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Rugby School, however, was always different in the way it 
welcomed its girls. From the very beginning there were Houses 
built and adapted specifically for this new species, and even today 
Rugby girls are amongst the very few who continue to enjoy the 
calm of their own House dining rooms, allowing them to mix and 
integrate with all of the year groups in their House. 

Girls remained very much in the minority until 1992, when the first 
13-year-old girls arrived and Tudor and Bradley were converted to 
accommodate them. There are now seven girls’ Houses. 

Historically, the admission of women and girls to any of the great 
traditional institutions has not always run entirely smoothly, and 
Rugby School was no different. In 1995, when Rugby appointed 
its first Head Girl, Louise Woolcock, some of the traditionalists in 
the school registered their displeasure by boycotting the chapel 
service honouring the 200th anniversary of the birth of Thomas 
Arnold. The media loved the story and the New York Times wrote:

The boys put up posters, distributed hundreds of hostile leaflets 
and unfurled protest banners from the school chapel. Some posters 
claimed ‘We are not racist, prejudiced, or sexist, we are traditionalist.’ 
One of the 150 girls among the students found that strange. ‘What is 
more traditionalist than sexism?’ she said. 

Louise handled the ‘commotion’ with customary Rugbeian poise 
and is quoted as saying: ‘Look, boys and girls tease each other, 
but we give as good as we get – in fact, more than we get.’ 

The truth is, of course, that lifelong friendships have been forged 
between Rugbeians of all ages and both sexes, and that there 
is no better way to equip a child for the real world than in a 
co-educational environment. When that environment is carefully 
structured and managed, the boys and girls gain from each other 

intellectually as well as socially – and how better to learn how 
to understand and respect different views and opinions? Pupils 
also benefit from accepting both male and female role models 
amongst teachers and older pupils. In short, co-education is 
about mixing attitudes and aptitudes; it is about stimulating and 
educating the whole person. 

I joined Rugby in September 1978, one of the first cohort of 13 
girls to go into the new Dean House, which had been specially 
converted from one wing of the Sanatorium. Sir Patrick Dean was 
then Chairman of the Governors but, like most pupils then and 
now, I had absolutely no concept of who my eminent and illustrious 
predecessor was or what he did. Never, therefore, would I have 
even imagined the honour of holding such a privileged position. 

It gives me great pride and pleasure to be the Chairman of the 
Governing Body as we celebrate this important anniversary of girls 
at Rugby School. 

Lucinda Holmes (née Little) (D 78-80) 
Chair of Governors

THIS YEAR MARKS 40 YEARS SINCE RUGBY SCHOOL OPENED ITS FIRST SIXTH FORM 
GIRLS’ HOUSE AND A TOTAL OF 10 GIRLS JOINED THE LXX. NOW THERE ARE 373 GIRLS 
THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL AND THE RUGBEIAN SOCIETY BOASTS 2,285 FEMALE 
MEMBERS. I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT RUGBY IS TODAY ONE OF THE LEADING CO-ED 
SCHOOLS IN THE COUNTRY. 

WORD FROM THE CHAIR
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|  Editorial

Lucinda Holmes in rehearsal of A Winter's Tale 1979

THE BOOMER is named after the Elsee bell, 
a huge bronze bell presented to the School in 
1914 by the family of The Rev. Charles Elsee, 
a former maths teacher. Commonly called 
‘The Boomer’, it is inscribed with the School 
motto – Orando Laborando. It was rung every 
day at midday throughout World War I for 
Rugbeians on active service, when work at the 
School stopped for five minutes. The Boomer 
continues to be rung from the Chapel Tower 
every morning during term-time.
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EVERY OTHER MORNING I STAND WITH THE 
HEAD BOY ON ‘THE PORRIDGE’ AND WATCH AS 
THE REST OF THE SCHOOL FILTERS INTO CHAPEL. 
Early mornings have never been my strong suit, but I’m happy 
to stand for a while every other day and chat under the The 
Tree (the ‘King’s Oak’ was planted by Edward VII in 1909). Our 
under-the-tree conversations, however, are not immune to the 
rugby season, a time of year saturated with all things rugby. 
Rory (Head Boy) will recount his rugby team’s news and the 
Head Master will comment on Saturday’s successes or, God 
forbid, failures.

Rugbeians are proud of their School, and Rugby is proud of its 
history. The Close is the centre of the campus, where a certain 
boy had a certain disregard for the rules that we all know so 
much about. William Webb Ellis is the first person I see when 
I return at the end of an Exeat, his statue frozen mid-stride in 
front of the School. The game of rugby, quite rightfully, has 
made its mark all over the institution which bears its name. 
And for someone who didn’t know the School, it would be 
easy to assume that girls here take a back seat. 

We wear skirts that skim the pavements and tweed jackets that 
smell questionable when it rains. Flashes of pyjama bottoms 
can sometimes be seen as skirts rise up when we walk, but a 
hem higher than an inch above the ground is certainly out of 
the question. ‘40 years of girls at Rugby’ is an interesting topic 
because, to me, we actually look more the part than the boys. 
The skirt is a comfort blanket, and slipping it on after an Exeat 
is oddly reassuring. I feel that girls are as deeply embedded in 
Rugby as a new F Block year are by the time they reach the 
XX. We all look similar but we are not the same, we are not in 
a minority to the boys, and we are most definitely impossible 
to miss, gliding along the streets of Rugby. 

A couple of months ago, however, I was surprised. While 
showing some Old Rugbeians around the School I realised 
they were all men. Of course I knew that girls had not always 
been at Rugby, but these Rugbeians were around my parents’ 
age. ‘Surely girls were at Rugby 50 years ago?’ I thought. 
As it turns out, the first Head Girl of Rugby School was only 
appointed in 1995, two years before I was born. And I was 
struck - on being handed the front page of The Times from 
June 1995 showing Louise Woolcock leaning against the 
Queen’s Gates – that she didn’t look at all overwhelmed or 
self-righteous; in fact it crossed my mind that she could be any 
girl in my year. She knew where she was meant to be, and it 
was there at the front of our School. Honestly, I’m really not 
sure how the Head Boy nowadays would get on without the 
Head Girl to guide him. But I could be wrong…

Lydia Norton (RB)

BEING
HEAD 
GIRL

4  |  Spring 2016  |  www.rugbyschool.co.uk



I joined Rugby School in September 1992, 
having been appointed by the then Head 
Master, Michael Mavor, who had been 
charged with introducing girls at F Block 
level. The girls, aged 13, were due to arrive 
a year later to join the sixth form girls 
already at the School. I was one of five 
Housemistresses appointed to run the girls’ 
boarding Houses – Bradley, Stanley, Dean, 
Rupert Brooke and Southfield – now known 
as Griffin.

In that first year of F Block girls, there were 
around 40 boarders and 10 day girls, all 
of them feisty, bright and confident. The 
older girls nurtured the younger ones who, 
perhaps in those early days, were treated 
a bit too much like little girls rather than 
as the self-assured young women they 
quickly proved themselves to be. They had 
no trouble settling in. Academically, they 
were confident and able, holding their own 
in lessons. And on the games field they 

proved a very talented group, winning 
hockey, netball and tennis matches against 
all the opposition, under the leadership of 
Ali Moreland.

In 1998, the demand for girls’ places 
exceeded the number of boarding places 
available so the decision was taken to close 
Tudor as a boys’ House and to reopen it 
for girls. When Bradley and Stanley were 
closed so that they could be turned into 
girls’ Houses, the boys had worn black 
armbands and kept silence through the 
hymns in Chapel. The Tudor boys hung 
a sheet from the top window rueing the 
‘demise’ of Tudor. But, despite those 
protests, the girls were eventually accepted. 

