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EDITORIAL

This year our centenary commemoration of the unfolding course of the First World War focused 
on one of the most famous of the fallen from Rugby School, Rupert Brooke. His death from 
septicaemia in Skyros on 23rd April 1915 was only the first of many thousands that were to follow 
during the abortive Gallipoli campaign, conceived by Churchill in order to neutralise the Ottoman 
Empire, then supporting the Kaiser. Churchill was to write Brooke’s obituary, and to cause to be 
read from the pulpit of St Paul’s Cathedral the words which adorn Brooke’s memorial in Chapel: 

If I should die think only this of me:

That there’s some corner of a foreign field

That is forever England…

Alongside Brooke when he died was his friend Denis Browne, also an O.R., and one of the most 
promising composers of his generation. Eight weeks later he too was to die in battle. The work 
of both men was commemorated in the Memorial chapel this summer during the Arts Festival, 
allowing us to remember – and possibly to discover – the achievement of two of our most 
illustrious alumni brutally cut off before their talents could find full expression.

The Rugby World Cup saw the “Rugbymen” of the world tramping round the Close and admiring 
the many embellishments that greeted us on our return to School in September: eye catching 
panels explaining some of vocabulary and traditions of the game, box trees topiarised into rugby 
ball shapes, and, most intriguing of all, Gavin Turk’s giant rugby ball, poised (presumably) for  
a conversion - but strangely exhausted-looking, as if suddenly having struck the earth like a 
leathery meteorite. 

The epic events leading up to the tournament, the strange sight of Prince William leaning on a 
spade with Johnny Wilkinson, and the triumphant performance of the choir at the opening night 
itself at Twickenham will be recounted in the following pages. 

Uniting the themes of our ancestral game and the conflicts of a hundred years ago, the Sedbergh 
match commemorated the lives and untimely deaths of Ronald Poulton Palmer and Frederick 
Turner who went on to captain the English and Scottish teams respectively before being sent to 
fight on the Western Front. Jonathan Smith writes about the memorial celebrations on Page 10.
A year ago (but after the completion of the previous Meteor), we welcomed Peter Green as 
our new Head Master, who, an erstwhile rugby player for Scotland, has played a leading role in 
introducing the world to Rugby School and making sure that the School was up to meeting its 
role as one of the two foci of the World Cup celebrations. He is interviewed by the two Heads of 
School on Page (?)

These are only some of the peaks of this year’s life at Rugby, and the following pages unfold more 
of the sung and unsung events which have made up another typically busy and eventful twelve 
months at the School, both in and out of the public eye. 

Many thanks to everyone who has made this edition possible, especially to Amanda Hunter for 
many of the photographs, and to Reuben Wakeman at Mercer Design.

ACL and AF
2015
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Chaplain’s Notes 2015

The national rugby season ended well for Worcester Warriors, with promotion to the 
Premiership. Celebrations continued into the Summer with the marriage of Warriors’ 
centre Alex Grove (SF, 2001-06) and Natasha Peachey (D, 2003-08). It was the best 
kind of rugby union. Let us hope that by the time you read this, all of England will 
have rugby news to celebrate.

This year’s notes take their inspiration from sport and from music. Bobby Bare is a 
singer, accomplished in not one but two kinds of music, Country and Western; and I 
have found in him a kindred spirit because like me he’s fond of a good metaphor. His 
masterpiece is the modern classic “Dropkick me Jesus”. 

The song “Dropkick me Jesus” is a metaphor, one could even say a modern-day 
parable. The singer sees himself as the ball, the posts as the goal of a life well-lived, 
and Jesus as a sort of George Ford figure by whose power he, Bobby, the ball, will 
reach the goalposts, which represent life’s end. The song begins with the refrain, a 
prayer that the power of Christ would propel him in the right direction, that he might 
make his journey with single-minded devotion and determination. It goes like this:

Drop kick me Jesus through the goal posts of life
End over end neither left nor to right
Straight through the heart of them righteous uprights
Drop kick me Jesus through the goal posts of life.

It’s an interesting idea, and it reveals a very trusting approach to faith. He knows there’s 
no way for him to achieve his life’s goals by his own power, any more than a ball sitting 
on the pitch can suddenly leap up and propel itself over the bar. Asking Jesus to give 
him a kick is an acknowledgement that he needs God’s help to reach his goal.

I’m not sure if I entirely agree that we human beings are simply passive objects when 
it comes to our trajectory through life, but I do admire the simple faith of a man who 
acknowledges his own unworthiness and looks to one greater than himself for power 
and strength.

You will of course have noticed that Bobby Bare’s theology at this early stage of 
the song seems thoroughly rooted in the reformed tradition, finding echoes in the 
writings of Luther and Calvin and owing an obvious debt to the prominent Swiss 
reformation theologian Ulrich Zwingli. 

In the next verse of the song, Bobby asks God to make him a better person; though 
the words he uses are rather different from that. He acknowledges that we human 
beings aren’t designed to operate on our own, but to work as part of a team. He 
expands his metaphor slightly to see God as a sort of heavenly Stuart Lancaster type 
figure, directing the tactics of the team on earth. Again he expresses his dependence 
on the power of God. You will of course note his clear references to Romans 7:15 as 
you read the words:

Make me, oh make me, Lord more than I am
Make me a piece in your master game plan
Free from the earthly temptation below
I’ve got the will, Lord, if you’ve got the toe.

No doubt you cleverly spotted the hint of Arminianism creeping into that last line, and 
you are thinking to yourselves, “Aha, this Bobby Bare is not as smart as the Chaplain 
thinks he is, for surely his soteriological viewpoint implies belief in conditional election! 
Indeed the song seems to be moving in the direction of semi-Pelagianism at best or 
Socinianism at worst.”

How right you are. Is it our will, or is it the toe of the Lord, that propels us forward? 
It’s a vexed question. 

The next verse finds Bobby romping in the Parnassian fields of eschatology, where 
youthful exuberance has ever had its fling. 

He remembers his loved ones who have died, and all the great saints of old who 
have been an inspiration to him and who’ve gone on before into God’s presence. He 
pictures them going ahead of him, mowing down the opposition’s defence. 

Take all the brothers who’ve gone on before
And all of the sisters who’ve knocked on your door
All the departed dear loved ones of mine
Stick’em up front in the offensive line.

And now his theology has become dodgy in the extreme. Can we really invoke the 
aid of the faithful departed in our daily lives on earth? Well, to quote another great 
theologian, Father Jack Hackett, that would be an ecumenical matter.

It’s a great song. Is he serious, or is it one big mickey-take? Well, he’s from Tennessee, 
so I think we can rule out irony, and if you listen to a recording you will agree that he 
certainly sounds as if he means it. And anyway, however it was intended to be heard 
- and when he sat down to write the song in Nashville he surely didn’t dare to dream 
that it might one day form the basis of a Meteor article - it certainly makes you think, 
because it raises two fundamental questions which we have to answer if we’re not just 
to drift aimlessly through our life:

What are your goals?
How are you going to get there? 

For myself, I’m with Bobby. Dropkick me, Jesus.
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Rugby School reached across the globe 
when it featured in the Rugby World Cup 
Opening Ceremony at Twickenham on 
Friday night (18 September) watched by 
450 million people across the globe.

The top independent school and 
birthplace of the game soared into the 
spotlight with film footage capturing its 
historic buildings and the School’s main 
playing field – the Close - where William 
Webb Ellis, a schoolboy in 1823, famously 
broke the rules of football when he 
caught the ball and ran with it.

Rugby School pupil, Ed Anthony, 14, 
played a starring role in the ceremony as 
Webb Ellis, both in the film and live at the 
stadium - scaling a tower of rugby players 
to seize the ultimate prize of the Rugby 
World Cup, the Webb Ellis Trophy.

The secret days of filming in June saw 
a state-of-the art drone, equipped with 
a camera, flying through the School’s 
ancient cloisters and quads to capture a 
re-enactment of the moment when the 
game of rugby as we now know it began.

Historic school buildings were converted 
into wardrobe and make-up studios, 
while classrooms were commandeered 
for costume racks and catering. Old Big 
School, the very first classroom, became 
an atmospheric base for the hi-tech drone 
and latest filming equipment.

Pupils from the School’s youngest rugby 
team were selected for the re-enactment 
game alongside the Head Boy role, which 
was played by professional actor, Asa 
Butterfield, star of Hugo and The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas.

Rugby School teachers and pupils, 
including the Head Boy, Rory 
Farquharson, were among the 140 extras 
involved in the filming. They were joined 
by a stellar cast of rugby greats including 
Sir Clive Woodward, Jason Leonard, Sir 
Ian McGeeghan, Maggie Alphonsi, Serge 
Betsen and Gonzalo Camacho. 

Stephen Brown, England Rugby 2015 
Managing Director, said: “The School’s 
history and heritage with the game meant 
it was the perfect location to bring the story 
of Rugby alive for fans across the world.”

Ed, who auditioned for the role of Webb 
Ellis along with some of his rugby-playing 
peers, said he could never have envisaged 
he would be offered such an amazing 
opportunity.

“It’s been an incredible time being at Rugby 
School during the World Cup year, but to 
get this role as well was quite something,” 
he said. “Being selected to play the role of 
William Webb Ellis has just been fantastic - 
a real dream come true. I auditioned for the 
part, never believing I’d get it. But I do love 
playing rugby!”

But the best part of Ed’s experience was 
yet to come with the arrival, a week later, 
of HRH Prince Harry and Jonny Wilkinson, 
who had agreed to play the part of 19th 
century school gardeners watching while 
‘Webb Ellis’ made rugby history. 

He spent a morning with Prince Harry 
and Jonny Wilkinson who, in period dress, 
were instructed to look on sceptically 
while ‘Webb Ellis’, with a fine disregard 
for the rules of the game, charged past 
with the ball under his arm. ‘It’ll never 
catch on,’ they agree. 

And as a final tribute to Rugby School 
and its heritage, members of the School’s 
choirs – more than 80 pupils - performed 
live at the Opening Ceremony to add 
their voices to the rousing rugby anthems 
that were sung to mark the opening of 
the Rugby World Cup tournament 2015.

Head Master Peter Green said: “It was 
thrilling for all of us at Rugby to have the 
school featured in the Opening Ceremony, 
and particularly to have Prince Harry and 
Jonny Wilkinson in the cast. It’s a great 
tribute to the School as the birthplace of 
the game nearly 100 years ago. In 2017 
we mark our 450th anniversary. As a co-ed 
school with more than 800 pupils, Rugby 
School would be unrecognisable to William 
Webb Ellis. But the ethos remains the same: 
allowing the whole person to flourish.”    

“The School’s history and heritage with the game  
meant it was the perfect location to bring the  
story of Rugby alive for fans across the world.”

Stephen Brown, England Rugby 2015 Managing Director

450 MILLION VIEWERS WATCH  
RUGBY SCHOOL STAR IN WORLD  

CUP OPENING CEREMONY  
‘THE SCHOOL BEHIND THE GAME’
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Playing the part of William Webb Ellis 
feels as though it has been the single 
greatest experience of my life so far, and 
it truly has. As a pupil of Rugby School, 
William Webb Ellis is a prestigious person 
to play as he pioneered the game which 
was named after the School. It was a 
great honour to stand up in front of the 
world and lift up the Cup that bears the 
famous name of Webb Ellis, representing 
my School, the country, rugby (the sport) 
but most of all my friends and family 
eagerly watching at home and fully 
supporting me. Standing on top of the 
huge pyramid of people with the eyes of 
the world gazing upon me, it brought 
new meaning to the phrase, “standing on 
top of the world.”

My journey first began on a sunny April 
afternoon in the Lent term. I and eleven 
others were ushered up to the Sports 
Centre Café, where we were met by 
a beaming Mr Brown and two other 
intimidating strangers. We were told that 
we had been selected to participate in 
some auditions for a part in the opening 
ceremony. Obviously at the time I 
had absolutely no idea what the role 
would entail, but nevertheless I felt the 
scary suspicion that it was going to be 
something big.

After the auditions I trudged solemnly 
back to house recounting the events 
which had taken place. I had been 
auditioned last and was pleased with my 
performance. My drop kick had been one 
of the best kicks I had ever done and my 
interview had gone smoothly. I wouldn’t 
find out my fate until returning home 
in the last week of the Easter holidays, 
from a sunny cricket tour to Dubai. Two 
nights after the tour my dad asked me 
for a word in my room and sat me down 
on my bed. I was eager to know what 
he had to say. It was rare and out of 
the ordinary to have a serious chat on 
my bed. The first thing he said was that 
I had been chosen but that there was 
no pressure on me to do it. My answer 
danced on the tip of my tongue before 
I could finally force the words out from 
behind the surprise. I spluttered out a yes.
The next couple of weeks flew by in 
the mad build-up to the first day of 
filming at school. It was on a sunny 
Sunday three weeks later that the filming 
company came to Rugby to film the 
School, and my friends and I re-enacted 
the legendary event that changed the 
course of sport. My first day of filming 
went quicker than anticipated and 
before I knew it the whole day was at 
an end. I felt that it had gone fine but 
I was scared that I hadn’t quite been 
what they wanted. This fear was what 

haunted me most of the time, the fear of 
being rejected and replaced. As I ambled 
back to house the film company’s rep 
came up to me and asked for a word. 
She explained to me that my next bout 
of filming was to happen two days 
from now but without the comfort 
of my friends nearby. This time, she 
said, I would be in ‘higher company’. 
I immediately pressed her for more 
information and she finally gave in and 
told me that I would be having a shot 
with not only Jonny Wilkinson but also 
Prince Harry!!!

Meeting Jonny was scary but he is a really 
nice guy. The one thing I struggled to 
get over was that he was smaller than 
me. I never formally met Prince Harry 
but he had small chats with me between 
takes. He was surprisingly normal and a 
really nice fellow but at the time I was 
too overwhelmed to enjoy it as much as I 
could. After all, it’s not every day you get 
to meet him.

For the next six months or so I had to just 
forget about the world cup and focus on 
getting on with normal life, which wasn’t 
easy. It wasn’t until the last weekend of 
the summer holidays that my services 
were needed again, but the first thing I 
did was travel down to Ealing in London 
to learn how to climb the huge human 
pyramid and grab the Cup. Before I could 
blink the new school year had started and 
I was just another school boy again. One 
of my toughest challenges was keeping 
quiet about what the ceremony consisted 
of and my role in it. Even though this 
was the case, it didn’t stop my friends 
from giving me their full support and I 
could feel their excitement. As well as my 
friends the choir were a great support; 
their banter and company made the 
whole experience more comfortable. I 
had a lot of respect for them as they had 
to do ten times more work than I had to 
do, all for zero screen time.

On the day of the performance I was 
nervous, scared yet excited. As the coach 
approached London and the striking 
stadium launched into view, my nerves 
worsened dramatically. For the entirety 
of the morning I couldn’t sit still, my 
twitchiness was only broken when I got 
to lift the real Cup without gloves for
the first time above my head prior to the 
ceremony. Lifting the Cup for the real 
thing would mark me as only the second 
Englishman to officially it, after Martin 
Johnson. As the day progressed and the 
fans started to enter the stadium and fill 
up the seats, my excitement rose a level 
and the nausea of my nerves quickly 
quelled the excited feeling. Evening 

descended and I was led into the tunnel. 
I could feel the waves of noise centred 
around the pitch and to my astonishment 
my nerves started to subside and I felt 
more at ease. Suddenly my cue was being 
blared through my ear piece and I was 
steadily jogging onto the pitch.

The next five minutes felt like twenty 
seconds and the noise of the crowd was 
swept up with adrenaline. All I could 
focus on was the gleaming Cup and the 
pounding of my heart between my ears. I 
started to climb. I grasped the two golden 
handles of the Cup and lifted the most 
valuable object ever placed in my hands 
above my head to the roar of the crowd.

Returning to School was the greatest 
sense of relief I think I’ve ever felt. Of 
course I was going to miss being in the 
limelight and I was bound to get used to 
the Webb Ellis jokes, along with catching 
up all the work I’d missed, but being 
Webb Ellis made me feel the proudest I’d 
ever felt. Can life get any better than that?

Edward Anthony

My experience as William Webb Ellis
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Rugby began the year of the 2015 Rugby 
World Cup with a weekend celebrating 
two exceptional rugby players who made 
the ultimate sacrifice 100 years ago. 

On Sunday 11 January a Rugby and 
a Sedbergh XV met on the Close to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the death of Ronald Poulton Palmer 
(School House, 1903-1908) and Frederick 
Turner (Sedgwick House, Sedbergh 1902-
1907).  Freddie and Ronnie captained 
Scotland/England in 1912/13 and 
1913/14 respectively, and faced each 
other in the final Home International 
before the outbreak of the First World 
War. Both were killed by sniper fire on 
the Western Front within months of each 
other in 1915.

