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Rugby School 
is a meritocracy

We are open and accessible to  
every child. Every girl and boy,  
from whatever life background,  
is welcome to apply for a place at 
Rugby School, if, and only if, we can 
see a determination in them to make 
the most of their talent.

That talent must be in the child, latent 
or already visible, and we are highly 
selective on that basis.

If the talent is there but the means are 
not, we, the Arnold Foundation, are 
here to make possible a Rugby School 
education.



We are here to offer full fee support to the child with 
the determination to succeed – in Science or Maths, 
in English or History, in Art or Music. In whatever 
arena, the child with ability but without means has 
a shining future at Rugby School – we have the 
teachers, the coaches and the pastoral care to enable 
them to thrive in one of our 13 boarding houses. Our aim is 

    simple
We want to send 
children from every part 
of society out to the best 
universities and then out 
into a world in which 
they are outstanding. 



MICHAEL MATHER  
Northumberland

“Rugby made me think about where I would be useful”

After a chance visit to the Rugby Museum, Michael found himself walking round 

the Close, feeling, as he put it, ‘like the observer of some exhibition’. This experience 

prompted him to apply for an Arnold Foundation scholarship. Once at Rugby he  

felt welcomed and fitted in instantly. He says that Rugby gave him the ambition to 

not just do what he was naturally good at, but to look further, to try harder,  

to challenge himself and to see where he could really be of use to society.

Michael went from Rugby School, with straight As in Biology, Chemistry, Maths 

and Physics, to Durham University to study Medicine. He undertook a neurology 

elective at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in Baltimore, USA. His focus 

is oncology. He is now a doctor in Newcastle and a committed ambassador for the 

Arnold Foundation, which, in his own words, is a ‘life-changing programme.’ 

MICHAEL MATHER  NORTHUMBERLAND  RUGBY SCHOOL  DURHAM UNIVERSITY 



PAUL OSBORNE 

Liverpool

“Rugby’s Arnold Foundation has the  

power of the institution behind it”

Paul always knew that he wanted to go to 

university - but not to any university. He wanted 

to go to one of the top institutions in the country 

and felt that he had the talent and drive to so do. 

He also understood early on that a school  

like Rugby would be able to get the best out  

of him – to develop his academic abilities  

as well as give him other skills that he  

would need at university and in later life.

Paul gained much from his time at  

Rugby academically as well as socially.  

He says that the whole experience gave  

him the confidence to aim high.

He made a successful application to Bristol 

University, where he studied Cellular and 

Molecular Medicine. He is now working  

in the financial services sector. 

 He is a committed ambassador  

for the Arnold Foundation.

PAUL OSBORNE  LIVERPOOL  RUGBY SCHOOL  BRISTOL UNIVERSITY 



OLIVIA D’SOUZA 

Hammersmith, London

“The Arnold Foundation instills a sense  

of purpose and of attainment.”

Olivia joined Rugby School at thirteen. Bright 

and ambitious, Olivia knew immediately that this 

was an atmosphere in which she could thrive. 

She says that from the first moment at Bradley 

House she has never looked back. However, in 

looking forward, she learnt not only to aim high, 

but higher than she initially thought possible. 

How? With the support, academic and pastoral, 

of those around her – staff and pupils.  

‘The people here are ambitious’, she says, ‘and if 

you are surrounded by ambitious people, it acts as  

a spur for you to do and be the best you can.’

Olivia gained A levels in Maths, Physics and 

Economics. Her excellent results earned her 

a place at Leeds University on the highly 

competitive Engineering degree course. She 

has just been awarded her BEng, MEng in Civil 

and Structural Engineering. After a spell with 

the British Council in India she will take up a 

position as Graduate Engineer at WSP Parsons 

Brinckerhoff, a major engineering company. 

OLIVIA D’SOUZA  
HAMMERSMITH, LONDON  
RUGBY SCHOOL  
LEEDS UNIVERSITY 



Because outstanding people affect lives for the better. 
By what they do and by the example they set.

However, there is something else that is of the utmost 
importance to us.

Life at Rugby School is never one-dimensional, but 
multi-dimensional. Your talent, wherever that lies, 
must become the foundation of a whole life view, 
embracing everything that makes up a good person.

Why?
A whole person, in fact.



KEZIA FENDER 
Chipping Norton

“The best way to give something back is first  
of all to make the best of yourself”

Kezia had many interests at Rugby School that 
went way beyond the classroom. These included 

hockey, CCF, LAMDA, Gold D of E, and the 
Global Young Leaders Conference in USA.  

She was also Head of House.

She received 15 A*s at GCSE followed at  
A level by straight As in Chemistry,  

English Literature, German and Latin. 

 From the first moment at Rugby School she was 
aiming for the top and she says that she knew 

that her teachers were with her every step of the 
way. Kezia secured a place at Wadham College, 

Oxford, to read English and German.  
She was awarded a First Class Honours. 

One of the many things she now does is  
take part in a roadshow which has the aim  
of raising aspirations and trying to fight the  

myth that ‘people like me do not go to Oxford,  
or even to university.’

KEZIA FENDER  CHIPPING NORTON  RUGBY SCHOOL 

OXFORD
WADHAM COLLEGE
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OMAR GARDNER 

Arnold Foundation Tutor

“My tutees often do not realise how strong they are”

As an Arnold Foundation tutor, I act as a point 

of contact for my tutees as they negotiate their 

way through a busy five years at Rugby School. 

My primary aim is to get these able, hardworking 

students to truly reveal their full potential. 