However, at the time this new cohort of 
girls was recruited, there had been no 
announcement as to which House they 
would move into. I had to tell the girls (and 
their parents) how much we were looking 

forward to welcoming them into School, 
and reassuring them they would be well 
looked after, even though we couldn’t tell 
them yet precisely where they would be 
living. All credit to those trusting parents 
who showed such confidence in the 
School! 

Now, of course it seems completely natural 
that Rugby should be fully co-educational, 
and our House system strongly supports 
this. It is a great credit to the first girls, 
both F Block and sixth form, that the move 
to mixed education has been so successful. 
I am delighted and proud to have been 
part of that transformation.

Sally Rosser
Deputy Head (Pastoral)
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“My first major win came in September 2013 at the European Championships in 
Sweden. I entered the competition hoping to take away a podium, so was elated to 
take the win. I’d wanted to win the Europeans since the age of about nine, but having 
finally done it, I felt a bit lost. The thing that I had been working so hard towards for 
so long had disappeared. I was left feeling relatively empty, so, I did what I had been 
doing up to that point and aimed for the next competition, then the next and the next 
and the next …

In a competition you have two runs in qualifying and, if you get through that, a 
further two runs in the final. The runs operate in a similar way to that of freestyle 
snowboarding or gymnastics: you are scored on technicality, fluidity, style and 
appearance. So, you can understand the importance of planning and perfecting the 
best run you can possibly put down.

Wakeboarding, which is about performing acrobatic manoeuvres on a board while 
being towed behind a motor boat, is a sport that not many people have heard of, so 
when people find out about my ‘career’ they are often quite impressed. You definitely 
have to have a certain amount of skill to be good at something, but I reckon once you 
get past that, it all boils down to luck. I am lucky that I started the sport at a young age 
and that there aren’t millions of people in the world who compete, and I am especially 
lucky with all the support that carries me today.

At the moment, I am ranked number one in the world for my age group (U19s) and 
that is great, but I haven’t held an international title since I won in Sweden. So, before 
I put wakeboarding on the back foot whilst I am at Uni, I want to win the World 
Championships this year in Mexico. It’ll be hard - I’ll let you know how I get on.”

So is it also a thrilling ride for Lottie’s mother Helen?

“I am aware juggling some serious training coupled with weeks away for competitions 
can be quite a challenge for Lottie’s Hm and teaching staff when it comes to school 
work, but  I have to say the support we have received has been amazing, “ she said.

“Behind the scenes, there can also be some disappointments for Lottie, and staff have 
been there to give her the emotional support she sometimes needs. I am also grateful 
for the advice they give, with regard to whether Lottie can cope with missing her 
studies, or not, as was the case during her GCSEs. They have all been brilliant and I’m 
not sure every School would do this.” 
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I remember at Rugby, in the XX, being completely at sea as to 
what I was going to do once I left. The dreaded UCAS form needed 
to be filled out and university courses seemed either to totally 
dictate what you were going to end up doing or to have absolutely 
no obvious link to a future job whatsoever. 

Having toyed with the idea of studying Medicine (not a hope!), 
then Psychology and then Linguistics/Languages, in the end I took 
a gap year as I was just so unclear about what I wanted to do. This 
was following good advice from both my parents and the staff at 
Rugby School. The gap year not only allowed me to find out what 
my A Level grades were, but also to explore many different jobs 
through further workshadowing. It also gave me a chance to earn 
some money working in a school, do a secretarial course (boring 
but incredibly useful!) and then explore the world travelling - 
learning Italian along the way. 

Eventually, I ended up doing a BSc degree course at University 
College London in Speech Sciences. This is a fantastic course which 
is not only vocational but covers so many different areas that 
you don’t feel you are narrowing your future options too much 
– anatomy, psychology, linguistics, child development, statistics 
and many others. Having finished the four-year course in 1996, I 
became an Independent Speech and Language Therapist and have 
now worked in a multitude of places – hospitals, GP clinics, child 
development centres and many schools. 

Life has developed in so many ways since graduating and - having 
got married (to Simon Tannett – Michell House 86-91!!), had three 
children and moved out of London – so has my working life. I am 
still a Speech and Language Therapist and I work privately with 
children in their homes/schools and also in a fantastic charity for 
children with physical needs – alongside a physiotherapist and an 
occupational therapist. It is the most rewarding and flexible job 
that still fascinates me and has adapted around my family life. 

I’m not sure Rugby suggested the pathway that I have taken, but 
it certainly gave me the communication skills, determination and 
confidence to pursue something that I really love doing and to 
make a bit of a difference in the world.

Lucy Tannett (née Nichols) (RB 89-91)  
Independent Speech and Language Therapist

My years at Rugby have had a significant impact on my life. Girls 
were admitted only in the sixth form then, so I joined the LXX 
having spent all my previous education at a girls’ school, and from 
there a whole new world opened up. The array of activities and 
new experiences was limitless and, thanks also to living amongst 
some of the brightest and most engaging people from all over 
the UK and the world, my horizons expanded and my outlook on 
future options broadened hugely. 

Rugby School - its pupils, teachers and culture - gave me the 
confidence to believe that pretty much anything was possible. I 
knew I wanted to continue studying and thought I should go for 
a subject I was fascinated by but had not yet had the opportunity 
to study. Archaeology was my choice and Cardiff University ran 
one of the best courses in the UK. Despite not wanting to become 
a lecturer or teacher or archaeologist, I was confident that a good 
degree in any subject would allow me to pursue almost any career 
(bar the usual exceptions of medicine/law, etc). 

As the end of my three-year degree loomed, I remained unsure of 
my future career path and so followed advice of peers and parents 
to take a gap year and go travelling. Post-graduation I worked 
for five months doing a variety of jobs to gain an insight into 
different potential careers - investment banking, market research, 
HR, hospitality - and at the same time to earn money to fund my 
seven-month travels around Africa and Asia. Whilst travelling, I 
made the decision that HR was the work I’d enjoyed most and then 
set about applying to all the HR Graduate Schemes that offered 
places in London once I returned to the UK.

Accenture (or Andersen Consulting - the Management Consulting 
firm as it was back in 1995) offered me a place on their HR 
Graduate scheme and I have not looked back. My career has 
taken me all over the UK, to Europe and the US, and my roles 
have included Recruiting, Performance Management, Employee 
Relations and Diversity. I’ve seen Accenture grow from about 
15,000 employees to over 300,000, I’ve gained my CIPD, taken 
three lots of maternity leave and a six-month sabbatical. My 
current role at Accenture is to head up Graduate Recruiting 
globally, hiring over 20,000 graduates and interns each year across 
42 countries. I’m still excited about the opportunities and careers 
Accenture can offer and the work we do across schools, colleges 
and universities internationally, over 20 years later. 

Rugby without doubt gave me confidence to jump in and try new 
things, to believe that I could turn my hand to almost anything I 
wanted, and the enthusiasm and communication skills to get stuck 
in to any given situation. The friends and relationships I made in 
just those two years have also had an enormous influence - I met 
my husband (with whom I now have three children) at Rugby and 
five of our children’s godparents are also ORs. The legacy of Rugby 
School lives on!

Annabel Nichols (née Cole) (D 89-91)
Recruitment Consultant

Rugby Girls 
marry 
Rugby Boys

At 16, I remember it was hard enough choosing three subjects 
for A Level, let alone a degree course or a career path. In the end 
I chose Maths, French and History, leaving my options relatively 
open, but even after spending hours in the Careers Centre at 
Rugby, I only narrowed it down to ‘business’ (not exactly a narrow 
field!) so went off to study Economics at Edinburgh University - 
though I ended up switching to Politics.