On the eve of the match (won 20-
19 by Rugby in the final moments) a 

commemorative dinner was held in 
Collingwood Hall for both teams and 
the Rugby fraternity of both schools. 
David Ray, former Rugby master and 
military expert, said Grace derived from 
two footballer-poets. Both Head Masters 
spoke. Head Chef Aaron Latham had 
devised an imaginative menu based 
on Tommy’s rations. Moving speeches 
were given by Michael Raw, President 
of Sedbergh Football Club and School 
Historian, and by Finlay Calder of 
Scotland and British Lions fame. There 
was a mood of grateful reminiscence.

The match will not only be remembered 
by the many Old Rugbeians, staff and 
current pupils who watched but will 
be immortalised in the media. The 
Guardian newspaper sent their rugby 
correspondent (Rob Kitson) and a 
photographer whose report will appear 

in the run-up to the World Cup in 
September; and a video artist (Ravi 
Deepres) commissioned by Rugby Art 
Gallery and Museum was there to gather 
footage for a brand new art film to be 
screened in Rugby and elsewhere, also in 
September.

The match was preceded by a minute’s 
silence in memory of the fallen and 
followed by the unveiling of a memorial 
bench by Simon Penniston (C 65-70), 
President of the Rugbeian Society, a 
gift that many future spectators will no 
doubt be grateful for. Thus it was a day 
of looking back and looking forward, a 
fitting start to a year when the birthplace 
of the game will again become a focus for 
the sporting world.

JCS

WW1 commemoration match

“A momentous 
occasion where 

both schools 
honoured the 

brave men  
who fought 

and died 
during the First 

World War”
To promote their recent move from 
London to their new home, or “nest”, at 
the Ricoh Arena in Coventry, two Wasps 
players, Will Rowlands (OR) and Elliott 
Daly, visited Rugby and had lunch in 
School House. Elliot Daly, 22, is already 
a hugely successful rugby player, having 
played over 100 games for Wasps and 
has also represented the England Saxons 
team this year. Will Rowlands got his blue 
at Oxford, representing the university as 
a lock; he has just signed a contract with 
Wasps and has played a small number of 

matches. Over lunch, both players spoke 
to some of the boys about their careers 
and experiences so far and their hopes 
for the future. Having himself attended 
School House between 2005 and 2010, 
Will Rowlands (brother of Ewan and Toby 
Rowlands, LXX and D block respectively) 
said, “It’s great to be back. I have some 
very fond memories of my time at Rugby 
School, both on and off the playing 
fields”. After lunch, they met some of 
the School’s aspiring sports players, took 
a tour of the School’s historic grounds – 

including the William Webb Ellis statue 
– and took part in a question and answer 
session with a range of pupils. The 
players also met members of the current 
XV, with whom they talked about their 
experiences of playing at Premiership 
level and swapped ideas about game 
tactics. Elliot and Will kindly presented 
the School with a signed Wasps shirt to 
commemorate their visit. 

Theo Lindsay

Visit of London Wasps to Rugby School 

Wasps rugby players Will Rowlands and 
Elliot Daly took time out from training 
today to visit Rugby School ahead of the 
Club’s first game at the Ricoh Arena on 
Sunday 21st December against Aviva 
Premiership Rugby rivals London Irish.  
  
The players were visiting the Warwickshire 
boarding school, famous for being the 
birthplace of Rugby Union, to meet some 
of the school’s aspiring sports players, take 
a tour of the school’s historic grounds – 
including the William Webb Ellis statue 
– and take part in a question and answer 
session. The players also met members 
of the current Rugby School XV and 

exchanged ideas and their experiences of 
playing at Premiership level. 
The two players presented the school 
with a signed Wasps shirt, dedicated 
to the pupils at Rugby School, to 
commemorate their visit.   

Wasps second row, Will Rowlands, a 
former Rugby School pupil between 
2005-2010, commented:

“It’s great to be back. I have some very 
fond memories of my time at Rugby School, 
both on and off the playing fields. It’s been 
great to meet some of the school’s up and 
coming rugby players and give them some 

guidance and answer their questions. Now 
that Wasps are based in Warwickshire I’m 
very keen to come back more frequently 
and see how some of the lads are 
developing. I hope they return the favour on 
the 21st December!” 

Peter Green, Head Master at Rugby 
School, said: 

“The arrival of Wasps cements the Midlands 
as the heart of top class Rugby football in 
England. We look forward to establishing 
links with Wasps as we do with other clubs 
in the area and we wish them every success 
in their new home.”

Wasps visit Rugby School ahead of Ricoh opener 
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Tom Bentham (1980)

Tom – ‘Tommy B’ – arrived at Rugby in 
January 1980 to teach brass after a year’s 
teaching at Giggleswick School. Aged 
just 24, he was already an accomplished 
trumpeter, having been a member of the 
Northern Universities’ Brass Ensemble 
whilst a student at Lancaster University 
and having served as a bandsman for two 
years in the Household Cavalry, where 
he played at the annual Trooping of the 
Colour. 

Tom has clearly enjoyed his teaching 
at Rugby – teaching countless trumpet 
lessons but also teaching listening skills 
to the F Block and world music at GCSE 
– and pupils have enjoyed being taught 
by him.  Tom has also been involved in 
the pastoral side of the School as a tutor, 
first in School House, then in Kilbracken 
and latterly in Town House.  Generations 
of his tutees are thankful to him for his 
no-nonsense advice that encouraged 
them to make the most of their talents 
and all the opportunities in front of them. 
Tom started Clay Pigeon Shooting as an 
option from scratch and coached the 
team for fifteen years, during which time 
they were National Champions three 
years running. Tom has also coached 
girls’ football and at various times run a 
drum and bugle corps for the CCF and 
the gardening option for Community 
Action.  At one time he was even Master 
in Charge of Ferrets! 

In the Music Department, Tom started 
the Jazz Orchestra (originally called 
the Swing Band), has conducted the 
Symphony Orchestra and is responsible 
for the Last Post at the Service of 
Remembrance. But it’s perhaps his work 
with the Concert Band, and specifically 
with the Christmas Concert, where he’ll 
be remembered most. When he took 
over the Concert Band twenty years ago, 
he was determined to create a format 
for the Christmas Concert that the whole 
School would both look forward to and 
participate in. He transformed it from 
a traditional seasonal concert into an 
exciting festive showcase of the full range 
of talent – pupil and staff – across the 
Music Department, and each year it’s 
got better and better. Every Advent term 

colleagues suddenly became absorbed 
in their cup of coffee or newspaper, eyes 
straight down, each time Tom came over 
to them in the Common Room in case he 
was about to ask them (and Tom draws 
a thin line between asking and telling) 
to dress up as Santa or to conduct the 
Floreat!

When I arrived for interview at Rugby, it 
was Tom who greeted me and whisked 
me off to lunch in Town House where he 
convinced me that this was the school 
to work at, such was his enthusiasm for 
the place. When I took the job, Tom’s 
many years’ service meant he had all the 
necessary experience to provide me with 
insightful and wise advice on a range 
of matters when I needed it. I’m very 
grateful to him for that, as much as I’m 
also grateful for his friendship and good 
humour. 

When I asked Tom why he’d stayed 
at Rugby for so long, he simply said: 
‘Because it’s a great place to bring up 
family and because I’ve enjoyed being 
here so much’. We wish him and his 
wife Caroline a very long and happy 
retirement in their new home in Yorkshire 
(a surprising choice of location for a 
Lancastrian!) and sailing around the rivers 
of Europe on their boat. 

RJT
 

Helen Lawson (1999)

Helen Lawson arrived at Rugby in 1999, 
appointed as a teacher in the Learning 
Support Department at a time when 
pupils’ special educational needs were 
becoming an increasingly important part 
of the main educational programme.  
But her talents were not restricted to this 
Department: Helen is also an excellent 
tutor and an outstanding Drama teacher 
and has contributed to the School as 
both things.

Helen began as a tutor in Marshall House, 
where she combined a great affinity with 
the pupils with legendary firmness – woe 
betide any boy or girl who dared to speak 
with their hands in their pockets! This 
attitude was always balanced, though, by 

her jovial personality as she endeavoured 
to engage with the pupils’ lives. When Ed 
Beesley was appointed as Housemaster 
of School Field in 2004 he asked Helen 
to join the House team there and soon 
came to regard her as both a wonderful 
tutor and a great friend. Although her 
tutees are never allowed much room for 
manoeuvre, Helen isn’t prescriptive and 
her greatest strength lies in the emotional 
intelligence she brings to her tutoring. 
She’s a friend to many of the boys in the 
House and there’s no doubt she’s helped 
make it a better place. 

Helen jokes that she’s ‘always needed a 
semi-permanent removal van’, having five 
different classrooms over her time here. 
Her favourite classroom, Rose Cottage, 
was devastated by a fire in 2010, which 
destroyed almost all of Helen’s resources 
and pupils’ work. This event was a sad 
reminder of Helen’s husband Dave, 
who was a fireman. His death in 2005 
(through pancreatic cancer) was a tragic 
blow, which Helen coped with resolutely 
and with great courage. 

Helen is enviably talented in a variety 
of apparently incompatible areas, but 
she also brings to everything she does 
a whirlwind energy, accompanied by 
a soundtrack of sardonic comment or 
illuminating character-sketch. In others, 
this energy is self-preservative, but 
Helen’s focused concern for her pupils is 
legendary. She never gives up on them 
and even the most bewildered leave her 
with self-assurance born of the possession 
of skills they often never dreamt they 
could acquire. Force of personality alone 
isn’t enough, of course, and anyone 
who’s been in Helen’s classrooms will 
have found them an Aladdin’s cave of 
resources.  Booklets, anthologies, carefully 
sought-out examples, bespoke revision 
plans ... all troop past the hungry and 
admiring eye, and the walls are a triumph 
of information, advice and, naturally, 
humour. For someone so rapid in speech 
and action as Helen is, the painstaking 
effort behind all this is obvious and it’s 
clear that, though designated ‘part time’ 
in the nomenclature of the School, there 
are few staff who are as ‘full-on’ as Helen. 
Helen’s Drama lessons are highly creative 
and incredibly well-planned. They’re 
always being refined and it’s a joy to 
read what her pupils have to say about 
them. Helen began Drama Club nine 
years ago and, since then, it’s helped 
many pupils blossom, grow and gain in 
confidence.  The talents that she’s helped 
foster have also played a significant role 
in the success of those pupils who’ve 
gone on to take up a place at world-
famous institutes for the performing arts. 
Some of the most memorable occasions 
in the School have been Helen’s theatre 
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productions, such as The Crucible and 
Romeo and Juliet – and who could forget 
her Poetry Recital, Dramatic Monologue 
and Duologue Competitions (three ‘firsts’ 
at Rugby) and her contributions to the 
annual Arts Festival or the six Whose Line 
is it Anyway? comedy shows she wrote, 
all of them complete sell outs? In all this 
Helen is amazingly modest about her 
own achievements and is always prepared 
to stand back and let the pupils take 
centre stage. 

Helen’s plans for retirement suggest the 
years to come will be at least as busy 
as her time at Rugby. From playing the 
piano to writing to travelling the world to 
visiting friends and family, we wish Helen 
well for the future. 

LJES 
 

John Taylor (1999)

I first met John in June 1999 on a sunny 
evening at Tudor. It was clear that he was 
an extremely clever man – an academic 
scholar at Oxford and with a Double 
First in Physics and Philosophy – and I 
was happily confident that he would add 
much to the academic life of the School 
and be able to advise on clear tutoring 
and learning strategies. 

As a Housemaster, I’ve worked with John 
as a tutor since he joined Tudor in 1999 
and through the move of boys and staff to 
amalgamate with Whitelaw. Throughout 
that time, John has shown himself to be 
loyal to all his tutees and to the rationale 
of the boarding environment. He’s given 
excellent advice to a range of tutees, 
encouraging and supporting the less able as 
well as stretching the Oxbridge candidates. 
It’s typical of John that he’s always made 
a special effort to help new boys who are 
homesick, inviting them to take a walk 
with his much loved Airedale. John has 
always been the first to volunteer to support 
initiatives in the House to overcome any 
form of hierarchy based on age only – he 
strongly believes that creating the right 
atmosphere to work is vital. 

John was appointed Head of Physics in 
2002, then Director of Critical Skills in 

2007 and Head of Philosophy in 2012. 
In six years as Head of Physics, John 
led the Department through several 
curriculum changes and made a mark 
on the Science Schools by re-modelling 
some of the laboratory facilities. As 
Director of Critical Skills, he developed 
the Extended Project Qualifications. John 
believes that academic success is the 
outcome of high-quality teaching and 
learning. Most fundamentally, he believes 
effective teaching is where students are 
taught to think for themselves. It’s been 
John’s promotion of this idea that keeps 
Rugby at the centre of innovation. The 
development of the thinking student 
was first seen in John’s ‘Perspectives on 
Science’ course, which subsequently 
developed into the first EPQ. He guided 
interested Heads of Department with 
course developments of their own and 
later introduced the similar Independent 
Research Project for the D Block. Anyone 
who has worked with John will know that 
he always knows how to ask just the right 
question at the right time to enable pupils 
to push themselves to the highest level of 
achievement. I myself have worked with 
John as part of the Geography-based EPQs 
and IRPs and fully appreciate exactly what 
he’s been able to achieve. 

During the development of the EPQ, 
John was able to draw upon the expertise 
of the historian Niall Fergusson and 
the philosopher A. C. Grayling. John 
has organised and hosted a number 
of conferences with these leading 
international speakers, certainly helping 
put Rugby on the educational map. 
John has also developed virtual learning 
platforms, such as the Philosophy 
Zone, which enables online support for 
students from partner schools, an idea 
that has been subsequently taken up by 
the Institute of Education as a research 
project. In 2012, John published his book 
Think Again: A Philosophical Approach 
to Teaching, which provides a practical 
model for a school-wide strategy for 
encouraging a deeper and more reflective 
approach to all curriculum matters. 

Amidst all this, John has not neglected 
the practical issue of gaining 
qualifications for himself and for the 
last few years he’s been Chief Examiner 
at Edexcel for the EPQ, which has 
given him insights into both the way in 
which Ofqual works and the awarding 
process. John’s experience here has kept 
Rugby ahead of the changing nature of 
educational qualifications. John has also 
advised Edexcel’s parent company about 
A Level reform and leads a senior team of 
examiners at Edexcel in work with partner 
organisations such as the Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation, the Royal Society and the 
Wellcome Trust. 

John has sustained the demands of a 
busy school – not least as a long-term 
servant of recreational swimming. He 
formed the Black Lamp Society to discuss 
philosophical issues, and I know these 
meetings were a particular favourite 
of Patrick Derham when he was Head 
Master. A memory of John is him skating 
at the Coventry ice rink, where he 
smoothly demonstrated his ability to stay 
focused to avoid the many obstacles in 
his path – a neat metaphor, I think.

All of the above is only a brief overview 
of the huge amount John has achieved 
as an academic and few colleagues can 
match the developments and initiatives 
that he’s worked on so tirelessly. It’s 
right that his work should be recognised 
with a promotion to Assistant Head 
and Director of Learning, Teaching and 
Innovation at the Cranleigh Schools. 
He’ll enjoy the new challenges and I’m 
sure that we’ll continue to hear of more 
innovations from him. Of course, no 
account of John’s time here would be 
complete without reference to his wife 
Georgina and his wonderful children, 
Edward and Charlotte. Needless to say, 
John is practising what he preaches – I 
suspect Edward has already learnt some 
rudimentary philosophy! We wish all 
the Taylors the very best for the future. 
John will enjoy the Surrey countryside 
and Cranleigh has gained an academic 
Colossus. 

AES

 

Richard Smith (2006)

The first word that comes to mind with 
Richard is pukka. Not only his memorably 
fastidious appearance (the concept of 
the ‘four piece suit’ invented by Virginia 
Woolf to describe T. S. Eliot could just 
as well apply to him) but his eminently 
mandarin style and taste might see him 
gently fanning himself with a copy of 
A Passage to India in some exotic clime 
while all the time egging on his charges 
to higher pitches of intellectual aspiration. 

Richard arrived at Rugby with a First 
from Oxford and practically the first 
thing he did was get three people 

from his class into Oxbridge in a single 
year – something which now seems so 
laughably utopian as to lodge in the 
delirious legends of old men. I’ve never 
eaten so many sugary snack foods as 
he used to appease the physical hunger 
of enlightened souls in order to release 
the mental equivalent as he ran the 
Department’s Oxbridge programme, and 
it was a heady time generally, with more 
or less everything important happening 
extra-curricularly – with his help, the 
sense that if you weren’t doing English 
you were wasting your time seemed truer 
than ever. 

