative Rugby programmes 
including Wales U18s, Irish Exiles, 
Independent School Lambs XV 
and County Rugby.

There’s also an amazing chance 
to play abroad in our biennial 
sports tours organised for the 
Bigside (1st XV) squad. Past tours 
have featured Japan and Canada, 
while the 2018 tour is headed for 
Singapore and Australia. 

Junior teams can also take part in 
pre-season tours – our latest U16 
age group visited Ireland in 2017.

The XV and U15 age groups are 
entered into the NatWest Schools 
Cup competitions and there is the 
unique opportunity to play in our 
traditional Guest Match, the XV’s 
last match of the season against 
an invitational team, when the 
whole School turns out in support.

WHY CHOOSE 
RUGBY SCHOOL?

Mike’s dedication to the 
game of rugby saw him leave 
his home country of South 
Africa in September 2017 to 
take up his new role at Rugby 
School.

Before taking up coaching, 
Mike was a former 
professional rugby player 
representing both Western 
Province and Boland with 66 
appearances as a professional 
(33 as captain). 

His professional coaching 
career began in South Africa 
with Boland, followed by 
two seasons as head coach 
at Rovigo, Italy, before 
joining Heyneke Meyer at 
the Bulls, building the team 
from a struggling franchise 
to become Super Rugby 
Champions. 

Under Mike’s coaching, 
they won the Vodacom 
Cup in 2001, reached five 
Currie Cup Finals in a row, 
celebrated three wins in a 
row, made it through to 
two Super Rugby semi-finals 
in 2005 and 2006, finally 
winning the Super Rugby 
Championship in 2007.

Since leaving the Bulls, Mike 
was involved in schoolboy 
rugby in Cape Town, a 
Director of Rugby and Cricket 
at Reddam, a specialist skills 
and backs coach at Paarl 
Boys High before returning to 
Bishops as rugby consultant.

His expertise and passion for 
rugby is already inspiring the 
boys here who will all tell you 
there’s never been a better 
time to be a Sports Scholar  
at Rugby School.

DIRECTOR  
OF RUGBY:  
MIKE BAYLY
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TENNIS
We can offer a highly qualified 
team of coaches who can offer 
their real life, international 
experience of the Davis Cup, 
Grand Slams and more.

They coach our pupils from 
county to national level and all 
Sports Scholars can access the 
dedicated one-to-one tennis 
programme.

Scholars are also eligible for the 
one-to-one tennis programme 
during the academic timetable 
right up until 10pm, which allows 
flexibility with other commitments. 

There is also a training 
programme and one-to-one 
sessions with the School’s athletic 
development officer and keen 
tennis players are encouraged 
and supported to attend training 
sessions at the nearest high-
performance centre.

All ‘A’ teams play 10-15 fixtures 
in the summer term with further 
fixtures during the winter term.

We also host a pre-season  
event attracting more than 150 
pupils from various schools across 
the region.

WHY CHOOSE 
RUGBY SCHOOL?

Tennis is played throughout  
the year with students of all 
abilities encouraged to take  
part. Top players get the  
chance to play three or four  
times a week. 

Any level of player can have 
weekly lessons throughout the 
year with one of our highly 
experienced and qualified 
coaches. With tennis becoming 
ever more popular, there are 
currently more than 150 pupils 
choosing extra tuition and this 
number doubles during the  
Trinity term.
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Jamie was Berkshire 
number one as a junior and 
progressed to the British 
Tour achieving a national 
ranking of 62 in British 
Men’s Tennis beating world 
ranked players in national 
and international events. 

Mr Taylor is supported by a 
high calibre team of coaches 
including David Ireland, 
Bobby Brooke, Ambrus 
Pinter and Lee Moreton 
– a wealth of combined 
experience that makes 
Rugby an ideal choice for 
keen tennis players.

Every coach at Rugby is 
truly passionate about their 
sport and dedicated to help 
each individual meet their 
potential, but always with 

the emphasis on enjoyment 
and fun.

Tennis success at Rugby 
increases year on year with 
some of the highlights  
listed below:

•  2014 - Senior Boys win 
the national AEGON 
Senior Students title 

•  2014 – U15 girls reach 
the semi-final of the 
Independent Schools 
Competition 

•  2014 – U15 girls finish top 
eight in the UK 

•  2015 – Ranked 15th (boys) 
and 23rd (girls) in the UK

•  2016 – Senior Mixed 
win the national AEGON 
Senior Students title 

•  2017 – U15 boys finish  
in the top 16 in the UK 

TENNIS  
DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER: 
JAMIE TAYLOR

ATHLETE 
DEVELOPMENT
Our dedicated athlete 
development programme helps 
sports scholars, first team players 
and A-team athletes improve their 
physical qualities to achieve peak 
performance.

Sessions focus on strength, power, 
speed, agility and endurance 
and every Sports Scholar meets 
with our athlete development 
co-ordinator, at least once a week 
to work through a personalised 
training plan based on individual 
needs and goals. Scholars begin 
athlete development in their first 
year here, and as such, all plans 
are based on each student’s 
biological age and natural 
capabilities.

As well as receiving individual 
training plans, all first and A-teams 
meet at least once a week for team 
speed, agility, and endurance 
sessions during their games 
periods. The co-ordinator
also works closely with each team 
to provide warm ups before games.

INJURY PREVENTION AND 
REHABILITATION 
As well as improving sports 
performance, athlete development 
plays an important part in 
injury prevention and also the 
rehabilitation from injury. Our 
physiotherapist, James Neale, 
has previously worked for 
Northampton Saints and Worcester 
Warriors, and also with other elite 
and high-performance athletes. 

He works in tandem with our 
athlete development co-ordinator 
to design injury prevention 
programmes and strategies and 
helps injured scholars return to play 
following injury.

BIOGRAPHY:
Sam Pointon, who is an Old 
Rugbeian, plays semi-professional 
Rugby for Birmingham Moseley 
RFC and has been coaching at 
Rugby School since 2014. His 
main role is to coach the XV team, 
but his passion for the game sees 
him encouraging and coaching all 
ages across the school. In addition, 
Sam is our Sports Performance 
Analyst, which sees him working 
closely with the Director of Sport 
and the heads of all major sports 
to oversee different aspects of the 
Performance Sport programme 

here at Rugby School. This 
includes video analysis, GPS  
player tracking and athlete 
monitoring. Sam has an MSc 
in Sports Coaching and a BSc 
in Sports Technology from 
Loughborough University.
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