At Edinburgh, I decided to give Management Consultancy a 
go, thinking it would give me broad exposure to a wide range 
of sectors and business challenges. I applied for many summer 
internships and was lucky enough to secure internship places 
with PriceWaterhouseCoopers, Andersen Consulting and Arthur 
Andersen (and even luckier that the latter was based in Prague  
for a couple of weeks).

When I left university I took up a place at Andersen Consulting, 
which rebranded as Accenture while I was there. Life was good, 
those big firms treated graduates well and although the hours 
were long the benefits were great. However, after a while I found 
Accenture too ‘techie’ for me and I wanted to understand the 
big ideas behind business success rather than working on big 
technological rollouts, so I made a leap into the unknown to an 
advertising agency called St Luke’s. St Luke’s was the hot agency of 
the moment: it positively jumped with creativity. I spent a fantastic 
two years there, but then decided I wanted to get to the heart of 
business thinking, so joined a marketing consultancy called Clear 
Ideas. This was really the happy middle ground between Accenture 
and St Luke’s. Clients came to us if they wanted to understand 
more about the market they operated in, or about their target 
customers, or if they wanted to launch a new product or service, or 
just generally how to increase sales of a particular product. I spent 

a very happy 10 years there, including time as Head of Innovation, 
and Global Account Director for Unilever. The thing I most enjoyed 
about being consultancy side, rather than ‘client-side’, was the 
huge range of challenges, people and businesses I got to work on, 
which included projects for Mars, Unilever, Astra Zeneca, Boots, 
Barclaycard, Colgate and Kelloggs. The hours tended to be a bit 
longer, and you are always answerable to your clients, but it was a 
great way to learn fast about marketing and business in general.

I then left London and moved to Hampshire, had two children (my 
husband Red is an OR of School Field!) and did a bit of freelance 
work for a while. Now I’m back at work full time as Commercial & 
Marketing Director for Cowes Week, the British sailing regatta. My 
job is to secure sponsorship for the event, as well as develop all our 
marketing initiatives and overall event strategy. It’s fascinating and 
I’m at last working on a product that I really love – sailing.

Rugby helped me in so many ways, but I think in particular 
the huge range of extra-curricular opportunities to learn new 
behaviours and skills was really key, especially in securing my initial 
internships, which definitely helped me get my career started. At 
Rugby I did lots of sport, drama, Young Enterprise, volunteering 
and CCF amongst other things. Being able to use examples of 
places I’d learnt leadership or team-building skills, or somewhere 
I’d had to use my own initiative, or step outside my comfort zone 
to overcome a challenge was enormously useful for job application 
forms and interviews. As much as anything Rugby equipped 
me with the confidence to just give things a go, for which I’m 
extremely grateful.

Kate Johnson (née Mayo) (B 93-95)
Commercial & Marketing Director, Cowes Week Ltd

Simon & Lucy Tannett Annabel & Tom Nichols Kate & Red Johnson
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AND
GUYS
DOLLS

At Rugby there are so many opportunities 
every year to get involved in drama. These 
range from studying Drama academically, 
to School productions, to a much more 
informal Drama Club. Another aspect is 
House plays, whose quality depends on 
the commitment and enthusiasm of the 
Drama sixths organising them as well 
as the House as a whole. They can be 
great successes, not least in comic value. 
Although sometimes pupils may resent 
having to pledge hours of time that could 
be spent relaxing or, dare I say it, working, 
House plays do have a way of bringing 
everyone in a House together, not just in 
the shared theatrical achievement but also 
in the amusing mishaps that may occur 
along the way.

I was fortunate enough this year to get a 
part in the School musical Guys and Dolls. 
It was not only tremendously enjoyable 
in itself but also the perfect celebration 

of the 40th anniversary of girls at Rugby. 
There were the few typical complications 
of a co-ed cast: the only way to the water 
cooler was through the girls’ changing 
room, hence a number of comically close 
calls. Seriously, though, girls clearly have a 
vital part to play in Guys and Dolls, which 
it would have been difficult to stage with 
an all-male or all-female cast. A mixed cast 
allows girls and boys to mix in a non-
academic, socially relaxed environment. 
You are there to work but also to enjoy 
yourself and socialise, which helps build 
stronger friendships than in the classroom. 
More generally, I think it’s important to 
recognise girls’ place in drama. No longer 
is it common, as in Shakespeare’s time, to 
have guys playing all the roles; many plays 
are written for a mixed cast; and it adds 
interest for the audience to watch a show 
with characters, male and female, that 
everyone can relate to. 

My only slight regret is that I’ve never 
taken Drama as a subject, precisely because 
I’ve come to love it in all its other forms, 
whether in Drama Club, workshops or the 
School plays I’ve been lucky enough to be 
cast in. (Fiddler on the Roof two years ago 
was another amazing experience for me.) 
Personally I’ve gained from drama in that 
it has built my confidence to perform, not 
only on stage but in front of my peers, and 
has helped me get to know people whose 
paths (owing to different subject choices 
or year groups) might never have crossed 
mine. This is why I hope to continue 
being involved in the dramatic arts both 
now and post-Rugby. One great source of 
excitement is looking at different university 
drama societies which seem to produce the 
most and the best shows…

Naomi Cook (S)

‘GUYS AND DOLLS’ – CO-EDUCATION IN THE LIMELIGHT
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The role of the Matron at Rugby is unique; 
and you never know what the day ahead 
holds for you. As part of the job we are 
required to create a cheerful and well-
ordered environment for all the pupils, staff 
and any visiting guests.

We want pupils to feel at home here in 
their boarding houses, to feel relaxed and 
able to have friends pop in for a chat at 
any time. The role of the Matron is really to 
be ‘Mum’ to the pupils and we help them 
mature over the five years they are in our 
care to become well-balanced adults. 

The transition from age 13 to 18 is a big 
step in their lives. They are adults when they 
leave, but we do like to remind them how 
they were when they first started and also of 
the good and bad times. The lows of the job 
are the long hours, including all the on-call 
time. Hospital visits can be long and drawn-

out, but we always try and make the pupils 
feel at ease in this situation and help as 
much as possible. And the main satisfaction 
of the job is seeing the pupils happy and 
busy - a busy pupil is a better pupil - and 
turning into fine young adults. 

Co-education has been the best thing to 
happen at Rugby. It makes boys and girls 
aware of one another and learn how to 
respect the opposite sex. It’s great to feel 
girls will come and visit the boys in their 
houses, and vice versa, and the Matron 
really likes to be introduced so that she can 
get to know the visitors. Often relationships 
are formed which last for years. You never 
know - there may be a wedding one day! 

Reunions are a really special time as many 
staff and pupils will return. They all say how 
much they miss the meals served three 
times a day, their rooms cleaned and all 

their laundry done. They all like to look at 
the House and say how much better it 
looks, and remark on the better facilities. 
Lots of pupils never forget their Matron 
and will quite often pop back and see her, 
which really is rewarding.

Danuta Felton (Dean House Matron)
Carol Givens (Michell House Matron)

I am delighted to write for this edition of 
The Boomer celebrating 40 years of girls at 
Rugby. On 20 January 2015, I gave a talk 
to the Temple Society on Sharia law. Whilst 
I am a solicitor specialising in English and 
international divorce and family work, I was 
asked to reflect on my niche specialism, 
advising on Sharia family law solutions 
achieved under the aegis of English law.

I found Rugby girls to be full of enthusiasm 
and a passion to learn about innovative 
solutions to multicultural issues. Having 
attended an all-girls school myself, I had 
been in favour of single-sex education, 
believing it to foster in girls the confidence 
that they can achieve anything they desire. 
Since my visit to Rugby, however, I can see 
that the girls in a mixed environment 

are undimmed in their conviction that 
they have a purpose in life, which they 
will achieve equally alongside the men 
they meet. It was also truly heartening 
to experience their ethos of tolerance, 
understanding and integration. Sadly, this 
is not something I have always seen in 
debates even in august institutions like our 
‘mother of parliaments’.