Richard’s teaching is demanding but 
fun. He’s always been very good at 
summoning a spirit of comradely 
endeavour and euphoric possibility, even 
from the less enthusiastic or gifted of his 
disciples, and his classroom generally 
rings with laughter. His whiteboard is 
always an education in itself when left 
steaming with incomprehensible words 
for figures of speech that were last used 
by Milton after a bad trip to Piedmont. 
Covering his classes is a humbling 
experience as a consequence. 

For the past seven years Richard has been 
Assistant Housemaster of School House 
and, short of his occasional gnomic 
comments about F Block pillow fights, 
this has always been a mysterious part 
of his life to me, so I will hand over to 
Justin Muston, for whom Richard was 
a tutor, and then Nick Morse, formerly 
Housemaster of School House, to take up 
the theme: 

‘Richard started his pastoral career 
as a tutor in Kilbracken, and it was 
very quickly evident that his youth 
and professional inexperience belied 
wisdom, great heart and a strong but 
sensitive soul, too often supplemented 
by instinctive but singularly inappropriate 
modesty. Taking Richard through the 
normally lengthy tutors’ induction 
process was a happily brief process 
because it was so quickly evident that 
he was not only a natural, but that he 
genuinely wanted to do the best possible 
job for both his tutees and the House. 
Richard could always be relied upon both 
to give characterful and inspirational 
support to the pupils (and House team) 
and to ensure that the bureaucratic t’s 
and i’s were crossed and dotted. The 
extent of his efforts were in no time at 
all legendary – long hours spent helping 
his tutees, helping anyone doing English, 
helping anyone who wanted help. His 
popularity as a tutor quickly went viral, 
and it was no surprise, though a matter 
of deep regret, that he was quickly 
snapped up by School House to become 
a highly-prized AHm.’ 

‘To paraphrase Oscar Wilde, to lose one 
AHm may be regarded as a misfortune; 
to lose two looks like carelessness. In 
fact, I lost three AHms during my ten 
years as Housemaster of School House 
but in the fourth I found a gem and one 
who served with me as long as the other 
three put together. Richard came highly 
recommended and School House was very 
lucky to gain such a loyal and dedicated 
addition to the team. Richard has always 
been a committed tutor: indeed, until 
very recently he continued to tutor boys 
from Kilbracken while also carefully 
looking after his brood in School House. 
He is a hugely popular tutor within the 
House and he gets on very well with the 
boys, parents and staff. I’m personally 
grateful to Richard for his friendship and 
support during my time as Housemaster 
and subsequently. Many of the boys were 
rightly upset when Richard broke the news 
that he was leaving the School and he’ll 
be a very hard act to follow. Although 
he joins Oundle now as Head of English, 
there’s no question he could easily, and 
very successfully, take the step across into 
pastoral management – any boarding 
house would be lucky to have him.’ 

At the same time as all this was 
happening, Richard, in keeping with his 
talent for loading as many irons in the 
fire as is compatible with maintaining 
knife-sharp trouser creases, took over as 
Second in Department, became Treasurer 
of the Common Room, became an 
Arnold Foundation tutor, sat on various 
committees, organised trips and society 
meetings, and even produced plays – the 
unforgiving minute has never had such 
trouble keeping up with someone! On 
top of all this, he edited The Meteor with 
Amanda Leamon, which involves levering 
copy from dilatory and temperamental 
colleagues. This was done with stoic 
good nature, the same with which he 
turns out resplendent in tracksuit to 
coach games in the gathering gloom 
of Springhill. Though not by nature or 
inclination much of a sportsman, he is 
eminently ‘sporting’ in the Wodehousian 
sense and is happy to maintain this part 
in the muddy mosaic of Rugby life, and 
his teams’ successes suggest he does it 
rather well. 

Richard is an immensely committed and 
talented person, who preserves as few 
do a sense of the imaginative possibilities 
of this kind of school, as reflected in 
his choice of works like The Browning 
Version to read with junior classes and his 
enjoyment of films like If – and, of course 
there’s the ubiquitous Brideshead Revisited, 
which we have interestingly discussed in 
his typically well-catered Upper School 
Book Group. He will doubtless carry this 
on into Oundle, where I have no doubt 

that his skills, talents and intellectual 
discernment will make him a very 
formidable Head of English. 

AF

 

Carlien Shelley (2007)

Carlien was appointed to Rugby in 2007 
from Worth School in Sussex, where 
she was working as a Biology teacher 
after moving to England from her native 
Australia five years previously. Appointed 
as Housemistress of Stanley, Carlien 
was Rugby’s first externally appointed 
Hm since 1991, although it didn’t take 
her any time at all to become familiar 
with how the School works, and almost 
immediately she set about implementing 
a number of systems and structures to 
model Stanley on the way in which the 
all-through Houses are run – and Carlien’s 
ordered, logical efficiency made this 
process a very much quicker one than it 
might have been. During Carlien’s second 
year in the House, she experienced what 
no Hm should ever have to go through 
– the death of a pupil in her care. The 
impact of this tragedy undoubtedly cast a 
dark shadow over the ensuing months as 
Carlien ran the House and continued to 
support the girls with their A Level studies. 
Carlien embraced her remaining tenure as 
Housemistress with a real determination 
to ensure all the girls in the House 
approached the challenge of their A Levels 
not only with purpose and focus but also 
a clear-sighted and productive calmness. 

In 2012, Carlien and her husband Paul 
adopted three delightful boys. The 
arrival of a ready-made family injected a 
new energy and vigour into the Shelley 
household and brought a smile to all those 
who witnessed how happy the boys were 
in their new home. After just over a year of 
juggling new family life and the pressures 
of a busy boarding house, Carlien decided 
it was time to concentrate on her family 
and the Shelleys moved out of Stanley. 
Not one to sit back on her laurels, 
Carlien was quickly looking for her next 
professional opportunity, and in 2014 she 
was appointed Head of Biology. Carlien 
has made a big impact in the Biology 
Department, introducing many new 
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initiatives, including the Pre-U Biology 
course in the Upper School, the British 
Biology Olympiad and a conservation 
expedition to Turkey. As a Biology 
teacher, Carlien has always led the way 
in terms of skilfully facilitating both 
independent and collaborative learning 
in the classroom, and pupils have 
benefitted greatly from her infectious 
enthusiasm and subject knowledge, as 
well as from her exemplary classroom 
management skills. 

In addition to running the Biology 
Department, Carlien has overseen the 
organisation of the School’s Trips and 
Visits Programme, an area which is 
becoming increasingly complex with 
legislation. Carlien’s careful eye for detail 
has been very much appreciated here. 
She’s also been a highly valued tutor in 
Whitelaw, where her tutees have been 
grateful for the attention and guidance 
she’s invested in them. For a number 
of years, Carlien has also overseen 
the Community Action mentoring 
programme and her enjoyment of this 
has been self-evident. 

Carlien’s appointment as Deputy Head 
(Pastoral) at Harrow School, Bejing, 
won’t surprise any of us who know her 
well: she and Paul have always been 
keen to travel and South East Asia is 
a part of the world they are still to 
explore.  I suspect the UK won’t see the 
Shelleys on a permanent basis again 
but the family home in France remains 
dear to them, and Skype will ensure that 
we’re able to follow their adventures in 
the future. Carlien, Paul and the boys 
take all of our very best wishes for their 
future happiness with them as they 
embark on the next stage of professional 
and family life. 

SAR
 

Emma Williams (2008)

Descending into Rugby from the 
pages of the Daily Telegraph – a figure 
striding before an eager band of sixth 
formers, her blonde hair and words of 
enlightenment buoyed on the mellow 
breezes of the School House garden – 

Emma, the first Philosopher in Residence 
in a British school, came from Warwick 
University with the top Masters degree 
in her year, dwelt among us for six 
all-too-brief years, and departs with 
a PhD.  We remain – amazed but no 
longer dumbfounded – with Heidegger, 
Derrida, and, of course, Nietzsche now 
part of our common gossip. 

A whirlwind of innovation followed 
in her wake. These were the dawning 
days of the Extended Project 
Qualification, and Emma conjured 
up the Philosophy Zone (a meeting 
place for pupils from local schools to 
exchange ideas) and, ever a Chopin 
of the computer, developed a learning 
platform to internationalise the project. 
Masterminding a bid from the Shine 
Trust for funding, she developed Rugby’s 
partnership with Haggerston School in 
Hackney. Thanks to her, Rugby became 
the outward-looking centre of an 
intellectual enterprise and luminaries 
from university Philosophy departments 
regularly visited and admired. Within the 
School, Emma co-created the Culture 
and Identity EP, and gave tireless hours 
to pupils eager to launch projects far 
from the beaten track or sort out knotty 
arguments with her characteristic 
mix of generous patience and blade-
like judgement. We discussed Sartre, 
Beckett and Camus at times of day 
usually reserved for brownies and hot 
chocolate, and classes throughout the 
school invited her to initiate them into 
existentialism and Freudianism when 
those things peered menacingly from 
the pages of set texts. By-product or 
dialectical aufhebung of this process, 
the A Level Philosophy course seemed 
to emerge spontaneously, but anyone 
spectating the creation and deployment 
of Emma’s tightly woven notes and 
supercharged powerpoint displays 
could only envy the effort involved in 
making St Anselm and Descartes inter 
alia available for pupils who had just 
emerged from GCSE; and the results 
– and level of pupil interest – have 
hastened the maturing of this addition 
to the Upper School curriculum. 

With all this intellectual kerfuffle going 
on, it might have been easy to miss 
the mysterious double life that Emma 
was leading all this while – apart from 
the eye-opening but not altogether 
surprising revelation that she had played 
in a band, getting booked by the kind of 
pubs in Coventry where Übermensch is 
pronounced Jägermeister, but that’s just 
by the by... . No, she was slipping away 
to the Institute of Education in London, 
wrestling with a thicket of often bizarrely 
attired supervisors and, late nights, 
early mornings and holidays loaded 

with frenzied word-processing later, 
emerged with a PhD which was more 
or less instantaneously snapped up by 
Blackwells to become her first book. 
There are many other things … ’The 
Rugby Circle’, which is a society so 
secret that it makes the Black Lamp 
Society look like just another shade of 
grey, involves Emma equipping Drs 
Taylor and Smith and the undoctored 
author of this with whatever is most 
urgent in contemporary philosophy, and, 
in my case at least, opening the kind of 
voyage ‘through the straits of reason to 
the possibilities of thought’ which she 
promises her future readers. 

She herself – pellucidly rational, but 
impatient with the straitjacket that 
mere reason imposes on the mind’s 
reach – combines an austere sense of 
intellectual discipline with a tolerance 
and indulgence of others that she rarely 
grants herself, and this has influenced 
all of those who’ve been taught by 
her or know her in other areas of life. 
Emma will leave a space, alas, but, like 
Heidegger’s vase, it will be a space she 
herself has opened to the adventure of 
intellectual possibility. 

AF 
 

Georgie Dixon (2009)

It’s typical of Georgie’s characteristic 
modesty that she originally applied 
to Rugby for one of the games GTA 
posts – she’s a good hockey player 
and loves outdoor activities. Looking 
at her application, the then Head of 
Mathematics spotted that she had a 
Maths degree from Cambridge and 
Georgie found herself being offered 
a teaching position in the Maths 
Department. Georgie is an extremely 
talented teacher and the School has 
greatly benefitted from her six years 
with us. 

Georgie has been heavily and 
enthusiastically involved in all areas of 
School life: nothing is ever too much 
trouble for her and she’s always the 
first one to throw herself in to a new 
scheme or activity. As well as building 
a range of resources for the F Block 
Maths syllabus, hosting one-to-one 
revision sessions and taking on the 
teaching of the academically rigorous 
Pre-U Further Mathematics course, 
Georgie has contributed to the co-
curricular life of the School with hockey 
and tennis, with the CCF, with DofE 
and with World Challenge. She’s also 
been a greatly valued tutor in Rupert 
Brooke – popular and well-respected for 
her dedication and generosity, not only 

to the girls but to the House team as 
well. Her sunny demeanour and quirky 
sense of humour have brightened an 
otherwise difficult moment in the House 
and many girls have seen through a 
tricky Maths problem thanks to her 
careful tuition on duty nights. Watching 
Georgie effectively juggle her numerous 
responsibilities has been a masterclass in 
energy and time-management. Daring 
to suggest that she might be in danger 
of taking on too much is met with the 
response, ‘But I love everything I do!’ – 
the fact she says that sums up both  
her approach to things in general and 
why she’s thought of so highly by  
so many. 

Not one to sit still, Georgie spent the 
last academic year acting as a maths 
consultant at Future Hope in Kolkata, 
bringing resources and the experience 
of free-thinking mathematics to pupils 
of different abilities from a wide range of 
ages and backgrounds. After thoroughly 
enjoying her time in India, Georgie 
has been snapped up by Shrewsbury 
International School in Bangkok, where 
she will enjoy many new challenges – 
and possibly much better weather! 

MRB and CAO 
 

James Bendall (2012)

Praemia virtutis honores – Honours are 
the rewards of virtue. The motto of 
Norwich School seems like a singularly 
appropriate one for James himself as he 
moves there at the end of this year to 
take up the post of Head of Chemistry. 
With his patience and fairness, his 
genuine love of his subject and his real 
desire to share that with his classes, 
James possesses all the virtues of an 
excellent teacher, and it’s entirely right 
that he’s been appointed to run his own 
department – although Rugby will be 
very sad to see him leave. 

James arrived at Rugby in September 
2012 from Cambridge, where he was 
a senior researcher at the University’s 
Nanoscience Centre. There’s a world 
of difference between research-level 
chemistry and your average E Block 

lesson (especially when your E Block 
contains some pretty roguish characters) 
but James quickly found his feet and 
then boys I know were full of stories 
about the interesting things they 
were doing and how much they were 
learning. James is an excellent chemist, 
with an easy ability to couple academic 
rigour with the communication of 
complex ideas at their simplest level, 
something which has been especially 
appreciated by pupils this year as he’s 
taken on the teaching of the demanding 
Pre-U syllabus. James’ popularity as a 
teacher is a reminder that teenagers 
learn best through a combination of 
high expectations and kindly attention 
to individual needs, and from one who’s 
learned to treat their various peccadilloes 
with just a quizzical look, a shake of the 
head and a swift return to the subject 
matter at hand. 

James’ contribution to the wider life of 
the School has been generous and vital. 
His commitment to his tutees in Dean 
made him the obvious choice to succeed 
Laura Dixon as Assistant Housemaster 
at the end of his first year, and his 
guidance and support of the girls in that 
role has made him a much-respected 
and often turned to part of the House 
team. It’s fair to say James isn’t an expert 
rugby coach (it’s a rare day that I’m 
offering anyone advice about rugby...) 
but he’s approached his work with the 
U14s with his characteristic diligence 
and enthusiasm, and where he may 
not have inculcated skills he’s certainly 
made each of his teams physically fitter 
through a sinew-stretching regimen of 
star jumps, press-ups and shuttle runs. 
James is a great fan of physical fitness 
and he’s been an important help with 
the School’s cross-country team, the 
Monday night timed runs, the weekly 
circuit training and CCF and DofE 
expeditions. It’s typical of James that the 
first time he ran the Crick he came in as 
the fastest member of staff; it’s just as 
typical that when he lost that title this 
year by a narrow margin he did so with 
a cheerful smile on his face. 

Unless you’re James, it’s rare to be 
appointed as a head of department at 
a major school after just two and a half 
years’ teaching – and that, I suppose, 
is the real measure of him. Honours are 
indeed the rewards of virtue. 

RJS 
 

William Robinson (2014)

Will came to Rugby after a career as an 
author of two well-received historical 
biographies. He’s taught History and 
Geography, and has supervised a number 
of pupils working on Independent 
Research Projects. He’s built a strong 
rapport with his classes, as well as with 
the boys in Michell, where he’s been 
resident tutor, nurturing their interest 
in all things historical. In lessons, Will 
has been keen to stretch the most 
able pupils, encouraging them to have 
ideas of their own and to sharpen their 
arguments, challenging their views, and 
being mentally nimble in his ability to 
respond to them as appropriate. Will is a 
thoroughly engaging character, strikingly 
sharp and intelligent; he’s also witty and 
shrewd. Will’s ‘banter’ has surely been 
enhanced by his Michell experience – 
as has his appreciation of real ale. He 
moves from Rugby to teach History at 
Winchester House.  We wish him well for 
the future.

TJD 
 

Alice Boulton-Breeze (2014)

Alice joined us this year as the School’s 
first drama GTA, having just achieved a 
First in Theatre and Performance at Leeds 
University. From day one, Alice was busy 
with preparations for this year’s School 
play, boy and girl productions of R. C. 
Sherriff’s Journey’s End and Anne Valery’s 
The Passing-Out Parade, even stepping 
in half way through rehearsals for The 
Passing-Out Parade to play Private ‘Basher’ 
Beasley, which she did with aplomb. Alice 
has been very active behind the scenes 
in the Macready, providing invaluable 
help to both the XX and the D Block with 
their practical exam pieces and helping 
organise things for the Arts Festival. Alice 
has thrown herself into the wider life 
of the School, helping out with dance, 
undertaking duties in Marshall House and 
being a well-liked and helpful presence 
in Griffin. She’s also taken a keen part in 
helping run the School’s Scottish Reeling 
Society. After Alice’s year with us it’s hard 
to think how the School ever managed 
without a drama GTA; she’s certainly set 
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a high bar for the future. Alice leaves 
us with some wonderful memories of 
her time here to perform with a newly-
founded production company in Leeds. 