They often don’t realise how strong they are, 

particularly academically but also in many other 

spheres, such as in drama or sport. I have seen 

some of my Arnold Foundation students truly 

excel in the classroom, going to some of the 

country’s top universities. From there, their journey 

continues – with the skills and qualifications 

these students have gained, I hope that they will 

ultimately go on to change the world for the 

better, applying everything they learned during 

their time at Rugby School.



CHEMISTRY
GRANT CUMMING  HAWICK  RUGBY SCHOOL  EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY 

GRANT CUMMING 

Hawick

“Confidence. At the end of the day, it is all about confidence”

Apart from enjoying every minute at Rugby School, playing rugby, meeting the Lions’ 

Captain and being the first Arnold Foundation student to win a Copy (for his A Level 

computing course work), Grant left with other abilities that are vital to a full life. One of these 

is the confidence not simply to take opportunities as they arise, but proactively to seek them 

out. It was this attitude that made it possible for a young man from Hawick to be transported 

to Tianjin University in China to do a placement researching chemical sensors.

Asked whether he felt any different from the others because he was an Arnold Foundation 

Scholar he replied: ‘Of course not. We were all just teenagers at High School, getting on with it.’

Grant left Rugby School with a straight five offers from top universities.  

He elected to take a place at Edinburgh University to read Chemistry.  

He will emerge with an MChem with Hons in Chemistry.

Grant is on the Board of the Scottish Friends of the Arnold Foundation and  

returns to Hawick High School to advise Arnold Foundation candidates. 



LADY CIGOURNEY TETTEY  
NORTH KENSINGTON, LONDON  
RUGBY SCHOOL  
LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY 

LADY CIGOURNEY TETTEY 

North Kensington, London

Lady is very honest and straightforward – ‘it was all so different, it was scary’  

was what she said about her first few days of boarding at Rugby School. However,  

what was immediately obvious to her was the individual care, attention and understanding 

she received from staff, academic and pastoral, and the unconditional welcome she 

received from the pupils in her House. So things got off to a good start.

There was another interesting preconception of Lady’s. She had supposed that  

in this arena of undoubted privilege, the pupils would not really have to try hard  

because their lives were ‘already taken care of’. This she found to be far from the truth. 

‘Here, everybody tries their hardest, all the time and at everything. That for me was one  

of the most remarkable and best things about Rugby School. The Head Master thought  

I could really fly. I hope I have shown that I can.’

Lady is now in her second year at  

Liverpool University, studying English.



FRANCESCA ODONGKARA  NORTH KENSINGTON, LONDON 

MICHAEL MATHER  ELLINGTON, NORTHUMBERLAND 

LEWIS TAYLOR  SHIRLEY, WEST MIDLANDS 

DAVID EJIM-McCUBBIN  NEWHAM, LONDON 

OLIVIA D’SOUZA  HAMMERSMITH, LONDON 

PAUL OSBORNE  LIVERPOOL, MERSEYSIDE  

KEZIA FENDER  CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORDSHIRE  

OLLIE AKINBORO  SOUTHWARK, LONDON 

GRANT CUMMING  HAWICK, SCOTTISH BORDERS 

AMIR JARADA  TOWER HAMLETS, LONDON 

SCOUT ASTLEY-JONES  MONMOUTH, MONMOUTHSHIRE 

BEN DAVIES  GORSEINON, WEST GLAMORGAN 

NOSHIN BEGUM  TOWER HAMLETS, LONDON 

MICHAEL ODUNSI  NEWHAM, LONDON 

LADY CIGOURNEY TETTEY   
NORTH KENSINGTON, LONDON 

ISI UKPONZENE  WESTERN PARK, LEICESTER 

 LOUG  HBOROUGH UNIVERSITY – DESIGN & ENGINEERING MATERIALS  BERENBERG, PRODUCTION

 DURH      AMUNIVERSITY – MEDICINE  NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY, JUNIOR DOCTOR

 NOTTI      NGHAM UNIVERSITY – FINANCE, ACCOUNTING & MANAGEMENT  ROYAL MAIL, FINANCE ANALYST

 UNIVER      SITY COLLEGE LONDON – LEGAL & POLITICAL THEORY  GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE BAR  
 OF ENGLAND AND WALES

 LEEDS UN    IVERSITY – CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING  WSP PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF, GRADUATE ENGINEER

 BRISTOL U     NIVERSITY – CELLULAR & MOLECULAR MEDICINE  EBURY, BUSINESS

 WADHAM,      OXFORD UNIVERSITY – ENGLISH & GERMAN  MASTERS AT OXFORD

 SHEFFIELD U    NIVERSITY – BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY

 EDINBURGH      UNIVERSITY – CHEMISTRY  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY

 QUEEN MARY      UNIVERSITY, LONDON – MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY

 BRISTOL UNIVE     RSITY – ZOOLOGY  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY

 UNIVERSITY OF      ST ANDREWS – ENGLISH WITH THEOLOGY & PHILOSOPHY  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY

 UNIVERSITY COL     LEGE LONDON – HISTORY  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY

 MANCHESTER UN     IVERSITY – BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & ACCOUNTING  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY

 LIVERPOOL UNIVE      RSITY – ENGLISH  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY

 EXETER UNIVERSITY      – MEDICAL SCIENCES  CURRENTLY AT UNIVERSITY
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Where you are going, is…

the

for Rugby School
Arnold Foundation

Where you come from is not the point.



Find out about the Arnold Foundation. 

Telephone: +44 (0)1788 556 139 
Email: development@rugbyschool.co.uk

www.thearnoldfoundation.net

Design: www.mercerdesign.co.uk



Development Office, Rugby School, 6 Horton Crescent, Rugby, CV22 5DJ 
Telephone: +44 (0)1788 556 139 

Email: development@rugbyschool.co.uk
www.thearnoldfoundation.net
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