What a world apart Rugby is now from the 
picture painted in Tom Brown’s School Days! 
As a child, that book shocked me to the 
core with its graphic portrayal of a classic 
public boys’ school in Victorian times. 
Having personally witnessed a sea-change 
in Rugby, I hope to see Rugby pupils 
amongst the star lawyers of the future,  
able to meet the needs of global 

families who have a connection with many 
countries whilst being domiciled in the UK. 
I wish Rugby School many more decades 
of success.

Aina Khan

Recently there was a dispute on the 
Letters page of the London Review of Books 
about the first woman to be elected to 
the Royal Academy. A gap of 150 years 
separates Dame Laura Knight, elected in 
1936, from founding academicians Mary 
Moser and Angelica Kauffman. The latter 
were swiftly forgotten, relegated to being 
portraits on the wall. From Birkbeck, 
Anne Summers comments, ‘Like many 
narratives in women’s history, especially 
where the professions are concerned, the 
academicians offer little support to the 
Whig view of gradual and uninterrupted 
progress towards an enlightened goal.’

No such failure at Rugby School. Instead 
there was a definite move towards 
enlightenment, smoothly engineered 
through the 1970s, now fully integrative. 
Perhaps the very first step was John Percival’s 
appointment of Marie Bethell Beauclerc to 
teach shorthand in 1888. It is a delight now 
not to be able to remember what Rugby 
School was like before the familiar long grey 
skirts brought elegance to the Close. 

That the School was duller before 1976 
is without question. In the second half 
of the 1970s I found myself climbing the 
tower with a basket of books to help teach 
in the Elective programme. The basket 
also served as a toy basket for two young 
sons. The latter were the reason I was no 
longer teaching English at Rugby High, 
but working freelance, teaching literature, 
often at the Percival Guildhouse.

Jim and Sarah Woodhouse had generously 
helped host a visit by Margaret Drabble to 
celebrate the Percival Guildhouse Jubilee 
in 1975. Graduate-mothers were one of 

the subjects that preoccupied Margaret 
Drabble, and Jim Woodhouse was keen 
to have a young mother join the staff to 
help with the Elective programme. Women 
were already welcome at Lawrence Sheriff 
School on the staff and LSS had already 
allowed me to join their Debating Society 
to take girls to Lawrence Sheriff’s lively 
debates on Friday evenings. My first baby 
was the only person to fall asleep in those 
debates, slumbering peacefully in his carry-
cot as girl opposed boy. 

Opposition was only for debates and soon 
more opportunities arose for Lawrence 
Sheriff and Rugby High to collaborate. 
Entering Rugby School in 1976 was a 
courtly pleasure. The basket of books only 
had to be glimpsed, before it was seized 
and carried with ceremony up the stairs 
to the top of the tower. Alas, in the Staff 
Room the only petticoat glimpsed was 
a swish from the ghost of Marie Bethell 
Beauclerc. Not only that; not a single girl 
enrolled for the Electives that I taught. 

I had chosen 20th century novels about 
place, by DH Lawrence, EM Forster, Thomas 
Hardy. It was probably a mistake to call 
the course ‘The Spirit of Place’. ‘Who is this 
guy?’ the pupils would ask, frowning, with 
the implied unspoken, ‘Is he worth my 
time and attention?’ It was a challenge to 
read these novels in the company of young 
men who had not chosen to study English 
Literature academically. They gave the novels 
cool critical appraisals. It probably didn’t 
bring out the best, despite the strengths of 
scepticism once engagement is won. 

In David Newsome’s Godliness and Good 
Learning, the final chapter is ‘Godliness and 

Manliness’. I had read David’s book before 
coming to Rugby. This cultural history 
explains why graduate-mothers might have 
their work cut out in Arnold’s Rugby.

Bridges were built and at last, thanks to a 
glorious movement, the longing to pick up 
and run with the ball reached out to pick 
up novels and poems too. Thanks to the 
generous work of Stephen Drew and the 
late Dr Peter Miller, Rugby School became 
the centre of the centenary celebrations 
for Rupert Brooke. A lively team of us were 
able to set up the Rupert Brooke Literary 
Awards, open to all schools in the area, 
the winner receiving a small bursary to 
help with the purchase of books. The 
spirit of the Festival was a fitting prelude 
to the opening of Rupert Brooke House, 
a year later, in 1988. Hospitality and 
creativity were spreading to enrich a whole 
community. As girls were welcomed to play 
their part, the phrase ‘town and gown’ 
became redundant.

At January’s Temple Society, two girls 
appeared at my side, asking for the name 
and title of a book referred to in the 
questions. The delight that enthusiasm 
kindles cannot be measured. Hats in the 
air! The last 40 years have witnessed 
something highly creative at Rugby School, 
not only thanks to sporting and literary 
legacies, but thanks to the humanity and 
wholeness of the co-educational vision. No 
shorthand is needed today, John Percival, 
but thank you for lighting a candle that lit 
the way to something beautiful. 

  Diana Walls

Golden Years
WELCOMING GIRLS TO RUGBY

MATRON'S VIEW

SOCIETY GUEST SPEAKEROO
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Having enjoyed a busy schedule of school and cricket at the Dragon School 
in Oxford, I hoped I would be able to play for a school team when I came 

to Rugby. What I didn’t foresee was that I would find myself playing for four 
teams at once! My time is now shared between the School boys’ teams,  

either the 1sts or 2nds, Middlesex U19s and senior team, as well as  
the England Women’s Development Programme (EWDP). 

I soon realised in the F Block that the standard here was very high and I would 
have to work hard to play in a good team. I was used to boys, but I had an idea 
what might happen and got the usual ‘She’ll never bowl me out! She won’t be 

able to bat!’ So I did bowl them out and I could bat, and respect took over.  

I was lucky enough to get into the As which boosted my confidence. In my 
first term I was put on the Dubai tour. The heat was blistering. And going up 

Burj Khalifa, the tallest building in the world, was amazing. 

Following that tour, I played for the As in both the E and D Blocks, alongside 
the Middlesex U15s. I was grateful to have one of the best coaches:  

Mr Roberts. He was so encouraging, telling me to go for it, try my best, and 
not to worry if I failed. The coaching at Rugby has  been an unbelievable 

support for my cricket, and I owe everything to the people here who have 
helped me to organise my schoolwork around my cricket commitments.

Last Christmas we toured Sri Lanka for two weeks. I got a good solid score of 40; 
it was tough as the spin bowling was hard to face. The standard of cricket was 
high, and I think the boys found it difficult too. I was the only girl in the team, 

but the School sent a lady teacher with me so I had some female company.  I did 
sometimes feel a bit left out – boys are different and like different things – and 
I felt a bit self-conscious. I would put on headphones when they started talking 
about girls!  I often felt like the sensible mature one! But the boys were great 

company and if there is a next tour, I look forward to playing with them again. 

I play for county and England on female teams so it’s quite a switch at Rugby 
to play on a male team. Boys are faster, stronger, quicker and play a different 

tactical game. Playing here has definitely made me a better cricketer.

Now I’m in the LXX, I hope to play for the lst XI this season with the Middlesex 
U19s, Senior Team, and to be involved in the England set-up. I have also 

been given the chance to play in the Women’s Cricket Super League (WCSL), 
which is exciting but terrifying! I have a very different relationship with my 

county and England teams – I have known some of the girls since I was eight, 
so there’s quite a bond between us all. But some of the boys I started playing 

cricket with at Rugby three years ago are now my friends too!