AKC 
 

Rosalind Isaacs (2014) 

Rosalind joined the Music Department 
as this year’s music GTA straight from 
her studies at Oxford. A strong academic 
musician (with Lieder and Musical 
Theatre amongst her specific areas of 
interest), Rosalind has done a number of 
things to enrich the Department – a solo 
song recital, her well-crafted programme 
notes, her joint editorship of a music 
and drama journal and her contribution 
to the Arts Festival production of Alice’s 
Adventures Under Ground. 

In the classroom, Rosalind has assisted 
with GCSE and A Level composition and 
with general music to Marshall House and 
F Block pupils, and she’s given one-to-
one tuition in aural training and theory 
of music. Beyond the Department, she’s 
helped in the Philosophy Department, 
leading discussions and debates and 
supervising a number of Independent 
Research Projects. 

On the co-curricular side, Rosalind has 
supervised individual F Block music 
practice, been a valuable alto in the 
Choir, helped with the running of 
the Blue Note Society and provided a 
wealth of administrative support, from 
sourcing all the orchestral material for 
the Concerto Concert to cataloguing the 
choral library and organising the registers 
for ensembles. Sport is one of Rosalind’s 
great passions so she’s particularly 
enjoyed coaching hockey, netball and 
tennis.  She’s also taken up boxing during 
her year here and took part in a Music 
Department charity run around Draycote 
Water, which raised over £1,300 for 
Myton Hospice. 

When Rosalind arrived at Rugby her heart 
was set on a career with the police. After 
a year here, she’s now determined to 
become a teacher. We wish her well as she 
moves to London to study for a PGCE. 

RJT 

 

Vanessa Walker (2014)

Vanessa came to Rugby with an 
impressive reputation as a sportswoman 
– she’s represented the full Jamaican 
International Netball team – and 
immediately threw herself into life in 
the Games Department, happily passing 
on her skills and knowledge to a wide 
range of pupils. Vanessa has managed to 
juggle a busy School games programme 
with playing netball for Loughborough 
Lightening, and we’ve often gathered 
round to watch her on Sky TV. Away 
from the Department, Vanessa has been 
attached to Stanley, where I know the 
girls have enjoyed her duty evenings. 
Vanessa leaves here to study an MA at 
Loughborough University, where she’ll 
continue to play for Loughborough 
Lightening. We wish her well with her 
studies and look forward to following her 
sports career as it moves forward.   

SJB

 
Lucie Jourdan, 
Mai Nguyen, 
Raphaelle Roujansky (2014)

It’s with much sadness that we bid 
farewell to this year’s Language Assistants 
– Lucie, Mai and Raphaelle. Our students 
have very much appreciated their help 
with oral work and their support in 
boarding houses. Lucie goes now to 
complete her Masters qualification, which 
will hopefully include a spell teaching in 
New Zealand; Mai returns to Frankfurt 
to complete her teaching qualification; 
and Raphaelle will begin studying a PGCE 
to qualify as a teacher in this country. 
We wish all three of them well with their 
future plans. 

DCG

WHAT WAS THE FUNNIEST MOMENT FROM YOUR FIRST  
YEAR AT THE SCHOOL?
That’s a tricky one. It probably has to be when Prince Harry and 
Jonny Wilkinson came for the day. Of course, because it was 
supposed to be confidential, every break between lessons they 
had to come into the [Head Master’s] study and hide. I think it 
is the first time anyone has been in this study with a full muddy 
rugby kit on, amusing in its own right. I remember Prince Harry 
looking at me and saying “why is it that I still get nervous when 
I come into a Headmaster’s study?” But the real highlight was 
when I was watching the U15’s hockey later that day, a girl 
came up to me and asked if Jonny Wilkinson had been on the 
close; not really being allowed to tell I responded ‘maybe’. “Oh 
that’s so cool”, she said, and the girl next to her then asked, 
“So who was the ginger bloke with him?” 

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST DISAPPOINTING ASPECT OF 
YOUR FIRST YEAR AT THE SCHOOL?
There have been two downsides to my time so far. The first of 
course was the XV losing to Uppingham on the Close! The second 
is actually not being able to watch my daughter play sport or 
perform her music and drama. I went from a complete feast to 
nothing. I tried to time our Exeats so that I could watch a fixture or 
see her perform in a concert. When I went down to watch her final 
game of hockey, it was cancelled due to bad weather! A great pity! 

HAS ANYTHING SURPRISED YOU ABOUT THE SCHOOL SO FAR?
What really shocked me first was the depth of the School 
and its history. I knew it had depth but I didn’t realise how 
significant it is. There truly is an extraordinary range of things to 
engage with and experience. As a Head you know that running 
a top independent school is one of obligation, not privilege. 
However, I still don’t feel like the School tells its story effectively 
enough about all the wonderful work that it has done and 
continues to do. For instance very few people know that we 
have a London estate that funds a significant number of the 
boys and girls in the school. If you asked any person if they had 
heard of Rugby School, nearly every person would say yes. I 
want to bring the school to the front of their minds because  
I do believe it is an incredible and entirely unique place. 

Other than that, the sheer time and quantity of work 
that has gone into the Rugby World Cup celebrations has 
been immense. Likewise lots of time has gone into the 
Commemoration of the Centenary of the war. I received a letter 
from a student (Johnathan Weiss in K) saying that St George’s 
chapel needed a plaque to commemorate the Rugbeian dead 

at Ypres. That was an amazing thing to do, to place that plaque 
last year in the last remaining space. It was actually the first 
letter I replied to as Head in the Summer of 2014. 

HOW WOULD PEOPLE DESCRIBE YOU?
People who don’t know me might say: noisy, front of house, 
centre of the party sort of person. But actually people who 
know me well know that I am almost completely the opposite. 
I really don’t like that kind of stuff. They would say I’m usually 
quiet, reserved, enjoy my own space, etc. I actually really like 
to just read and relax. The reality behind the scenes of most 
people is very different. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE BOOK?
It has to be Ernest Hemingway’s ‘Farewell to Arms’, partly 
because I studied it for my Scottish Highers at school. My 
English teacher, Mr Ferguson, really brought the book to life. 
Of course I was at a boys’ school and it was a love story so the 
whole class was captured by it. I am your typical boy in that I 
read mostly all autobiographies and fact books. You wouldn’t 
catch me picking up any Jane Austen though! Sorry!

EVERYONE HAS ONE TEACHER THAT HAS HAD AN INFLUENCE 
ON THEIR LIFE. WHICH TEACHER DO YOU REMEMBER AND WHY?
Paddy Craig was Deputy Head at my school. He was a pretty 
roughy-toughy man, and you knew where you stood. I was 
a non-Catholic in a Catholic school, and every time we had a 
holiday of obligation I’d walk home. Occasionally he would 
ask me if I wanted to join. I’d always say “No, I’m alright” or 
something like that. Eventually he called me by my first name 
and asked me again. That time I turned around and went in, 
and had one of the most bizarre experiences of my life. But it 
actually set me on a trail, and 18 months later I converted. So 
faith and God are central to my life and how I approach it. 

Two teachers Tony Land and Alan Hancock at Uppingham 
helped me to understand my Geography as well. Fr Leo and Fr 
Gabriel, when I was Second Master of Ampleforth, both said 
after three years you should become a Head. Similarly I was 
asked on Radio 5 live if becoming Headmaster was something 
that I’d dreamt of; my answer was no, never. 

By now the Chapel boomer had been ringing for a couple minutes, 
so on that note we headed down Arnold’s steps to Chapel for 
another Monday at Rugby.

Rory Farquharson and Lydia Norton

We meet with the Headmaster every Monday morning. Today we found him at his desk, 
rifling through the day’s paper looking for the page spread picture of Edward Anthony 
holding the Rugby World Cup. It had been a busy week for the school with media attention, 
famous visitors and for some, hours of rehearsals culminating in a performance at the 
opening ceremony. Not only had it been a busy week, but a busy year for the school, so we 
were asked by the editors of the Meteor to talk with the Head Master about his first year at 
Rugby School.

Heads of School 
Interview with 
Head Master
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Living Book

Launched on a brand new and exciting interactive platform, 
Living Book allows you to search, read and comment on a wide 
variety of articles all relating to Rugby School. Designed to 
become an almanac of all things Rugbeians, it is arranged into 
easy to explore themes.

New articles will be published regularly and will vary from in-
depth pieces and short ‘did you knows’, illustrated with images, 
video and audio clips, and providing trips down memory lane, an 
update on recent developments, an insight into the lives of  
former pupils and a valuable resource for generations to come. 

It is easy to get involved and use by visiting www.livingbook.
rugbyschool.net and clicking ‘Register’ on the top navigation 
bar. You will be able to view and comment on articles as soon 
as your registration has been approved. Let us know which 
pieces interest you and what you would like to see more of by 
sending your comments, drafting submissions or just letting us 
know what you think.
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02
SERVICE
& PUBLIC BENEFIT

Arnold Foundation

It has been another exciting year for the Arnold Foundation and 
we have been celebrating our success while looking to the future. 
Our ambition is clear – to continue to set the Gold Standard for 
bursary schemes in the Independent Sector.

As Arnold Foundation Ambassadors, former pupils are asked to 
give back and do so in a number of different ways. Last October 
saw David Ejim-McCubbin (K 9-11) and Paul Osborn (SF 10-
12) return to speak to some of the current Arnold Foundation 
pupils; a fantastic opportunity which was appreciated by all. 

Our Annual City Reception was held in February in the 
magnificent and distinguished settings of the Main Hall, 
Inner Temple. Digby, Lord Jones of Birmingham, Kt. amused 
the audience with many an anecdote during an emotive and 
passionate speech drawing upon the transformational difference 
a scholarship had made to his own life.

Ambassador Frank Wisner (Tu 56-57) was welcomed back to 
the School in March to impart some of his vast knowledge to a 
packed Temple Speech Room. He addressed controversial issues 
in an engaging talk entitled: “Challenges in the Global Order: 
Russia, China and the Middle East”. A passionate advocate of 
the School, Ambassador Wisner also held masterclasses for 
politics and history students the next day.

The academic year ended with an opportunity to thank those 
who have made the aims of the Arnold Foundation possible; 
our donors. Over 70 Rugbeians, parents and friends joined 
current Arnold Foundation pupils and tutors in the Collingwood 
Centre for our annual lunch and the opportunity to attend the 
Arts Festival in the afternoon.

Alix Morley,  
Deputy Director of Development
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A passionate advocate of the School, 
Ambassador Wisner also held masterclasses for 

politics and history students the next day
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Pudsey Bear

It was the day,
Of the Pudsey Bear Café.
Activities to be done,
Many prizes to be won.
 
Colour filled the giant hall,
Chocolate, sweets? It had them all.
Sounds of laughter and people having fun,
You can almost smell the cakes and buns.
 
Second hand books to read,
All the money going to Children in Need.
Normal teachers have a hidden strike,
When they walk in a room and have a fight.

Money was raised,
Some lives were saved.
It was on that day,
Of the Pudsey Bear Café.

Alistair Brown [G1]

In November, Marshall House pupils 
went into town collecting money for 
Pudsey Bear or Children in Need. Many 
people donated generously and we 
had one of the Levée (who is a Head 
Boy or Girl of a House), Bex Capewell-
Salisbury, dressed up in the Pudsey 
suit. We went to all different places to 
collect money; we went to Asda, Costa 
and MacDonald’s. It was a lot of fun. 
Everyone went off in groups of three; we 
were very independent. We handed out 
fliers which we made in our IT lesson for 
Pudsey. Also for Pudsey Bear we had a 
Pudsey Bear Café. That is what our fliers 
were advertising. It was a fun event; we 
went into groups of two or three and 
held our own stall. These included: Flip a 
coin; Coconut Shy; Chocolate Tombola; 
Monkey Mania etc. It was a great success 
and I look forward to more exciting 
Marshall House events.

May-Ling Turner [G1]
 

When I looked at my friend, Will, he was 
smiling and everyone knew what that 
meant. It was the day of Pudsey Bear 
Café, and the items for the stalls were 
in the back of cars waiting to be driven 
to the OBS. During break, we wondered 
if this year’s Pudsey Bear Café will beat 
last year’s, which was over £6,000! Just 
before lunch, we hurried back to the OBS 
only to find the hall transformed. It was 
looking very cheerful, and everywhere 
there were balloons and pictures of 
Pudsey Bears! The tables, which were 
bare, were now filled with lovely cakes. 
The café was brilliant! Many people from 
all over Rugby came and participated 
in the activities. There was the sound of 
music, laughter and excitement as the 
day went by and the day was enjoyable. 
Although we only raised £5900 from this 
year’s café, all of us in Marshall House 
had a great time.

Andrew Kerr-Chin [G2]

The Rugby Portobello Trust and the Bradby Youth Club

The past year has been another busy 
and purposeful one for both the Rugby 
Portobello Trust in London and for the 
Bradby Youth Club in Rugby. 

The Rugby Portobello Trust, based in 
North Kensington, is a youth, education 
and housing charity originally founded 
by Rugby School over a century ago 
which works with young people aged 
5 to 25 to help them learn how to help 
themselves. RPT focuses on building basic 
abilities, improving attitudes, increasing 
confidence and showing young people 
that they can turn their lives around by 
gaining skills that promote employment. 
The Youth Club provides focused 
intervention with youngsters with 
complex needs, and the RPT Housing 
Project provides housing and support for 
young people and helps them get into 
training and work while teaching them 
how to maintain their homes and live 
independently. 

RPT has a long and fruitful relationship 
with Rugby School with many Rugbeians 
providing financial support for the charity 
through fundraising events and various 
acts of sponsorship. Information leaflets 
are available in the Careers Centre for any 
pupils interested in volunteering during a 
holiday or gap year to work with RPT, and 
more information for anyone who wishes 
to get involved or offer financial support 
is available on the RPT website at www.
rugbyportobellotrust.org.uk. 

The Bradby Youth Club on East Union 
Street in Rugby has a strong tradition 
of providing activities and a safe 

environment for young people. Open 
four nights a week from Monday to 
Thursday after school during term-time, 
the Club offers educational, social, 
cultural and recreational programmes of 
opportunities, challenges and experiences 
for its members, such as boxing, 
cooking, music, kick boxing, table tennis, 
canoeing, pool, art, trips, drama, internet 
café and production of the new ‘Brabs 
Mag’ created by and for the young 
people. Other services include Outward 
Bound and PGL residential opportunities, 
partnership support for primary and 
secondary schools and a highly successful 
substance misuse project. As more and 
more new members are girls, specialised 
sessions are offered which deal with 
issues such as staying healthy and safe 
in relationships, body image and self-
esteem. Members can also access support 
services to assist with training, work or 
further education, as well as confidence 
building and guidance for young parents. 
More information about the Club’s 
services and activities, in addition to 
details about how to get involved or 
offer financial support, can be found on 
Bradby’s website at www.bradby.co.uk. 

Rugby School regularly hosts successful 
fundraising events to support the Club, 
most notably the Rokeby Garden Party 
and Leavers’ Ball Raffle which this year 
raised a combined total of £4,150, as well 
as the annual Quiz Night in the Sports 
Centre Café and Rotary Club Quiz (in 
Dunchurch Village Hall) which raised 
over £2,400. Visiting Bradby is part of the 
School’s Community Action programme 
on Monday to Thursday evenings, and 

this year the Club has seen regular visits 
by 15 members of the XX and LXX. 
Many of these pupils, along with a new 
cohort, will continue their visits next 
year. Matt Conibere, the Club’s Youth 
Leader, reports that the pupils have again 
done an excellent job engaging with the 
members and he is as always extremely 
grateful for all their help and enthusiasm 
during their evening visits. Matt has 
expressed his wish that Rugby pupils will 
continue to visit the Club and hopefully 
become involved in some of the Club’s 
activities and events in the future.

ACL
       

“…a long 
and fruitful 
relationship 
with Rugby 

School”
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03
ACTIVITIES

 Crick Run
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Of all events in the CCF Royal Marines 
section annual calendar, the Pringle Trophy 
Competition generates the greatest 
excitement and expectations for a fantastic 
weekend. This year was no disappointment. 
Having arrived down at Lympstone, near 
Exeter, where all Royal Marines train, we 
prepared ourselves for what would be a 
tough but exhilarating two days.