Maia Bouchier (G)

INTERNATIONAL
CRICKETER
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I left Rugby in December ‘78, spent six 
months teaching in India, then went up 
to Trinity Hall to read English. I threw 
myself into Cambridge student drama, 
playing Celia to Stephen Fry’s Volpone 
and Shakespeare’s Juliet in the open air. As 
graduation loomed I turned my thoughts 
to a career in radio and took a secretarial 
job at Bush House. I spent 12 years there, 
producing and presenting documentaries 
for the BBC World Service. I also wrote 
features for the Spectator, the Independent 
and the Daily Telegraph, which led to my 
being commissioned by HarperCollins to 
write a romantic comedy novel, The Trials 
of Tiffany Trott. Over the next fifteen years 
I wrote nine more novels, the lighter style 

giving way to historical themes. My latest, 
Ghostwritten, is about the women and 
children interned by the Japanese in the 
Dutch East Indies during WW2. I am now 
writing a novel set in 1930s India, but 
I write very slowly, too easily distracted 
by eBay, Twitter and Pinterest, not to 
mention the demands of family life. I live 
in Notting Hill with my partner, Greg, our 
two children, my younger stepson, and 
the family’s cocker spaniel. If I’ve been 
successful it’s due to the two years I spent 
in the sixth form at Rugby. I look back on 
that time with inexpressible gratitude, and 
with a nostalgic ache.

Isabel Wolff (Cr 76-78)

WOLFF
IF I’VE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IT’S DUE TO THE TWO YEARS  
I SPENT IN THE SIXTH FORM AT RUGBY“ ”

|  Profile
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Natalie Wild is the oldest of three sisters 
who each studied at Rugby School. Charlie 
(S 08-10) is studying medicine at University 
College, London, and Kaitlin (S 06-13) is 
studying trumpet at The Guildhall School  
in London.

I joined Southfield House as a music scholar 
in the LXX, having already been involved 
in music-making at Rugby School for many 
years. My main motivation for going to 
Rugby was the music department which 
offered many more opportunities to get 
involved with, and I knew that I would love 
immersing myself in the musical life of the 

School. It was here that I spent most of 
my time, whether in rehearsals, concerts, 
practice rooms, or socialising. After leaving 
Rugby I spent a year as a music assistant at 
Bilton Grange Preparatory School, before 
going to study music at Royal Holloway, 
University of London. Since then I have 
completed a PGCE in secondary music 
education at the Institute of Education, and 
I have now been teaching for three years.

While studying at Rugby I benefitted from 
the diverse social and cultural life of the 
school. I was also fortunate enough to 
be taught by some inspiring teachers. 

In my current role as Head of Music at 
a performing arts status comprehensive 
school in north London, I am in no doubt 
that my own teachers played a significant 
role in inspiring me to educate others. 
Although I was only at Rugby for two 
years, it had a huge impact on my future 
decisions. I had more conviction in my 
interests, and was better equipped to 
approach my further education with a 
catalogue of relevant experience and 
strength of mind.

Natalie Wild (S 06-08)

WILD
the

sisters

Natalie Wild
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MIKALA TORRANCE
Rugby School Counsellor

Q: Looking back, what do you think 
the challenges were when we were 
growing up?
I think the biggest changes have been 
connected to the use of the internet. Girls 
now have access to information that just 
wasn't available in the 70s. The use of 
social media and the explosion of apps 
for everything have created a culture 
of comparison which wasn't around. 
Back then we existed in reality and our 
comparisons were with people we knew, 
real people such as friends and sisters. 
Our exposure to media consisted of Jackie 
magazine once a week! We were influenced 
by that, by the fashion and problem pages 
contained within it. It was the ‘go-to’ place 
to find out anything we didn't want to talk 
to our parents about.

Q: So what challenges are girls  
today facing?
The current generation of girls are 
constantly bombarded by information from 
or about lifestyle celebrities, fashion, music 
and reality TV. Girls may not necessarily 
choose it but they are heavily influenced by 
what their friends are doing and their social 
conversations are also dictated by this.

Body image is a key area of concern for 
girls because they are so influenced by the 
media and by things which aren't true, e.g. 
photoshopped images and photos. A deep 
‘desire to fit in’ is part of normal adolescent 
development but for many girls and 
young people today, what they are trying 
to fit into isn't real. It’s no longer good 
enough to lead an ordinary life – it feels 
as if everyone needs to be having fun and 
everything is posted and shared online.
Being in a popular group also dominates in 

adolescence. This was true in the 70s too. 
The need to be popular exerts a strong 
influence over how girls behave and it 
dominates conversation. Those who are 
in the popular group are always striving 
to stay there and those who are outside it 
want to be part of it. The consequence is 
that it becomes very difficult for them to  
be at peace.

Q: Do you think what you see in the 
counselling room was different in the 
1970s?
The fundamentals today are not very 
different to the 70s when girls are in 
one-to-one situations with the counselling 
team. What really matters to people 
hasn't changed much over the years. 
Fundamentally people want to be cared 
for by family and friends, to have good 
trusting relationships and to care about 
other people.

During adolescence girls want to have 
lots of friends, so friends on Facebook 
are important – it’s not surprising that an 
app has been brought out which enables 

people to gather friends. Ultimately what  
is important is having a group of close 
friends who care about you and whom  
you care about.

One of the key issues today is that there 
is no switch-off for anybody – there is a 
constant bombardment by text, Whatsapp, 
Instagram and other social media. In the 
1970s we made phone calls after 6pm 

when it was cheaper and parents were 
listening from 'the other room', keeping  
a watchful and monitoring eye. 

Then there are the ‘dual conversations’ 
– the face-to-face conversation and a 
text/online conversation which may be 
completely different. And of course, people 
can be much nastier online than they ever 
would be face to face.

Q: So any tips for the girls of today? 
•  Be yourself - think about who you are and 

what is important to you. Think about 
your close friends and the people you 
admire and what their qualities are and 
this will help you to understand your  
own values.

•  Friends - cultivate real friendships based 
on honesty, caring and trust.

•  Have fun! Explore outside your comfort 
zone, be curious and adventurous, take 
risks and laugh lots and lots. At yourself 
as well!

•  Find out what you love - sport, dance, 
art, music, drama, academic - it doesn't 
matter but the passion will keep you 

going when things are tough.
•  Make sure you have balance in your life. 
•  Spend time alone and with your family.
•  And last, but no means least, look  

after yourself. Eat, exercise, and  
sleep well!

Interview conducted by Sally Rosser, 
Deputy Head (Pastoral)

"The current generation of girls are constantly bombarded by information"

THE 
FIRST 
GIRLS’ 
BOARDING 
HOUSE

1976. The summer was stiflingly hot and just as well. We practically lived in the 
garden at Crescent whilst the house was being turned upside down and formed 
into the first boarding house for girls at Rugby. There were times when no 
doors existed. Indeed, we awoke - albeit a little late one morning - to find two 
delightful electricians, standing with their backs to us at the end of the bed, closely 
examining the wall for safe places to run cables.

The girls were to have light and carpets and curtains - but no bells. And all of that 
caused a rumpus. Understandably, really. For 400 years, Rugby had existed for the 
education of boys. Men, and a few ladies, had come to teach that brand of youth 
they knew well. What on earth would happen when girls arrived? What would they be 
called? What would they wear? Would doors be opened for them? Would they cry? 

All of these were good questions. And Rugby, being the thorough place it was, 
made sure that enough meetings, conferences and conversations took place so that 
enough people should have enough understanding of the challenges that Rugby’s 
transition from being an all-boys’ school to having a mixed sixth form might bring.

A practical challenge was getting Crescent finished in time. The first day brought 
finished curtains (I made 24 pairs!) and carpets well laid - but still buckets of 
wall-paper paste and decorators’ ladders all over the place. It was perfectly clear: 
no new girl would sleep that night in Crescent. Hurrah for the San. In 1976, it 
occupied the whole of Dean House, and had beds to spare. Off went the girls to 
the top floor. Not a problem. Well - almost. We came quite close to being the only 
House to lose all its members immediately, when the girls broke the only rule, and, 
during the night, descended the stairs to have coffee with the sick boys. Wisdom 
descended too, and we decided not to know.

That sunny summer of 1976 may have given a warm welcome to Rugby’s first girls, 
but the continuing success of ‘girls at Rugby’ is undoubtedly due to the uncanny 
combination of brilliant and courageous girls, the vision of the Head Master, Jim 
Woodhouse, numerous teaching and house staff, whose experience told them 
when and when not to intervene, quizzical boys, and of course, the first girls’ 
housemaster, Ian Newton. 

The girls soon learned not to speak to him before 10 in the morning (never at his 
best!) and quickly recognized his sense of justice and his clever appointment of 
a top team of Tutors whose names linger with great affection across the years… 
Geoff Foxcroft, Judy Bennett, Jill Jacoby, Monica Barlow, each of whom, and with 
many others, helped Rugby to become the place for the education of boys and 
girls it now is. It was a privilege to open Crescent, Rugby’s first girls’ House.

Fiona Newton
Wife of Crescent Housemaster (1976-92)
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STANLEY

Stanley House is 21 years old – as a girls’ House 
As 2016 marks the 21st anniversary of the first girls arriving in 
Stanley, current Stanley girls have been reflecting on what makes 
their House unique:

•  We’re all roughly the same age, which means we all get on really 
well and get to know each other quickly; there is a really close 
House feel – even though everyone is talented at different things

•  We are all in the same boat because everyone is starting together 
and this is comforting and reassuring

•  There is a good House work ethic and we all encourage each 
other academically, because we know that everyone is doing A 
Levels and needs to work

•  We have more social events than any other House because there 
is a real effort to ensure we integrate and make friends with 
others in the School

Every year since 1995 around 24 girls have moved schools and 
joined Stanley for their sixth form experience. Some want to 
experience co-educational life after being at an all-girls school; 
some want to develop their independence by becoming full 
boarders after being at a day school; others want a wider and more 
challenging academic or co-curricular environment in which to 
extend themselves. 

We pride ourselves on being Rugby’s only sixth form House 
because, while being run in much the same way as the other 12 
boarding Houses, Stanley has its own quirky ways which make it 
special to all Stanleians. The calm, modern décor gives the House a 
decidedly adult feel. Our common rooms are always full of visitors 
from other Houses, particularly young men! Stanley girls have 
to ‘hit the ground running’, they always bond extremely quickly 
and spur each other on to maximise their very short two years at 
Rugby. There is an expectation that Stanley girls will be industrious, 
academically ambitious and focused. Stanley girls grow in 
confidence very quickly and by Christmas they are well established, 
feeling they have been at Rugby ‘forever’. 

As Housemistress, my priority early in the Advent term is to ensure 
that the Stanley girls integrate with the rest of the School. Lessons 
play a role but it is on the sports pitch and at society meetings 
that friendships start to be forged. To accelerate integration, we 
organise mixed wine and cheese evenings, arrange supper swaps 
and, most importantly, host the infamous Stanley Ball. Saturday 
night Bar in the Collingwood Centre is, of course, the best way 
to mix and make friends, and Stanley girls, like all Rugbeians, like 
nothing more than fancy dress Bar nights! 

We earn our fair share of serious accolades too, both as a team 
and thanks to talented individuals. On the sports front, we nearly 
always get to the 1st House Hockey final and we have won 1st 
House Netball many times. We won the Senior Girls’ Athletics Cup 
at Sports Day last year with Aurelia Marcus winning every event in 
which she competed and smashing the School record in most! We 
recently had the vice-captain of England netball, Jaydene Robinson, 
in the House (2013–2015). And just to show our breadth, the 
recent star of Guys and Dolls, Elin Gilbert, is our first Drama Scholar. 

For the XX the Advent term is dominated by UCAS. My role is 
unique as, supported by the committed Tutor team, we support 
and guide 24 girls through this process. The atmosphere is 
expectant as half the House complete their personal statements 
and university offers begin to ping into inboxes. Our Christmas 
Supper is a special evening when when we host 100 girls, staff and 
XX parents for an evening of festive fun. 

Now, as girls in Stanley celebrate their 21st birthday (we’re having 
a 21st birthday party for our old girls in June), I reflect on what a 
privilege it is to be the third Housemistress of this unique, vibrant 
and wonderful place.

Lara Hampton
Housemistress of Stanley House
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21st birthday as a (sixth form) girls’ House
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The first Griffins had been nesting in Horton Crescent since 2003 and by the end of Lent 
term 2005, the builders in the Southfield garden had completed the new wing and were 
ready to knock through. After two years showing prospective parents around a building 
site, I was at last able to watch the new Griffin completed; luckily for Adam and I, the 

private side was ready for the start of the summer vacation. It became a regular evening 
activity for us to explore the ‘out of bounds’ boarding side and to monitor the builders’ 
progress. Chris Daw - Estates Manager and Griffin designer - fired essential questions at 

me ranging from my preferred location for coat hooks and noticeboards, to my choice of 
crockery and cutlery design. How many shelves did I need in the study? What a privilege 

to be involved with the opening of a brand new boarding house, a development at a 
school first established in 1567! The final days of preparation had the excitement of a West 

End show’s opening night. It was soon clear that those around me were thrilled at the 
prospect of being part of this new adventure and thank goodness for my Matron Caroline 

Dexter and her assistant, Liz Hargreaves, both with a wealth of experience in boarding. The 
Griffins were just as determined for the House to make the best possible start and I’m sure  

I advised them at the very first House meeting to catch the ball and run with it!

Anne Naylor 
Housemistress of Griffin

GRIFFIN

'The first Griffins had been nesting in Horton Crescent since 2003'
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The newest girls’ House
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I was honoured to receive a Sports Scholarship, and in truth a little 
surprised considering some of the immense talent I’ve seen since 
at Rugby School. I was a little cautious at first and wasn’t sure how 
well I would be suited to the boarding school lifestyle, but being 
thrown into Stanley House with another 26 girls all in the same 
boat was brilliant! My two years there were undoubtedly the best 
years of my life (so far!) and really shaped me into the person I 
am now. I quickly discovered how important a good work ethic 
is - both in the sporting context and in my studies. I represented 
England at a Junior level whilst at Rugby in Pentathlon and since 
then have gone on to represent England at U23 and Senior level 
outdoors and Great Britain at U23 level indoors. I hope to be 
selected for Great Britain at the European team cup Combined 
Events championships in 2016. I will forever be thankful for the 
experiences and opportunities Rugby provided me with and I hope 
many more individuals get to experience the same as I did.

Devon Byrne (St 10-12)

The recent changes in the Royal 
Marines section of the School CCF 
have made an impact on the School 
as well as on my personal outlook – I 
feel immensely privileged to be a 
member during such a pivotal time. 
The RM section of Rugby School was 
the first in the country for this age 
group, officially affiliated in 1982 
and adding to the well-established 
CCF that began in 1860. It was only 
in 2007 that a female pupil joined, 
however, and she only lasted a year 
amongst the ‘meatheads’. 