With about five hours sleep in the 
gymnasium, we readied ourselves for the 
day ahead, and set out for the common. 
Our hours of practising section attacks 
paid off as we completed our first stance, 
running and crawling through the 
infamous Woodbury gorse, shooting blank 
ammunition, flanking two Royal Marines, 
capturing their weapons, and regrouping 
successfully. Similarly, the next stance, 
Battle Exercise, involved the recovery and 
uphill extraction of a downed pilot, whilst 
some of us defended against an enemy 
counter-attack with the cadet SA80 rifle. 
The First Aid exercise, expertly organised 

this year by medic Jack Talbot, involved 
the rapid extraction and stabilisation of 
three Royal Marines injured in an accident 
involving a grenade. With only twelve 
minutes to bring the injured Royal Marines 
to the extraction point, we had no time 
to lose as we urgently checked for injuries, 
bandaged, and fitted to stretchers the 
Marines that needed it, followed by a 
fast walk uphill bringing the stretchers to 
the extraction point. Despite arriving two 
minutes late, Jack Talbot was praised for a 
standard of first aid knowledge better than 
some five year experienced Royal Marines. 
It was fitting that we took home the First 
Aid Trophy this year in light of such praise.

The next stances required a mixture 
of physical activity and acquired skills. 
The map reading, overlooking the Exe 
estuary, tested all skills we had practised, 
and the weapons handling was similarly 
thorough, both being core parts of 
CCF training. The camouflage and 
concealment exercise is always fun, and 

Rob Waterhouse surprised all by crawling 
within metres of the stance corporal.

On the second day, still tired from the 
exertions of the first, we performed 
our much-practised drill led by troop 
commander Alex Lawson-May, watched 
and inspected by a Colour Sergeant 
accustomed to finding loose threads and 
the much hated “train tracks” on trousers. 
After a relatively calm morning, we then 
had to face the endurance course. For 
us this was a two mile run, mostly uphill, 
which involved crawling through tunnels, 
wading through ponds and rivers and 
diving through fully submerged pipes a 
man’s length interspersed along the way. 
We completed the course in twenty-six 
minutes, but its challenges were certainly 
worth it and were the best possible way 
to end the Pringle Trophy Competition, 
giving us just a small taste of what Royal 
Marines life is like.

Hugh Campbell (K) 
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“ We prepared 
ourselves for 
what would  
be a tough  
but exhilarating  
two days”

The Sir Steuart Pringle Trophy Competition

Crick and Barby Runs

This year’s Crick and Barby runs were both dominated by 
Sheriff who produced the winning boys – Cosmo Wellings in 
the Crick and Simon Waterhouse in the Barby – and were the 
best represented of all the houses with thirty runners.  With the 
strongest representation of all the girls’ houses, Stanley was 
the strongest girls’ house, and produced the Crick’s first and 
second place girl runners – Gemma Vaughan and Anna Parker 
respectively, with Vaughan finishing in a new course record of 
1:21:58.
 
In the Barby Run, Waterhouse was the outright winner, finishing 
the course in 40:41, less than a minute off Ben Sutherland’s (W) 
record time of 39:46 set in 2012.  Thomas Farren (M) came 
second in 44:16, with Max Guo (T) not far behind in third place 
in 44:50.  In the girls’ race, Gigi Erhardt (D) came first in 49:47, 
two minutes faster than her time last year.  She switched places 
with last year’s winner, Georgia Martin (B), who came second 
this year in a time of 50:42.  Angharad Wylie (S) claimed third 
place in 53:12.

Mark Bridges was the outright winner of the OR race in a time 
of 1:01:12, just a few seconds short of the course record of 
1:00:57 set by Sutherland in 2014.  Iola Hopkinson was the 
first female OR over the finish line in a time of 1:15:17.   Rugby 
School staff were well represented at the top of the OR race, 
and well done to Dr Joyce (1:02:55) and Dr Bendall (1:03:12) 
for their elite performances as they tousled for first and second 
place.  Mrs Hampton was the first female member of staff over 
the finish line, finishing just inside ninety minutes in 1:29:35.  In 
total, ten members of staff ran the Crick course.  

Before the Crick and Barby runners crossed the finish, over 
twenty children took part in the Toddler Trot (a 100 metre 
dash) and the Close K (a kilometre round the Close).  Well 
done to the first boy and girl in the Close K, Harry Sparkes and 
May-Ling Turner (both from Marshall House), who finished the 
course in 3:49 and 3:54 respectively.

AJS

Crick winners 2015:

Pupils

1st place Cosmo Wellings (Shf) 1:05:22 Gemma Vaughan (St) 1:21:58

2nd place William Nestius-Brown (?) 1:09:04 Anna Parker (St) 1:26:02

3rd place George Innes (SH) 1:09:12 Lizzie Alexander (D) 1:26:28

ORs

1st place Mark Bridges (dates) 1:01:12 Iola Hopkinson (D, 04-09) 1:15:17

Staff

1st place Dr Joyce 1:02:55 Mrs Hampton 1:29:35

The Sir Steuart Pringle Trophy Competition 
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DEScriptor 

Most good ideas are not new ideas, 
and so it was with the recently held 
LXX speaking competition DEScriptor. 
This was inspired by a TV documentary 
about another similar competition, 
ARTiculation, on which the judge, Alastair 
Sooke, was heard to say: “Talking about 
Art matters a lot.” With this in mind, 
a classroom exercise developed into 
the event in which LXX students from 
D&T, Art, History of Art, Photography, 
Graphics, Music, Drama, English, Classics 
and Modern Languages were invited to 
deliver a five minute presentation to an 
audience about one of the following: 
a work of art, an artefact or product, a 
piece of architecture, a photograph, a 
symbol or logo, a play, a poem, a piece of 
literature or a musical piece.

The outcome on 4th December, in a cold 
FLT, was an incredible, diverse series of 
talks that eloquently demonstrated the 
students’ passions for the Art they are 
studying. The eight finalists spoke on The 
Portrait of Ria Munk, Nazi Propaganda 
films, Classical poems, The Lamborgini 
Adventador, Cream’s Crossroads, Shepard 
Fairey’s Obama Poster, Christian Dior 
Fashion and the street photography of 
Peter Stewart.

John Tsui (W) was crowned the winner 
after his impassioned, note-free 
description of Eric Clapton and Ginger 
Baker’s iconic, psychedelic rock track. 
All other finalists were excellent and 
separated by only by eight points. 

PAB

Scholars’ Outing 2014

On the eighth of October a band of 
merry scholars descended on Queen’s 
Gates with the Globe Theatre in their 
sights. Once grouped on the bus, the 
Scholars, led by Dr Smith, embarked 
upon their journey and soon the scholarly 
debate within the bus was raging on, 
but before long the bus had abruptly 
halted. Scholar after Scholar stumbled 
off the bus onto the grey London 
pavements and looked up to behold: 
Shakespeare’s magnificent Globe. The 
Scholars were greeted by two performers 
who beckoned them into Shakespeare’s 
‘Wooden O’ and gave an insightful 
history of the theatre from its inception 
in 1599 and tragic burning in 1613 to its 
closure in 1642. Having enjoyed the third 
incarnation of Shakespeare’s theatre from 
various angles, the Scholars then had a 
workshop with actors who worked at the 
Globe, exploring not only the movement 
of characters whilst on stage but also 

the representation of the hierarchy 
among Shakespearean characters. After 
the workshop the Scholars dashed off 
to various London restaurants, only to 
return, feeling nourished again, for a 
performance of ‘The Comedy of Errors’. 
Thanks to a well-balanced mixture of 
slapstick comedy and intellectual wit, 
the Bard’s shortest play certainly left this 
audience laughing. The Scholars watched 
as Shakespeare’s tale of two sets of twins 
was resolved until, alas, the day was over. 
Just as the day began so did the day end, 
and on the eighth of October a band of 
merry scholars descended on Queen’s 
Gates once more.     

Eamon MacDonald

Artwork by: Daishi Suzuki



32  |  Meteor 2015  |  www.rugbyschool.co.uk www.rugbyschool.co.uk  |  Meteor 2015  |  33

Conservation Volunteering 
South Africa 2014

From August to December 2014 I 
volunteered at four different wildlife 
conservation projects in South Africa as 
part of my GAP year travels. Animals and 
conservation have been a huge passion 
of mine for as long as I can remember, 
African animals in particular, and ever 
since a four week trip of a similar kind last 
year, I have been dying to go back!
 
Taking a Gap year has actually been one 
of the best decisions I have ever made. 
Originally it was not for the vast amount 
of world experience it brings, but because 
I wanted to reapply to veterinary school 
last year. Aside from that it became 
obvious that a break from academic 
study would give me a chance to explore 
the other areas of life outside that of 
someone who is constantly in full-time 
education.
 
I booked my trip through the 
organisations, Real Gap Experience and 
i-to-i, who were both very helpful in 
providing me with information on what 
to bring, arranging transport between 
projects and organising accommodation 
when needed. Having booked several 
different projects there was a lot of 
travelling involved including internal 
flights between Johannesburg and Port 
Elizabeth, but they made sure I knew 
where I was going and how to get there.
 
Despite all the projects being located in 
South Africa they were quite spread out, 
ranging from around the Johannesburg 
area to right next to Kruger National Park 
and all the way down to the south east 
coast near Port Elizabeth. The projects 
themselves were also varied, with that 
being my intention when I booked them. 
They consisted of volunteering at a Lion 
breeding centre near Johannesburg, lion 
and black rhino monitoring on a private 
game reserve near Kruger, a field guide 
training course alongside conservation 
volunteer work near Port Elizabeth, and 
finally joining the volunteering program on 
that same reserve for an extra two weeks.

Ukutula Lion Park 
(17th Aug- 2nd Sept)

Bringing back memories from last year’s 
trip to South Africa, the familiar view of 
the inside of a jumbo jet brought a smile

to my face. I had met up with another 
volunteer, Rob, at Heathrow so I knew 
someone else on my flight. After all the 
volunteers had arrived, we were taken to 
the Pretoria Backpackers lodge to spend 
the night before going out to the lion 
park the following morning. 

Once at the lodge, I took a stroll to 
explore the area with Rob and we had 
chance to go to a local elephant sanctuary 
for a small fee. It was amazing to get 
so close to the elephants but scary after 
being in a vehicle that got overturned by 
an elephant in Botswana last year! The 
original six volunteers were later joined by 
another three. We were all in fact British, 
except one girl who was from Brazil.

Arriving at the reserve, we drove through 
the bush to the lodge at its centre, 
viewing some general game animals 
along the way— a nice introduction. The 
lodge was surprisingly large, very built-up 
and much more tourist-orientated than I 
had ever expected, but after all that was 
how they gained a great deal of funding 
besides their volunteer program. We 
were eventually taken on a short tour 
where we finally got to meet some of 
the lion cubs (these we called the devils 
and were between 3 and 6 months old) 
and the adults in their wildlife sanctuary 
(also including tigers, cheetahs, servals, 
caracals and hyenas). Fortune struck 
already as I ended up getting my own 
two-person room for the first few nights 
which was great to have my own space 
whilst getting acclimatised to the project.

Before getting into the details of life living 
with lion cubs, I would like to explain a 
little about the project itself and what it 
does exactly. Below I have quoted their 
‘Animal Anti-cruelty Statement’:

“Since our inception in 2006 Ukutula 
has taken a stand against the hunting of 
predators. We do not make a distinction 
between so called “ethical” and “unethical” 
hunting, as the killing of animals for sport 
or pleasure stands in sharp contrast to our 
belief that we are caretakers of our wildlife.

Captive animals in particular are deserving 
of special care and consideration as 
their wellbeing becomes not only our 
responsibility but our duty.

Whether for education purposes or for 
research, cruelty of any kind towards an 
animal can never be tolerated.”
Ukutula also work with the University of 

Pretoria in genetics research regarding 
predator research, most notably being 
responsible for helping with the discovery 
of the gene controlling the white 
variation in the lion family. Their goal is 
to map and preserve the genes of lions 
to promote a healthy gene pool and aim 
to release lions they breed into reserves 
(such as Kruger National Park) to spread 
these good genes, creating a healthy 
gene pool in wild lions. Good genes 
being defined as genes that were not a 
result of inbreeding of any kind. They 
will not sell lions off to places associated 
with lion hunting of any kind. Ukutula’s 
mission statement is strong and they 
made sure we understood this before we 
started working at the project.

Turning back to life as a volunteer here, 
every day we would get assigned to either 
the Cubs team or the Ranger team. The 
Cubs team would spend the whole day 
babysitting the smaller cubs (1-3 months 
old), answering questions from guests, 
preparing meat and feeding. Ranger team 
were basically ‘poop scoopers’ for the 
most part, but the work also involved trips 
out the reserve to collect vegetables and 
dead chickens as well as throwing these 
chickens over the fences to the animals. 
The latter proved surprisingly fun at times, 
especially when intestine juices sprayed 
over some unfortunate volunteer standing 
nearby! Or even when someone does not 
throw it far enough and it gets stuck on 
top of the caracal’s enclosure, causing the 
caracal to jump several meters into the air 
to latch onto the poor chicken through 
the gaps in the fence roof and dangling 
there for several minutes (see top right 
image below!)

There were also optional excursions 
(for a fee) out of the reserve. I went to 
a cheetah sanctuary, an owl sanctuary, 
(another) elephant sanctuary, a monkey 
sanctuary and a crafts market! The 
crafts market was surprisingly good fun, 
but a little hectic with it being set in 
a warehouse and the stalls being only 
a few metres apart. I got some pretty 
good deals and the haggling was fun 
and would give me the experience and 
confidence to do it again but better later 
on in my trip. 

If I had to recall my most memorable 
moment here it would probably be when 
10 lion cubs decided I was their new 
chew toy and all came at me at once 
while the other volunteers watched and 
laughed! Goodbye to those new shorts 
I bought and I was only a week into 
my 18 weeks in South Africa then! It is 
impossible to hold a grudge against the 
cubs though as they are just too adorable 
to be angry with. Washing and bottle-
feeding the tiny 6-day-old lion cubs 
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would probably be my second favourite 
memory; those things would make even 
the toughest of hearts melt!

The goodbyes are always tough as I had 
discovered last year and even after only 
two weeks together it was not easy. This 
was a bit of a downer on the trip but it 
was expected and unlike everyone else, 
I still had so many more experiences to 
come and people to meet!

LEO Africa Lion & Rhino Research 
Project (2nd Sept- 6th Oct)

After staying a night at the Pretoria 
Backpackers lodge, I was told I needed to 
take the bus all the way up to Phalaborwa 
in the Limpopo Province, which felt a 
bit of a daunting prospect at the time. 
The i-to-i representative was very helpful 
in telling me what I needed to do and 
despite the 7 hour journey on a bus with 
a group of strangers in a strange country 
I arrived safe and sound in the late hours 
of the evening.

It was dark when we arrived at 
the reserve and volunteer house 
so I couldn’t see the surrounding 
area at all unfortunately and 
the living quarters were small, 
like an extended safe house or 
something— a bit of a contrast 
to the tourist-orientated lodge 
at Ukutula Lion Park. More 
craziness appeared around me 
as we started unloading all the 
food and supplies bought in 
Phalaborwa whilst simultaneously 
trying to do introductions, which 
made remembering people’s 
names a little tough. 

So my day would go like this: get up at 
6am for morning drive that lasted usually 
3-5 (or sometimes 6) hours; come back; 
record data; eat/make lunch; wash up (if 
it was your duty day); perhaps play some 
guitar; afternoon drive at 3pm; get back 
for dinner; go to bed. It sounds pretty 
routine work, but we were given different 
duties for each day. For morning and 
afternoon drives, we were assigned as the 
person who did the telemetry (to locate 
animals with collars on), data recording 
or Phuza (tea/coffee). Additionally, 
there were days when we had to do the 
cooking/washing up and night-watch. 

The reserve itself was massive (33,000 
hectares) and consisted of some very 
thick bush, making it quite hard to see 
the animals sometimes. An elephant 
could walk 10 metres into the bush and 
completely disappear! The lions loved 
to hide in places with plenty of cover 
making our off-roading efforts very 
destructive indeed! 

We saw a vast amount of wildlife in the 
Selati Game Reserve, including a few 
leopard sightings which were amazing! 
However, the best parts were going off 
on the quad-bike monitoring black rhino 
from 7am to 5pm with one of the guides. 
My most distinct memory of the quad-
biking rhino drives, aside from getting 
within like 15ft of a black rhino when 
surrounded by thick bush only making a 
very narrow escape, was climbing up the 
tallest hill in the reserve (must have been 
150m high or more) with one of the 
guides, Francois, which took only an hour 
to get up and down, but it was tough! 

We also did a few game capture activities, 
not on Selati Game Reserve, but on 
farms nearby or linked to the reserve. 
This included relocating sable antelope 
(some even half waking up on the back 
of the truck!), capturing black impala and 
witnessing the relocation of a very angry 
buffalo! Some really exciting experiences! 
But best of all was the two day white and 

black rhino dehorning operation. This 
was such an exhilarating experience and 
most definitely the highlight of this whole 
project. We were making real contributions 
to the conservation work tackling the 
ever-pressing issues of rhino poaching 
in South Africa. Although I did enjoy the 
project thoroughly and met some great 
people, the word ‘research’ is not entirely 
suitable. The project only really involves 
animal monitoring and then feeding 
that data back to the reserve managers 
who then make changes to make a more 
balanced ecosystem. So the effects of 
work at LEO never stretch beyond the 
boundaries of this reserve, meaning it is just 
conservation by preservation which was a 
little disappointing, but still important in 
some ways.

There are so many more things to be said 
for my time at this project, from the frogs 
that kept you company in the shower, to 
the roars of lions and laughter of hyenas 
at night; to sitting around the fire in the 
evening and finding a very scary looking 
1.5 metre long black mamba snake skin! 

However, if I explained them all in detail 
this would end up being a very long 
report. 

Kwantu Game Reserve- Field Guide 
training course (13th Oct- 8th Dec)
 
Kwantu itself is a Big Five game reserve 
established in 2003 from 6 different 
farms which were merged together to 
create the 6,000 hectare reserve seen 
today. The lodge area where we stayed 
within the reserve was very large and 
spacious and compared to my last project 
it seemed like luxury. There was free 
Wi-Fi (unreliable but available all day 
and night) in the hotel reception where 
guests stay and outside the old post 
office (now a shop); bikes to ride from 
place to place (unreliable but useful since 
the lodge area was so large); swimming 
pools; tennis courts; a gym; a games 
room; and a small animal touch farm. 
These amenities were not solely for the 
use of us students/volunteers though 

since the reserve receives a 
decent amount of foreign tourists 
coming for game drives as well. 

The first day was as you would 
expect any first day at a new 
place to be. We had a tour, 
introductory talks and then 
were left to relax and wind 
down after the long journey 
we (well most of us!) had had. 
A particular highlight to the 
tour, besides the deliriously 
jolly Zimbabwean receptionist/
volunteer coordinator, Faith, 
who turned out to be the tour 
entertainer as well as the guide, 

was the predator camp where the reserve 
takes in and rehabilitates big cat species, 
much like at Ukutula Lion Park.
 
Despite being on the field guide training 
course, having classroom sessions and 
filling in our work books, the students 
did a great deal of volunteer work on the 
reserve with the non-students. In fact, 
there was not a lot of segregation at all 
between us which was nice as it meant 
you got to know more people. So the 
volunteer work involved a few common 
reserve management tasks, trips out of 
the reserve and general game drives, as 
well as the odd unique task that popped 
up from time to time. 
 
The main game reserve was beautiful 
and very different to Selati Game Reserve 
in the Limpopo. Everything here was 
mainly very open and green with very few 
tall trees except in the valley areas that 
were thick with vegetation. You could 
easily spot lions or elephants from a few 
hundred metres away. Sometimes you 
could just about make out that some small 

“If I had to recall my most 
memorable moment here it 

would probably be when 10 lion 
cubs decided I was their new 

chew toy and all came at me at 
once while the other volunteers 

watched and laughed!”
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grey speck on the valley side was actually 
an elephant a few kilometres away. It 
made finding animals during the practical 
test of the field guide course a lot easier. 
As mentioned previously, Kwantu is a Big 
Five game reserve, meaning it consists of 
all five of South Africa’s most dangerous 
animals to hunt— the lion, elephant, 
leopard, rhino and buffalo. Unfortunately, 
because the reserve is so small its carrying 
capacity for each animal is also quite 
small, meaning that there are only 7 
lions, around 20 elephant, an unknown 
number of leopards that move in and out 
of Kwantu into neighbouring reserves like 
Shamwari as they please, 2 white rhino 
and 3 buffalo. 
 
The two white rhino at Kwantu 
unfortunately lost their horns to 
poachers, who on 16th September 2014 
(just a month before I came), tranquilised 
the animals and used a chainsaw to 
remove the horn and ultimately to sell 
on the black market for a very nice 
profit. Per kilogram, rhino horn now 
fetches $65,000 US dollars, which is 
even higher than the price of gold per 
kilogram ($50,000)! Cultural beliefs of 
using rhino horn in traditional medicine 
and as ornamental trophies (even as 
an alternative to Viagra) in Asia fuel the 
relentless slaughter of these animals all 
over Africa. Over the years, poaching 
has worked its way down through most 
African countries, leaving very small rhino 
populations in the aftermath and now 
South Africa has the highest density in 
the world, but because of that it is now a 
major target for this truly disgusting act 
of human greed. 
 
The reserve management tasks were 
mainly quite physical with work involving 
a great deal of alien tree removal to 
reduce the competition for resources 
with native foliage, road maintenance 
to prevent soil erosion from the passing 
vehicles and fence clearing so that the 
vegetation does not cause short circuits in 
the electric fence around the reserve.
 
Our trips out of the reserve often involved 
driving to Kwantu’s own Elephant 
Sanctuary to help out with work there 
and ride and feed the elephants, which 
was so much fun! A few times we were 
allowed to walk around in a nearby field 
with the elephants; it was so relaxed 
and surreal just to spend time with 
these animals. There were four female 
elephants there that had been trained 
from a young age after being saved from 
Kruger National Park’s elephant cull, so 
they are very used to humans. In addition 
to the elephant sanctuary, we would also 
go on a few hikes in what they called 
‘The Kwantu Wilderness’, which was a 
small reserve of a few thousand hectares 

consisting of merely general plains 
game along with a few vervet monkeys, 
baboons and brown hyena (which are 
nocturnal), so it was safe to walk there 
without a rifle. Trips outside the reserve 
also included community work with a 
local school, which proved to be great 
fun if a little chaotic with local kids 
jumping all over you! 

The project also offered weekend 
excursions for all students and volunteers 
so we could have a chance to be tourists 
instead of volunteers, plus it gave a 
refreshing change of scenery. Options to do 
a wide range of trips, such as shark diving, 
skydiving, sand boarding and bungee 
jumping, were available most weeks. 

Once we had all settled in and got used to 
the everyday routine, the days inevitably 
started to blur together and the weeks 
went by incredibly fast. That does not 
mean it was any less fun and everyday 
was still a new adventure, nor that the 
goodbyes were any easier— being in 
one place for so many weeks I saw a lot 
of people come and go. All the while 
my practical and theory test for my field 
guide course were drawing ever closer 
and then the revision days were upon me. 
The studying felt a little reminiscent of my 
A-Level days, but the revision content was 
much more interesting this time around 
and so it was much easier to learn.
 
As it turned out, all but two of us passed 
the course so our last few days together 
were spent celebrating and no one was 
left feeling bad. However, it was those 
last few days that also brought the most 
tears. A very strange and surreal weekend 
indeed with so many familiar faces 
leaving at once, but at least I still had two 
more weeks there! 

Kwantu Game Reserve Big Five 
Volunteering (8th-22nd Dec)
 
Strange as it was to walk around Kwantu 
without the people who I had just spent 
8 weeks with, it got even stranger as 
someone I met on my first project, 
Camilla, came and joined me for my 
last two weeks here. Despite what I was 
doing and where I was being so amazing, 
it really is the people you share it with 
who make the experience truly special. 
The place was so much quieter in these 
last two weeks than I had ever seen and 
had lost a lot of the life that made my 
previous 8 weeks so amazing. However, 
at this stage I was quite grateful for that 
change to help ease me through the last 
two weeks of my journey. 
 
The only differences now were that I 
was no longer studying for my course (a 
bit of a relief I must admit) and I had an 

old friend with me, otherwise we went 
off and did the same sorts of activities 
as if nothing had changed, apart from 
a few different activities like worming 
sheep and doing a post-mortem on a 
baby zebra. The two weeks flew by and 
before I knew it, I was packing my bags 
and heading for Port Elizabeth for my 
last weekend in the sun. I visited all the 
places I had been before one last time, 
including the shopping centre, crafts 
market and the beach front. This was 
the weekend I went shark diving as well, 
which was incredible how close you can 
get to these huge and powerful animals, 
plus no one got seasick which is always a 
bonus. I even went surfing with my friend 
from my first project on the last day as 
she had never been before and we both 
really enjoyed it; the water was not too 
cold either! 
 
We even made a trip to the infamous 
local Aquarium, named Bayworld, which 
I had actually visited during my first 
weekend in Port Elizabeth and learned 
of its very unique experience, but I 
wanted to show my friend the wonders 
that lay within. A few examples include 
a dinosaur model that had actual visible 
eyelashes and one with a huge plastic 
bag draped over its head and its lower 
half completely missing; a huge stuffed 
toy to portray an extinct species of 
spider; a live terrapin in an underwater 
enclosure with naught but a few bricks 
for environment diversity; and a tortoise 
enclosure where you could easily reach in 
to pick one up completely unhindered. 
Best of all was a very entertaining goat/
human-like noise made from their sub-
Antarctic fur seals, which is something 
you will never forget! 
 
As expected, the goodbyes and taxi ride 
to the airport were tough, but thankfully 
I was not alone as Camilla was on the 
same flight back to Heathrow before 
flying back Oslo in Norway where she 
lives. I soon became even more grateful 
of not being alone because as we were 
taking off from Johannesburg, our flight 
was aborted mid-take-off and ultimately 
led to us having to stay overnight in a 
hotel before getting another flight the 
following day. With Christmas being only 
in a few days and people desperate to 
get back to sort out their plans, along 
with the staff in Johannesburg not being 
properly prepared for something like this, 
people were not happy. We were given 
food coupons for the next day, but that 
evening the only place to get food that 
was open was Mugg and Bean which was 
located well inside the airport, meaning 
I had to walk for a few kilometres into 
the terminals from the hotel and back. 
Although tired and fed up, we both got 
home safe and sound, even if it did mean 

I had to stay in South Africa an extra day 
(to be honest I did not want to leave 
anyway). 

Having been back a while now I have 
had time to reflect on my trip quite a 
bit. What I found is that when you have 
been somewhere for so long there comes 
a point when you no longer feel like you 
are on holiday, but that this is home now. 
I had been in South Africa for 18 weeks, 
and whilst there, the odd time I properly 
thought of my life back in the UK, it felt 
like a distant memory of some kind. You 
become so accustomed to a particular 
way of living and its environment after a 
certain amount of time, much like I feel 
now writing this back home. I find it a 
truly bizarre notion that when I was away 
UK life seemed so long ago, but now I am 
back home South Africa feels like a really 
vivid dream of sorts.

I also learned about our human nature 
to ‘get used’ to places and after a certain 
amount of time, take them for granted, 
losing appreciation all the while, which I 
feel perhaps I was not aware of enough 
when I was there. Experiences always 
look better in hindsight as memory is 
glamorised inside our heads if you think 
about it long enough to the extent 
that the truth sometimes gets a little 
warped. As clichéd as it sounds, if I was 
to go back, I would want to make sure 
I take moments every now and then 
just to be grateful for what I was doing, 
where I was and who I was with. Petty 
everyday problems or inconveniences 
that occur wherever we go should not 
be allowed to overpower our more 
meaningful experiences. This has truly 
been the defining point in my life so far 
and has showed me what an amazing 

place South Africa is, not just to visit as 
a tourist for a few weeks, but actually to 
live in. I would like to thank the Dewar-
Pilkington Scholarship Fund for helping 
me to raise the funds to make this 
experience and the conservation support 
it brought a reality.

Alex Dibnah

Six Months At Future Hope, 
Kolkata, India 

Noise. Colour. Smell. The three things 
I was tirelessly told to expect as an 
unspeakable contrast to the UK. Over the 
six months I can testify that this is not 
far wrong, and landing at Heathrow on 
a drab March afternoon on my return 
made me immediately crave the hustle 
and vibrancy of Kolkata’s streets.

In applying for Future Hope, I had very 
little idea what I was signing myself up 
for. In truth I gave very little thought 
to the prospect of spending half a year 
in a developing country which led to a 
few shocks when I arrived! I think what 
shocked me the most initially was not the 
poverty but actually the heat! Arriving 
at the tail end of the monsoon season in 
September, the daily building humidity, 
38 degree temperatures and then short, 
sharp downpours mid-afternoon was 
difficult to get used to. 

Future Hope is a charity which provides 
opportunity to street children and 
children in situations of extreme poverty 
in the city of Kolkata. This is achieved 
through a school, homes (similar to 
English boarding houses) and a medical 
programme. The children at the school 

are either day scholars or boarders. 
The day scholars come from all around 
Kolkata, and some spend more than an 
hour on buses to get into school each 
morning, although many live nearby, in 
local slums. 

My role in day to day school as a 
volunteer was varied, but my time was 
generally split between 2 areas: the 
reading room and Class V’s English 
lessons. Each presented its own set of 
challenges and rewards. Firstly, the 
reading room. This is a room run by 
Pamela Miss and staffed by some or 
all of the volunteers. A child from the 
primary department comes out from 
their lesson to read their English story 
book with a volunteer. This gives them 
individual tuition in pronunciation and 
comprehension, and it was so rewarding 
to see them develop from KG phonics 
(saying the phonetic letter sound and 
completing the action which helps them 
to remember it) to Class IV who are 
reading full story books over the course 
of a few weeks. It allowed us to learn the 
children’s names very quickly and was a 
wonderful way to build a relationship. 
There was also a wealth of hilarious mis-
pronunciations and errors, over which we 
had to bite our tongues to stop ourselves 
laughing. We often found ourselves 
questioning the sanity of authors in these 
sessions, as they had a tendency to throw 
a completely unpronouncable-to-a-6-
year-old word into the mix. For example: 
‘what is that, asked Jack INQUISITIVELY’. 
How ‘inquisitively’ can possibly be 
justified in a monosyllabic sentence like 
that, we will never know. Class V English 
was more of a challenge. The students 
are aged between 12 and 16, as Future 
Hope grades children on ability, not age. 
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Trying to motivate them and keep them 
on topic proved difficult at times, and 
as I am not a teacher, discipline was not 
always easy. In grammar lessons, I really 
had to examine my own use of grammar 
to find ways of explaining new topics 
to them in tangible ways. However, the 
rewards came when they understood 
a story I had helped them access, and 
a strong relationship grew between 
us, woven together by the occasional 
attempted joke and some puns on the 
storylines. 

Aside from these two areas, I had one 
period a week of art and a few PE lessons 
to supervise. After school, I tutored 
two boys from Class V, Ajit and Sameer. 
Initially frustrated that they had to stay 
behind after school and complete extra 
work to their peers, we gradually began 
to understand each other. I 
realised that if there was a hope 
of them doing what I wanted, I 
had to incorporate games, and 
they realised that they would 
only get a scolding from their 
teacher if they didn’t learn their 
spellings. Towards exam time, 
they started asking me for longer 
sessions, and Ajit even came in 
on a Saturday morning. I was 
so proud of how far they had 
come by the time I left, and I was 
confident they would understand 
their question paper when they 
were sitting the exam, rather 
than panicking and making 
unnecessary mistakes.

After school, we were involved in 
a range of activities. Sometimes 
sports, sometimes ICT help, sometimes 
music. A project that I became heavily 
involved in was the writing of the school 
newsletter, ‘The Tigerrrrrr’. I worked with 
Max, my fellow ‘editor’, on an individual 
level with the children to help them 
create the articles, which spanned major 
festivals and events, sports, interviews 
and even a jokes page on the back. We 
were very keen to keep an element of the 
beautiful way that the children compose 
their English, and so the articles are by 
no means perfect, but have authenticity. 
It is something I am very proud of being 
part of, especially when we enlisted 
the help of some of the older students 
to put it onto a computer and create a 
layout. A rather surreal moment came, 
as I walked down the road to collect the 
finished copies of the newsletter, printed 
on glossy paper with the faces of the 
beaming children.