The exclusivity of the RM section 
was still very much present when 
I joined in 2012, when the female 
cadets peaked at 4, versus 20 boys. In 
contrast to the other sections (which 
were far less selective or rigorous), 
there was a very physical approach to 

our activities, and most of the cadets 
were serious fitness fanatics of some 
sort. In the years since, however, 
there has been a dramatic shift in 
the desired skills sought from a good 
cadet. As the attitude diffused, it 
became apparent that female cadets 
clearly did not weaken the team, but 
made it more dynamic. 

Today, as Second-In-Command, I 
work with Hugh Campbell (Deputy 
Head Boy) to promote a mix of 
skills by encouraging hard work and 
determination rather than ‘planking 
competitions’. In particular, we think 
of Nina Whatmough, who was not 
only the first female head of the RM 
section last year, but also a winner of 
the Leadership Trophy at the annual 
Pringle competition. This was no 
small feat, especially considering 

the testosterone-dominance at 
Lympstone. We now train the biggest 
RM section Rugby has ever seen, 
including the largest number of 
female cadets, who are a huge asset 
to any team. 

I hope that the RM will have the same 
positive impact on the other girls in 
it as it has for me, by encouraging 
them to challenge themselves with 
confidence, and to work as a strong 
team with both boys and girls. 
Moreover, I have learnt that gender is 
no barrier to working hard, and that 
physical strength is not the only skill 
needed in a good cadet, or in many 
other situations…

Anouk Wear (B)
Royal Marines  
Second-In-Command

GIRLS IN THE CCF

INTERNATIONAL 
ATHLETE
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Before I joined Rugby School, I had never 
played polo and thought it would be 
really hard. However, a few of my friends 
convinced me to give it a go as I had eight 
years of riding experience, doing all sorts 
of pony club activities. I went for my first 
lesson about a term and a half into the  
F Block. I soon got the hang of it, but 
hitting the ball at the right time to 
correspond to the pony’s feet movement 
was at first very tricky!

Polo is such an exciting and exhilarating 
sport and it’s also one of the few sports 
where men and women play together. 
The speed at which we play is potentially 
dangerous but so much fun, especially 
when galloping up the pitch whilst hitting 
the ball. We play three-a-side arena polo in 
winter and four-a-side full pitch grass polo in 
the spring/summer.

I have represented the School in various 
tournaments hosted by the Schools and
Universities Polo Association – and I’ve come 
home with silverware from all bar one.

In the F Block, my team and I came 
second in the national schools’ girls’ 
championship, third in the national senior 
schools’ mixed championship. In the E 
block, Ellie Shepherd, Zoe Ashby and I won 
the national schools’ arena championship, 
and Eliza Williams, Charlie Tuite-Dalton 
and I also won the national senior schools’ 
mixed championship in the novice section.

Last year I went to Argentina, the home 
of polo. We stayed on an estancia (polo 
ranch) where I played polo for several 
days. We visited the grounds of the famous 
polo pitch at Palermo, where the very 
prestigious Polo High Goal Tournament 
takes place. And it was amazing to be 
taught by such a good Argentinian polo 
player and play matches with other players 
from all over the world! 

Lauren Wright (Tu)

POLO 
STAR
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2016 is my 10th anniversary working at Goldman Sachs, a 
significant milestone in my career. 10 years in, I am an Executive 
Director in the Government Affairs team of the Executive Office, 
where I manage the firm’s relationship with politicians, regulators 
and other policymakers, both in the UK and Europe, and advise on 
public policy and regulatory developments that are of interest to 
the firm. 

My interest in current affairs can be traced back to my days as a 
pupil at Rugby School. Economics was always my favourite lesson. 
Outside the classroom, I was involved in every school society related 
to current affairs and politics; and my school holidays were filled 
with opportunities provided by the School, from the Young Leaders’ 
Global Conference in New York to the Model European Parliament 
in Brussels. I had an interest and Rugby School nurtured it.

After school I took a gap year, working for three months as a 
journalist in Ghana, followed by a stint travelling around Australia 
and South East Asia, meeting up with Old Rugbeians along the 
way. For the end of my gap year, I worked for a UK Member of 
the European Parliament (MEP) in Brussels, whom I had written to 
asking for a job, having met him when he visited the School. 

With a CV of relevant experience and a demonstrable interest 
in the subject, I was lucky enough to go on to read Social and 
Political Sciences (SPS) at Jesus College, Cambridge and left after 
three years with a first class degree. Much of that I put down to 
the School: the course and college having been recommended to 
me as a 'natural fit' by the Head Master, and the hard work and 
discipline I learned during my time at Rugby.

During my second year of university, I applied for an internship 
at Goldman Sachs. I was surprised to receive an offer and had 
to cancel travel to China, which I had been planning with my 
then boyfriend (who is now my husband). I forewent my last 
summer travelling as a student because such opportunities don't 
come around often. After completing the eight-week internship, 
I received a job offer to join Goldman Sachs full-time following 
graduation, a luxury as I began my third year of studies. 

In many ways, my career started well before I joined Goldman 
Sachs; I was building my CV during my school days. All the 
activities and experience I accumulated then were stepping stones 
to my career now. The great thing about Rugby School is that 
there really is something for everyone. As I look at the careers of 
my Old Rugbeian friends, I'm proud to see their successes across so 
many industries, and I know we all have so much to thank Rugby 
School for. 

Katie Harries (St 00-02)

It’s been 10 years since I left Rugby School and, although 
I still feel like the 18-year-old Bradley girl I once was, I 
am now about to embark on my surgical subspecialty 
training. My ambition is to become an ears, nose and 
throat (ENT) surgeon.

Since leaving Rugby, I have gone through five years 
of Newcastle Medical School, completed my general 
foundation medical training, spent a year volunteering in 
Zambia and travelling around Southern Africa, and am 
now coming to the end of my general surgical training, 
having worked in plastic surgery and ENT. 

I have always known that I wanted to become a surgeon 
but that hasn’t necessarily made the journey any easier. 
Although there is a huge element of luck involved in 
getting into medical school, Rugby School could not have 
equipped me better for it, and for that I am grateful. 

I vividly remember the extra tuition during prep time with 
teachers, the three years with the ‘Take-a-break’ charity 
working with a boy with cerebral palsy, the medical work 
experience arranged through links at the School, the 
speakers at the Medical Society, the suturing workshops 
and trip to the Hunterian Museum, the leadership and 
team-working skills developed on and off the hockey 
pitch/tennis court… The list goes on. 

Rugby provided me with endless opportunities to learn 
new skills and develop others. I am thankful to the teachers 
at Rugby School who were always so generous with 
their time. If I could impart any advice to current pupils 
of Rugby School it would have to be to take nothing for 
granted – grab every opportunity you can as every skill you 
learn at Rugby will stand you in good stead for the rest of 
your life. 

Victoria Harries (B 01-06)

THE HARRIES SISTERS 
KATIE AND VICTORIA
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Marie Beauclerc's life of fearless 
determination during the Victorian era of 
rigid gender and class prejudice is inspiring. 
She taught herself 
shorthand at an 
early age, later 
becoming the first 
female reporter  
in England and  
the first woman 
teacher in an 
English boys' public 
school at Rugby.

Marie Bethell 
Beauclerc was born 
in London in 1845 
as Marie Bethell. 
When she was 
around four years 
old, she and her 
older twin siblings, 
Richard and 
Elizabeth, were sent 
from London to a 
boarding school 
near Bath. By this 
time Marie Bethell's 
surname and the 
surname of her siblings had been changed 
to Beauclerc. The children's father, Richard 
Bethell, died when Marie was five years 
old, but the reason for the name change of 
Marie, Richard and Elizabeth from Bethell 
to Beauclerc is unknown. Marie Beauclerc
attended Weston Boarding School near 
Bath until circumstances forced her to leave
school at age nine. At age twelve she 
began teaching herself shorthand from 
a manual which she found in a waste 
paper basket. The manual, entitled The 
Phonographic Teacher, was written by Sir 
Isaac Pitman. On her thirteenth birthday, 

Marie Beauclerc and her mother moved 
to Birmingham where she continued her 
studies through a member of the Phonetic 

Society in Bath 
who corrected her 
exercises through 
the post.