But my role at Future Hope was in no 
way limited to the school day. What I 
really loved was the time after school 
had finished. As FHS is both a boarding 

and day school, a large proportion of my 
time was spent with the boarders. Over 
the 6 months, I built strong relationships 
with the children and teenagers in the 
boarding houses, through countless 
dinners, sporting events and helping with 
their homework. One house in particular 
deserves a mention here. The Small Girls’ 
house, like the Small Boys’ house, is 
situated on the school site. They are up 
5 flights of stairs in a flat, with 2 sleeping 
rooms connected to 2 bathrooms, a 
large eating and living space and a small 
kitchen for washing up and the occasional 
Sunday afternoon snack (the majority of 
their food is cooked down in the school’s 
kitchen and bought up). Shortly after I 
arrived, the city celebrated Durga Puja, 
a Hindu festival, famously celebrated all 
over West Bengal, and given Kolkata is the 
capital, the city comes alive. The festival 

celebrates the goddess Durga coming 
down from her home in the mountains to 
kill a man. In order to worship her, pop-up 
temples appear all over the streets. I had 
envisaged shrines at the side of the road, 
maybe one or two larger ones in public 
parks, and for it all to be focused around 
the centre of town. I could not have been 
more wrong. This festival is crazy and 
there is no other way to describe it. The 
temples, or pandals as they are known 
are awesome, huge and so brightly 
coloured. Many of them have themes, 
such as Egyptian and African, and all 
are decorated so intricately. None of my 
photos can do justice, to the atmosphere 
that surrounds each pandal. The 
deafening drumming around each pandal 
was something else to behold, as were 
the wreaths of flowers laid around Durga’s 
neck. She always looked in her prime, 
with an incredible amount of glitter and 
jewellery, often based around a colour 
scheme. It was an incredible experience, 
one which was over far too quickly. Her 
visit from the mountains was brief – she 
was gone in 4 days. Another interesting 

thing about these statues is that they 
are made of mud, sticks and clay, so 
that once the festival draws to an end, 
they can be thrown in the river and bio-
degrade naturally. So much better than 
the piles of plastic rubbish we acquire at 
Christmas! I went ‘Pandal Hopping’ twice 
with the Small Girls. This involves moving 
from Pandal to Pandal, worshipping and 
dancing. Before leaving, we helped them 
get ready. A big part of the festival is that 
everyone dresses up in new clothes. The 
children at Future Hope were all given 
a new outfit, and my fellow volunteer 
Anna and I helped them to choose hair 
accessories and little, beaded home-made 
bracelets. Once we were out in the noisy, 
crowded and electrically charged streets, 
I had a very surreal realisation. Here I was 
in the middle of a completely foreign city, 
with one other English girl, who I had met 

a week or so earlier, with a group 
of Indian street children. I was so 
overwhelmed with this thought, 
and continued to feel this sense 
of surrealism for the next 6 
months! 

After Durga Puja, my relationship 
with the Small Girls blossomed. 
I went for dinner there every 
Wednesday evening, sitting 
cross legged on the floor, eating 
puri (similar to chapatti) and 
chickpeas before helping them 
all get ready for bed. I could 
tell a million stories about these 
sweet girls, but my favourite was 
the very first time I met them. I 
was sitting on the window sill in 
their room, trying to catch my 
breath on a particularly hot and 

humid afternoon just a few days after I 
had arrived. One of the girls, Suchana, 
was showing me her exercise book, and 
chatting happily. She suddenly stopped 
and grabbed my wrist. ‘Auntie’ (as we girl 
volunteers are all known), she said, ‘what 
is this?’. I explained it was my watch and 
asked her if she could tell me the time. 
She paused, and ran her finger over the 
bubble, where you can read the date. 
‘But auntie it isn’t 12 o’clock’ she said, 
frowning. I explained that this shows you 
the date, to which she shouted ‘it tells the 
time AND the date, auntie that’s so cool! 
And it’s purple!’. Her sheer joy over my 
watch just delighted me! I became very 
attached to these funny girls; their direct 
way of talking, their mannerisms and their 
complete inability to sit still, and when I 
made my final trek up the stairs to their 
rooms on my penultimate night in Kolkata, 
I felt an incredible pang of sadness that I 
would be leaving them so soon.

It would be impossible to write a report 
of my time in India without talking 
about the children in general, who were 

almost all undisputedly adorable and 
who I miss greatly. During the school 
holidays, I spent the majority of my time 
with the boarders who can’t go home. 
Watching them playing and seeing how 
resourceful they are astounded me every 
time, and there are so few arguments 
or complaints. The other volunteers and 
I spent time trying to organise some 
extra activities for them, such as a quiz, 
and mini Olympic games, which they 
loved and appreciated. The school had 
allotted lots of time to sporting activities 
(as is the case all year round at FHS). 
This sometimes required a certain level 
of thinking on your feet, as badminton 
is difficult to play with three raquets, a 
handful of broken shuttlecocks and 11 
small girls…..

While the school year can be unrelenting 
and long, there are always events to 
brighten it up. On the 20th December, 
Future Hope’s Mela, an annual carnival, 
took place. All term the students had 
been gearing up for this bonanza, 
preparing dances and songs, making 
crafts and just generally getting 
themselves excited. As the final week of 
term drew to a close, the children were 
beside themselves at the decorating of 
the school and the perfection of the 
show. This was a particularly exciting 
day for me, as it was the day my mother 
flew in to visit, and I was dying to show 
her the school and to introduce her to 
everyone. The Mela was great fun, with 
the children all dressed up in a variety 
of Western and Indian outfits, mainly 

looking so colourful. Seeing the girls, who 
always have their hair tied up in plaits, 
with it flowing down prompted several 
double takes! There was the opportunity 
to try a massive range of Bengali street 
snacks, my personal favourite of which is 
‘pushka’ – a crispy, puffed up potato shell 
filled with potato and spices (a delicious 
carb fest). Towards the end of the Mela, 
the volunteers pulled out a little number: 
a dance and attempted sing along to 
One Direction’s ‘That’s What Makes 
You Beautiful’. While it was in no ways 
a serious performance, we thoroughly 
enjoyed ourselves, and I’m pretty sure 
the crowd did too! The rest of the Winter 
holidays were special for me as my 
mother was staying, and after Christmas 
with two of the other volunteers and 
their visiting families we went on holiday 
to the neighbouring state of Orissa, 
renowned for its temples. 

Aside from our life in the school, we had 
plenty of time to discover the city. India 
is a country of much contrast, and the 
3rd largest city of Kolkata is no exception. 
My walk to school took 30 minutes, and 
took me past the edge of a major slum 
area, Asia’s biggest shopping centre (air-
conditioned bliss, completed in early 2014, 
a luxury only for the wealthy of the city), 
a technological museum, one of the city’s 
many social clubs, shoe shiners, begging 
street children and a chow mein street 
food stand which soon became a favourite. 
As Westerners working as volunteers, we 
were fortunate to see all aspects of the city: 
the rich ‘high’ life of smart restaurants and 
designer shopping (although unfortunately 
only for window shopping on a student 
budget!) and the everyday struggle of 
the poverty line. It is without doubt an 
incredibly interesting city, with countless 
temples, markets and the River Hooghly, 
which is a distributary of the Ganges. We 
crammed our afternoons after school with 
trips to famous sights, my favourite of 
which being Princep Ghat, an area of the 
river where we could hire a boat for half 
an hour and drift in the evening warmth 
watching the sunset.

It goes without saying that India is a 
country blighted by poverty and struggle. 
This was highlighted to us by some of 
the children inviting us to their homes, 
particularly a rather special family, the 
Khatoons. With five children and two 
adults to feed, a redundant mother 
and a poorly paid father, this family are 
desperate for money. We agreed that 
Nasrim, the mother could give us cooking 
lessons, and that we would pay her 
what seemed to us a very small amount, 
but was invaluable to her family. Each 
Monday, one or two of us volunteers 
would go to their home from school with 
Sameera, the youngest daughter. After 

chatting and chai-drinking in their tiny 
house in the slum, we would accompany 
Nasrim to the market, for her to haggle 
the best prices for vegetables and 
spices, before teaching us how to create 
beautiful dishes. Getting to know this 
family was an incredible way to witness 
the struggles of life for the poor. It was 
humbling, to say the least, as was their 
incredible hospitality and generosity 
when they had so little.

My 6 months in India was by far the most 
interesting, challenging and valuable 6 
months of my life so far. I did things I 
could never believe I would, like riding 
an elephant at sunrise, hanging over the 
side of a moving train and dancing in the 
street with strangers to Hindu prayers 
being played from a stereo. India is a 
country of extreme variety and I miss the 
vibrancy and the excitement for life. I 
cannot say that my stint in India wasn’t 
without difficulties, but brushing aside 
all clichés, I learnt a great deal, about 
everything from humility to humidity. 
My world in England certainly feels a 
million miles away from everything that 
happened in India, but not a day goes 
by when I don’t think about it. I miss the 
children dearly, and often wonder how 
they are doing. I hope I made a mark on 
their lives, because without doubt, they 
made theirs on mine. I am indebted to 
the Trustees of the organisations who 
made my experience financially viable. 
Without their support, I would not 
have been able to partake in this truly 
unforgettable and incredible experience.

Ellie Beach

“My 6 months in India was by far 
the most interesting, challenging 

and valuable 6 months of my 
life so far. I did things I could 

never believe I would, like riding 
an elephant at sunrise, hanging 
over the side of a moving train 
and dancing in the street with 

strangers to Hindu prayers being 
played from a stereo”
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Temple Society

Scottish author and comedian, A. L. 
Kennedy (Alison Louise), graced the 
first Temple Society meeting with 
her refreshingly relaxed attitude and 
approach towards writing. Dividing the 
talk between advice and anecdotes, she 
persistently stressed the idea of writing 
organically. Among other suggestions 
for aspiring writers in the audience was 
the more peculiar method of evaluating 
the effect of your words, as they are 
being written, by picturing an audience 
about yourself which reacts to each 
one. Kennedy’s tales of her earlier life 
included moving accounts of her work 
with disabled and mentally ill people, 
helping them find a way to liberate their 
characters from their constraints through 
the use of storytelling, poetry and 
drama. The talk led into an entertaining 
conclusion, with Kennedy discussing 
her ascent of Mt Sinai on foot and her 
resulting disappointment at not being 
granted an immediate epiphany.

In our second meeting of the year 
Raymond Tallis asked, ‘Has Physics killed 
Philosophy’. He retired from medicine in 
2006 in order to focus upon Philosophy. 
His focus on the subject has been highly 
successful and he has published many 
books, ranging from his 2011 publication 
‘Aping Mankind: Neuromania, 
Darwinitis and the Misrepresentation 
of Humanity’ to his book ‘NHS SOS’. 
In his talk he discussed the problems 
with mathematical formulae, focusing 
particularly on the effect of the observer 
upon experiments. This was problematic, 
he said, in quantum mechanics 
where the particles we are observing 
behave differently when observed and 
unobserved, and hence he asked if what 
we are recording in experiments  
is actually reality. Physics, Professor 

Tallis also pointed out, ignores time; 
therefore, how can it represent the past, 
present and future that humans feel? 
Thus, he concluded resoundingly that 
Philosophy is an essential tool for finding 
the holes in Physics; for where Physics 
ends, Philosophy begins. To add to the 
overall tone of the evening, the Society’s 
dinner ended with an exciting discussion 
between Professor Tallis and Dr Taylor 
about the qualities (and complexities) of 
the square root of minus one.

Aina Khan spoke to the Temple Society 
for our third meeting about her views 
and experiences as a lawyer specializing 
in Sharia marriage and family laws. 
Examining the origins of Sharia and the 
nature of some less known features of 
Sharia marriage, Khan drew on both 
scripture and history to present her case 

for an interpretation of Sharia radically 
different from common perceptions. 
Arguing that in many cases rights for 
women under Sharia equalled if not 
exceeded those prescribed under English 
law, she went on to tell of her encounters 
with Sharia family courts in Britain and the 
successes she had had in ensuring women 
were treated fairly and in accordance with 
Sharia rights for women that were often 
not taken into account. Khan offered 
a perspective on Sharia which in her 
experience was original to most of her 
Western clients and audiences, which she 
attributed to a vocal minority of radical 
Islamists whom she believed were over-
represented in the media.

In March, the Temple Society welcomed 
the final lecturer of the year, the political 
journalist Michael Goldfarb. The chosen 
topic was ‘Faith without God’. Having 
worked as a correspondent in Northern 
Iraq, he was inspired to read the Bible; 
he also began to research into early 
philosophy. Through this research he 
came across a startling coincidence, that 
Buddha (Northern India), Thales (Turkey) 
and Confucius (China) had all been 
born and taught within the 6th century 
BCE. This coincidence was emphasized 
by the fact that these philosophers all 
questioned the existence of God. Buddha 
wondered how an all-loving God could 
exist in a world of suffering and evil. 
Confucius too, advised that people 
look not to the heavens, but through 
rituals, to the past. Goldfarb argued that 
the coincidence was possible because 
people traded goods, thus they also 
traded thoughts and ideas. Moreover, 
these great philosophers existed in a 
time of upheaval through the warring 
of great kingdoms. After searching 
for enlightenment Buddha concluded 
that ‘There is no God’: a revolutionary 
statement within a theocratic society. 
However, despite this, what is so 
extraordinary is that Buddha was deified, 
just as Confucianism became a religion. 
Therefore, their core teachings had 
been ignored. Goldfarb thus raised the 
unanswerable question, ‘why do we 
need, and place, faith in our lives?’

Throughout the year the Temple Society 
has delved into issues from the earliest 
philosophy to the contemporary issues of 
Sharia Law and its application in Britain. 
Inevitably, these talks have raised as 
many, if not more, questions than they 
have answered; thus, hopefully these 
important topics will continue to be 
discussed and debated. 

Ben van Laar (T) and 
Eleanor Garthwaite (St) 

Medical Society

A number of our potential medics and 
top scientists attended the launch of the 
National Facial, Oral and Oculoplastic 
Research Centre (NFORC) at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall on the South Bank. It was 
a very productive and fruitful event as 
more than twenty inspirational talks 
were held in five hours. What I most 
remembered, however, were talks about 
cleft lip and palate, and how to grow 
body parts using stem cell technology. 
In both talks, experienced speakers such 
as Prof Piet Haers, who is the President 
of the International Association of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons; as well as 
Prof Lucy di Silvio, who is the former 
President of the United Kingdom Society 
of Biomaterials.

Most importantly, we have a deeper 
understanding of all kinds of possible 
treatments towards these facial diseases. 
In particular with Prof Piet Haers’ 
own research on 3D imaging and the 
application of biodegradable materials 
in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, we 
have learned about some more effective 
treatments may be able to replace what 
we have at the moment through a large 
amount of research. This, therefore, 
brings out the point that having a strong 
data base and a research centre, such as 
NFORC is vital for the future biomedical 
development. 

Lydia Suen

Arnold Society News

This year saw a number of events and 
talks. In the Advent term the senior Arnold 
Society was treated to a talk by Dr Chris 
Burnand, Head of Classics at Abingdon 
School and Director of Studies at the 
JACT Greek Summer School, on “Homer 
as a Story-Teller”. The talk, full of detail 
revealing Homer’s particular and original 
contribution to the development of the 
genre, was scholarly and full of insight. 
A few weeks later the LXX attended a 
live re-working of Homer’s Iliad by two 
professional story-tellers, at the Derngate 
in Northampton. It was a unique 
experience to hear Homer’s words brought 
to life in just the way they were intended, 
and the experience was memorable. In 
Exeat, 12 members of the Upper School 
were taken to Greece, seeing fantastic sites 
including Athens, Delphi, Olympia and 
Epidaurus; it was a memorable trip and 
packed in a huge amount of visits to some 
truly superb sites.

In the Lent term the E Block were treated 
to a talk on “Ovidian Sin” by Mr Day 
and the seniors were entertained by 

Dr Moreed Arbabzadah of Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, on “Ancient 
Magic”. Dr Arbabzadah’s talk was full 
of fascinating detail, of the kind which 
does not pop up on the exam syllabus, 
taking in centuries of mysticism and 
covering the whole of the known world 
at that time. This term also saw the F 
Block Latin Reading Competition, won by 
Leopoldo D’Elia Rance (K), a XX trip to 
the British Museum for a day of lectures 
on Mycenae, the F Block play The Frogs 
(see review elsewhere) and entries by 4 of 
the LXX to the St John’s, Oxford Classics 
essay competition.

The Trinity term saw the junior Arnold 
Society talk by Dr Claire Holleran 
of Exeter University on “Excavating 
Pompeii”; Dr Holleran gave a clear and 
striking account of the damage done 
to this important site, from the very 
first raiders only a few months after the 
eruption of Vesuvius, through looting 
of the middle ages and on to the more 
organised excavations of the 19th and 
20th century. It was also striking to 
see the damage done over the past 
hundred years by exposing the site to the 
weather; with 34 members of the E Block 
preparing to visit Rome and Pompeii in 
July, this was a timely and interesting talk. 
There were trips to Oxford to see Oedipus 
and to London to see Defining Beauty 
at the British Museum, and Oresteia 
at the Almeida Theatre. Interest in the 
Classical world has never been greater 
than the present, and the Arnold Society 
continues to offer Rugby pupils a range of 
enrichment opportunities through which 
to immerse themselves.

History Society

Was the collapse of the Soviet Union a 
geopolitical crisis? What’s the point of 
gendered history? These questions and 
many more have been discussed this 
year in the history society. Which overall 
has been a stellar year for a society. The 
society has been the place of talks by 
students, teachers and guests alike. Some 
of the highlights include Evarist Saliba, 
who spoke about the end of the cold 
war, from the unique perspective of a 
diplomat hailing from the island nation of 
Malta. Which was coincidentally, the final 
resting place of the cold war – from Yalta 
to Malta.