In 1863, at the 
age of 18, Marie 
Beauclerc was 
engaged for 
two months as 
shorthand literary 
assistant to a 
phrenological 
lecturer visiting 
Birmingham. Later, 
George Dawson 
(1821–1876), 
editor of the 
Birmingham 
Morning News 
between 1871 
and 1873, also 
engaged Marie 
Beauclerc because 
of her outstanding 
shorthand 

reporting skills. The appointment of a 
female reporter by the Birmingham Morning 
News was extraordinary as it was the first 
time in England that a female had been 
engaged by a newspaper as a shorthand 
reporter. At this time, shorthand was still 
a male-dominated expertise; however, 
from approximately 1865 until Dawson's 

sudden death in 1876, Marie Beauclerc also 
recorded most of the content of the nine 
volumes of Dawson's lectures, prayers  
and sermons.

In 1874 the Perry Barr Institute in 
Birmingham was established and Marie 
Beauclerc was appointed teacher of 
phonography. She held her position at this 
institute for 14 years until 1888. She was 
also engaged to teach phonography when 
it was introduced at the Birmingham and 
Midland Institute in 1876.

In 1888, Miss Beauclerc was accorded the 
high honour of being appointed Teacher 
of Shorthand at Rugby School. This was 
the first time shorthand had been taught 
in an English public school and it was 
the first appointment of a female teacher 
in an English boys' public school. There 
were one hundred boys in her classes 
and Dr Percival, Head Master at this time, 
‘expressed his satisfaction at the excellence 
of the teaching and the progress made by 
the pupils’. Beauclerc also taught dancing 
and callisthenics.

Marie Bethell Beauclerc died on 19 
September 1897. She is buried at Key Hill 
Cemetery, Birmingham, two plots away 
from George Dawson.

Tim Mercer

MARIE BETHELL BEAUCLERC
FIRST FEMALE TEACHER AT RUGBY SCHOOL

MARIE BEAUCLERC'S LIFE OF FEARLESS 
DETERMINATION DURING THE VICTORIAN ERA OF 
RIGID GENDER AND CLASS PREJUDICE IS INSPIRING.

|  Archive
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FORTY YEARS ON…
I was asked to interview the current 
Chairman of the Governing Body, Lucinda 
Holmes, and her daughter, Immy, now in the 
XX in Tudor. My brief was to ascertain from 
them how their experiences of co-education 
have shaped them and how they think the 
School is in terms of equality, 40 years after 
the first young women were admitted to 
Rugby in 1975.

LH: I have a legitimate claim to being one 
of the oldest old girls in existence as I was 
the oldest girl who entered the Dean LXX 
when it opened in 1978. 
LMB: Was it a totally different 
environment then?
LH: Yes, our Housemaster was a 
clergyman, the Rev. Gerald Hughes. I had 
no female teachers and a special female 
teacher was brought in specially for our 
games lessons – I think we did dance –  
as there were no formal games for  
girls. There were two women Tutors 
though. We had no Matron, made our 

own breakfast, and had to do our own 
washing. Nor was there a uniform. We 
were relied upon to wear something 
‘suitable’. We were attached to a boys’ 
House and had lunch and supper there 
and took part in their House plays. If you 
wanted to act, you were spoiled for the 
choicest parts since the boys were only 
too delighted to relinquish the dresses 
they had traditionally donned to play the 
female roles. 
IH: I find it unbelievable now when Mum 
talks about Rugby. It seems so normal for 
the School to have girls these days. I have 
a mixture of male and female teachers. 
I’ve had male and female Tutors and men 
who have coached me hockey … It feels 
like a 50:50 environment especially in the 
sixth form … because it is!
LMB: Cindy, did you exploit the male 
teachers with whom you came into 
contact?

LH: Oh yes! I’m afraid we probably did. 
There was a sixth form bar in the old 
Modern Languages building and if we had 
too much to drink – there was a choice of 
cider or beer – we could get away with it 
because our Hm didn’t know how to deal 
with us. We were lucky to be so massively 
in demand for plays and the choir too as 
there were only 25 or so girls in the School 
at that time, and just 13 of us in Dean. 
The choir master was delighted with the 
influx of sopranos. 
LMB: Were you all good friends?
LH: Yes, we were. Some were rather more 
traumatised by the experience of Rugby 
than others but we had to change and 
be more confident, and Rugby tried to 
change to accommodate us too. We built 
really strong relationships with the boys 
and not just as boyfriends and girlfriends.  
LMB: I’ve always felt that that is one of 
Rugby’s real strengths, that boys and girls 
are, primarily, good friends. 
IH: I agree. There’s no competition in 
male/female relationships. It’s a chilled 

atmosphere, like a university. I remember 
coming here when I was little to visit my 
older brothers and sister, and that’s one 
of the things that really struck me about 
this School. There’s no pressure to be in a 
relationship and girls certainly have equal 
opportunities. 
LH: There were still a lot of the same 
rules for boys and girls back in my day as 
there are now – no PDA (public displays 
of affection) and no boys were allowed 
upstairs in Houses. Being in such a 
minority then wasn’t always easy and we 
did feel that we were very much under the 
spotlight. Our arrival in Chapel on the first 
morning is not an experience I will ever 
forget! But generally we were welcomed 
and encouraged and the opportunities 
open to us made it a life-changing 
experience.  We had the sense that 
anything was possible, especially coming 
from an all-girls’ school, as I did. 

LMB: What about sport?
LH: We loved the opportunities we were 
given to join the boys in all sorts of sports 
and activities, and we were given the 
chance to try our hand at so many things 
like sailing, golf and shooting and so many 
musical groups. I even played the harp for 
half a term.
LMB: It’s long been one of my bugbears 
that girls’ sport isn’t taken as seriously as 
boys’ …
IH: That’s true, but girls are just sometimes 
too modest with regard to sport. We have 
some really successful teams here. And 
we’ve even got a girls’ football team. 
LMB: What about the last bastion 
of macho nonsense – Stodge (the 
tuck shop)? It’s always struck me as a 
throwback to those bad old days. 
IH: I think it’s quite funny. Lots of my 
friends go to Stodge and are great and 
stand up to the boys. The boys are quite 
surprised when some feisty girl pushes 
them out of the way! 
LMB: I suppose the acid test is to ask if 
you’d send your daughter here, Immy?
IH: Definitely. It’s a great school for girls. 
LMB: And Cindy, your grand-daughter?
LH: Wow! Well, I guess that might happen 
in about 20 years so it’s a long way in 
the future. But, yes, by then Rugby will 
probably be even more brilliant than it 
is now and definitely a fantastic co-ed 
school, so, yes, that would be perfect!

I felt enriched listening to Cindy reminiscing 
about the origins of female education at 
Rugby, and delighted that Immy has such 
a positive outlook on her life in the School, 
nearly 40 years on. As a parent of an Old 
Rugbeian daughter and a current Rugbeian 
son, my view largely coalesces with theirs: 
that for the most part, boys and girls co-exist 
at Rugby healthily and harmoniously. They 
are totally different, of course, and we can 
never afford to ignore or deny that, but the 
one strengthens and develops the other. 
Here’s to the next four decades (at least) of 
co-education.

Lizzie Beesley
Housemistress of Southfield House
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