Other notable speakers include Dr Gabriel 
Glickman from Warwick University who 
gave an interesting talk titled Empire 
and Politics, who contested what we 
traditionally think about empire. Also Dr 
Christine Corton from Oxford University 
who spoke about how the once iconic 
London fog has been represented in art 

and literature throughout history from 
the amorous depictions of Monet to more 
sinister and dark portrayals .

Although let’s not forget the true stars of 
the society; the pupils. Who, although 
lacking PhDs and extensive academic 
careers, gave talks on subjects ranging 
from the merits of Marxism to the origins 
of democracy. Both seemingly unrelated 
at first glance yet both look back to 
ancient Greece, for Marx it was the use of 
his famed dialectic and for democracy it 
was practically the whole institution since 
ancient Greece is credited as birthplace of 
traditionally democracy

The History society did not stop at merely 
discussing history, there were also talks 
on the subject of historiography from 
rugby’s own Dr Guard on the subject of 
Gender in history and Miss Rayner on art, 
pain and the fabric of history.
The History society has always had a 
reputation for discussions which go 
beyond and above the A-level syllabus 
and this year has been no exception. 
Napoleon once said that history is a fable 
which everyone has agreed upon. If he 
had had the chance to attend Rugby’s 
History society he would’ve realised 
that history might be a fable but there 
certainly isn’t much agreement.

Timothy Guard
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PSHE Education

One of the most exciting things about PSHEe is the huge variety of topics covered 
and this has been evident in the wide range of excellent speakers who have visited 
the school this year. Both Peter Hall’s and John Hoskison’s highly personal talks were 
very well received as always. Dr Aric Sigman and Alex Corkran supported the work of 
the PSHEe tutors in covering topics around body image and self-esteem. Once again, 
the F Block enjoyed a highly entertaining afternoon of ‘Ready, Get Set, Cook!’ in the 
Trinity term. This event is organised in conjunction with Chartwells and focuses on 
healthy eating.
 
The increasing recognition of the importance of PSHEe was demonstrated with the 
DfE announcing funding for a ‘Character Education’ pilot programme and in the 
Trinity term, the PSHEe department was delighted to discover that they would be one 
of ten schools working with the PSHE Association on this stimulating new curriculum.
 
However, the department was saddened to learn of the passing of Tony Farquharson 
who had worked with the E Block for a number of years on drugs awareness. Tony was 
a dedicated and enthusiastic educationalist and his wisdom and experience are missed 
by those of us that had the privilege to work with him or to be taught by him.

JLR
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F Block Science Trip to Paris

In the first week of the Easter holidays, I 
travelled with 42 of my year to Paris on a 
joint Science and French trip. The pupils 
visited two science museums in Paris. The 
first – La Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie 
– is full of highly amusing attractions 
about transport, sound, light and the 
senses. The exhibits here were very 
hands-on, which helped us understand 
them more. Indeed, one exhibit was set 
up like an obstacle course, which you 
had to complete wearing goggles which 
impaired your vision so you couldn’t 
see anything more than two metres in 
front of you. The second museum – Le 
Palais de la Découverte – was slightly 
more cerebral, and we had to complete a 
number of scientific questions and solve 
various problems.

Our trip also involved visiting famous 
French landmarks such as the Eiffel Tower, 
Notre Dame and Sacré Coeur. We all 
enjoyed the opportunity to learn more 
about these important buildings. 

On the penultimate day of the trip we 
went to Disneyland Paris, where we 
had ten hours to wander around and 
enjoy the park. Some of our particular 
favourite rides were the Tower of Terror 
and the Temple of Peril; we also enjoyed 
the teacups! After a day’s exposure to 
G-forces, we all felt pretty tired, so we 
went straight back to the hotel, where 
we did a quiz on questions about the 
museums, monuments and places we 
had visited. 

On the final day, we continued our 
sightseeing on a boat down the Seine 
before taking the coach and Euro Tunnel 
home. 

Thank you very much to the teachers 
who organised the trip and supervised us 
– we all had a great time!

Theo Matthews (T)

Classics Trip to Italy

It was doubtless with the words of 
Proximo, “You should see the Colosseum, 
Spaniard”, ringing in their ears that those 
elite members of the E Block who had 
elected to go on last year’s Classics trip 
to Italy boarded the coach to Heathrow, 
at once wishing ardently that they were 
actually Spanish so that they could 
imagine that Proximo spoke directly to 
them, and at the same time dismissing 
these concerns in anticipation of the 
“bloody adventures” that were certain 
to ensue from their trip to the arena. 
That these were indeed the thoughts 

flowing through the minds of our puny 
gladiators was evident from the delirium 
that they began to experience in advance 
of the great moment, with some even 
reaching a point at which they believed 
that competing over who had seen the 
most airports was a valid basis for a 
conversation.

Once in Rome, their anticipation was 
to be desperately heightened by the 
fact that those members of the Classics 
department who accompanied them 
seemed actually to believe that there 
were other things in the ancient city that 
were worth seeing, besides its “beating 
heart”, which as everyone knows, is “not 
the marble of the Senate but the sands 
of the Colosseum.” In this, the Gods 
were decidedly not on the Classicists’ 
side, made clear by the fact that they 
were punished for their choice to make 
the Trevi Fountain the first landmark 
to be visited: fate had seen fit to erect 
an enormity of scaffolding around the 
waterworks, which was excused as 
renovation, but which was of course 
nothing less than heavenly retribution. 
Thankfully, the pupils were able to find 
solace at the bottom of enormous cones 
of ice-cream, or else mutiny would very 
probably have occurred.

The next day, having visited the 
admittedly not unappreciable Pantheon 
and Forum (where the pupils were 
distracted from the agonies of delayed 
fulfilment by Mr Christie’s astonishing 
impersonation of a professional tour 
guide), the march to the Colosseum 
began, with several E Blockers requesting 
that they might do the walk in shackles, 
as Maximus might have done, the 
which was sadly not possible due to a 
lack of foresight in resourcing the trip. 
The disappointment was immediately 
set aside upon sight of the wondrous 
spectacle, with a litany of awed voices 
heard to remark that they, “did not know 
men could build such things”. Their 
blood lust could barely be contained 
as they were forced to queue for entry, 
with many practising their thrusts and 
parries to the terror of onlookers. It were 
best not to dwell on the lamentful fact 
that within they found neither sand nor 
baying crowd, and it was impossible to 
convince anyone that the footsteps of 
tourists sounded like the noise that rises 
up after the gladiator’s strike: nobody felt 
as if they were the Thunder God himself 
that day.

On to Sorrento, from which base 
the E Block were able to put their 
disappointment into perspective by visits 
to Herculaneum and Pompeii. The natural 
Rugbeian eclecticism of learning was 
catered to by combining ancient history 

with an evening class in the making of 
gelato, a skill which it is to be hoped 
students will maintain, perhaps through a 
scholastic affiliation with the dairy farms 
that line the Barby Road.

SD

D Block History Trip  
to Berlin & Krakow 
During the Advent half term, the 
D block enjoyed an insightful and 
educational trip to Berlin and Krakow 
to complement our studies on the Cold 
War and Second World War. We landed 
in Berlin Schoenfeld on Friday evening 
and were taken to our hotel by coach. 
As we travelled through the city, we 
could see many fascinating sights such 
as remnants of the Berlin Wall and its 
graffiti and the Fernsehturm. The first 
day began with a journey on the Berlin 
underground to where John (our personal 
guide) gave us a tour of the place where 
East and West Berlin met and sections 
of the former Berlin Wall. He showed 
us the preserved site of Checkpoint 
Charlie, where Communist guards had 
once stood protecting the Wall. Later we 
visited the official Checkpoint Museum 
which presented a wealth of historical 
information and memorabilia from the 
First World War to the current conflict 
in Ukraine. The afternoon was sombre 
as we visited a Stasi police prison, which 
was intriguing but horrific for the most 
part, such as the padded cells in which 
enemies of the state would be kept for 
days with no amenities.

The next day we explored Berlin and 
visited the Holocaust Memorial, designed 
by architect Peter Eisenmann, just a 
kilometre away from Hitler’s bunker. 
Then we visited the Topography of 
Terror Museum, the Luftwaffe HQ and 
Babelplatz, the site of the Humboldt 
University and where the burning of 
the books took place. Then we walked 
to the Reichstag and Potsdamer Platz, 
an interesting and busy square where 
we were given some free time. Early 
in the morning we embarked on our 
long train journey to Krakow, Poland. 
After arriving at the hotel in Krakow, we 
were shown around the former Jewish 
ghetto in Krakow. It was upsetting to 
see the conditions in which the Jewish 
community were forced to live in before 
being sent to concentration camps, and 
where many people died due to lack of 
sanitation and food. 

When we arrived at Auschwitz, we 
immediately felt a chill and the whole 
group went quiet. The sign above the 
entrance gates read ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’ 

“ When we arrived 
at Auschwitz, 
we immediately 
felt a chill and 
the whole group 
went quiet.”

D Block History Trip to Berlin and Krakow



48  |  Meteor 2015  |  www.rugbyschool.co.uk www.rugbyschool.co.uk  |  Meteor 2015  |  49

Next day we were at the Acropolis, which 
still has a domineering presence over 
the city. The Parthenon, Erechtheion, 
the temple of wingless Nike do look 
more impressive when you are standing 
in front of them. We also visited the 
agora, the city’s hub of philosophy, law 
and commerce. After stopping briefly 
at the first ever law court in history at 
Areopagus, we made our way into the 
Acropolis museum. This is one of the 
largest and most well-funded museums in 
Greece as it contains the remainder of the 
Parthenon marbles; controversially, the 
rest are in the British Museum brought to 
England by Lord Elgin during the Turkish 
occupation of Greece. 

On the last rainy morning we visited 
the National Archaeological museum, 
containing some of the best preserved 
Greek statues and artefacts, including 
hundreds of arrow heads found on the 
hill of Kolonos, where the 300 Spartans 
fought against the Persians. Following 
one last gyros, we caught the flight back 
to Gatwick that evening.

Overall, it was easily one of the best trips 
I’ve been on and I hope to go back again; 
a sentiment I think all of us share judging 
by our interest in soaking up old and new 
Greek culture whilst enjoying each other’s 
company.

Tom Harwood

Vienna Exchange 2015

For the 33rd consecutive year, our LXX 
Germanists took part in a Lent term 
exchange with the Theresianische 
Akademie in Vienna, a top Austrian 
school in one of Europe’s most 
elegant cities. We reproduce below 
two complementary accounts of the 
exchange experience by Will Carr (SH) 
and Nick Savage (T).

By the time we had touched down, 
the sky was pitch black but Vienna was 
ablaze with lights. As we walked towards 
customs, accompanied by Dr and Mrs 
Smith, I felt a mixture of nerves and 
excitement pounding through my veins. 
As we walked on we caught our first 
glimpse of our new exchange partners. 
After shaking hands and greeting each 
other, we drove back to their apartment. 
As we drove through Vienna and past 
magnificent buildings, my exchange 
partner’s mother started talking to me in 
fluent German, comically unaware that 
I could not understand a word she was 
saying. Subsequently, I have gathered 
that she was talking about the various 
Viennese buildings and explaining the 
history behind them. 

The next morning started at 6:30am, 
slightly early than accustomed in 
England. However school was much 
less daunting than I had imagined. In 
the morning we had lessons including 
an hour of football and one lesson in 
Russian, which was an eye-opener. In 
the afternoon we had our first taste of 
Viennese culture in the form of a tour 
of some of Vienna’s finest museums 
followed by hot chocolate and rum in a 
traditional Austrian cafe. The evening was 
the first chance for me to get to know 
Jonathan’s parents, who slowed their 
German for my benefit. Jonathan’s mum 
cooked us a delicious ‘Wiener Schnitzel’, 
which is probably the first food most 
people think of when thinking about 
Austrian cuisine.

The next day was Saturday and the day 
that Jonathan had planned for us to go 
skiing at the nearby resort of Hochkar, 
and we could not have asked for better 
weather. The sun was shining and the 
snow powdery. We drove down with one 
of Jonathan’s brother’s friends, Clemens. 
Unfortunately Nick did not take to skiing 
much, but this was understandable as it 
is extremely difficult as a beginner. After 
this brief introduction to mountain sports 
Nick ended up in the bar, but met up 
with us for lunch. We had a great time 
during the rest of the day as, luckily for 
us, the slopes were not too crowded.

The rest of the week consisted of 
many excursions into Viennese culture 
including an eye opening visit to the 
Military History Museum, a day trip to 
the Wachau and an afternoon of ice 
skating. Lessons in the school improved 
my German immensely, giving me more 
confidence and improving my vocabulary 
simultaneously, which was hugely 
satisfying. We made some great friends 
during this week. On the last weekend, 
Jonathan’s family took us to Styria, 
another Bundesland (or ‘county’ for the 
English), where they have a country 
house. We had a great time driving on his 
moped and went out twice for meals. 
Looking back on the week as a whole, 
I realise just how much my German 
benefited from the trip, in addition to 
sharpening my knowledge of Austrian 
culture and meeting some really great 
people. The exchange is definitely 
something which I would recommend to 
anyone considering German in the F, E or 
D block. 

Will Carr (SH)

One never really knows what to expect on 
these sorts of exchange trips. One has no 
idea if one will like the exchange student 
or the family, or what they will even be 

like. Thankfully, all my uncertainties were 
put to rest almost immediately: I got to 
know my exchange student Veit and the 
Unterkoeflers well, and found them to be 
very good and pleasant people from the 
start.

It is important to establish mutual 
interests with an exchange student. 
Thankfully, Veit and I shared a mutual 
interest in football, both in the 
Barclays Premier League and in the 
German Bundesliga (not, however, in 
the Austrian Bundesliga, which Veit 
called “completely forgettable”). This 
formed a significant basis of the many 
conversations we had in the 12 days I 
was in Vienna. Another thing that I was 
grateful for was that I managed to get 
Veit hooked on the American version 
of “House of Cards”; another mutual 
interest firmly established. One might 
expect a slight awkwardness with the 
parents, in terms of not knowing how 
to start a conversation. Thankfully Veit’s 
father Herbert, like me, had many strong 
political opinions, so we were able to 
have frequent and frank discussions with 
each other, which were always amicable.

I had never been to Vienna, so naturally 
I was surprised at the range of activities 
and attractions that were available. A 
friend of Dr Smith’s, Charlie Riesenhuber, 
provided us with an informative and 
insightful tour of the city centre, taking 
us to places like the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum and the Stephansdom. A 
particularly eventful visit was to the ice 
rink, which I very much enjoyed, despite 
my frankly catastrophic attempts at 
staying balanced and managing to skate 
more than ten yards without falling on 
my backside. The Heeresgeschichtliches 
(Military History) Museum is highly 
recommended, providing a range of 
aspects from the 19th and 20th century 
specific to Austria, making the museum 
unique. The most thought-provoking 
exhibits were all in one room: the exact 
car in which Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
was shot in 1914, alongside the gun used 
and the uniform he was wearing that 
day, with the bullet hole and bloodstains 
still visible. Vienna is, of course, a great 
city for shopping also, with many 
opportunities for souvenir buying, and 
the possibilities to purchase those Mozart 
chocolates.

The father of Will’s exchange student 
took us skiing on the first Sunday. You 
may be expecting me to write at great 
length about what a great experience it 
was, and how it was the perfect way to 
spend a Sunday. For Will, this may have 
been the case. However for me, it was 
not. However, I would not discourage 
future exchanges students from going 

which means ‘Work makes you free’.  
The tour of the main Auschwitz camp 
began with an Historical Introduction. 
The barracks which had been inhabited 
by the Jewish prisoners and other inmates 
had been transformed into a museum. 
One room was filled with women’s hair 
and another with children’s shoes. It is 
believed that when the Soviet Union 
liberated Auschwitz-Birkenau on January 
27 1945, 43,000 pairs of shoes, which 
had been removed from prisoners before 
they were killed, were found in the camp. 
We spent about two hours viewing 
the inhumane conditions in which the 
prisoners were forced to live, and were 
even taken into the gas chamber in 
which thousands of innocent people were 
murdered; there were still scratches on 
the walls from where men, women and 
children had in vain tried to escape. 

After leaving Auschwitz we were driven 
about two miles to the concentration 
camp known as the Death Factory. 
This camp, Birkenau, was bigger than 
Auschwitz. It was one of the Nazis’ largest 
extermination camps and could hold as 
many as 200,000 inmates at a time. We 
first went up to the watch tower from 
where we could see from above how 
vast the camp was, then were taken to 
where the inmates slept. The barracks 
were made of wood with about 800 
people in each. The entire experience 
was incredibly harrowing for everyone, 
and during our drive back to Krakow we 
were all silent having been been deeply 
affected by the visit to both Auschwitz 
and Birkenau. 

We spent our last night in Krakow dining 
at a Polish restaurant, followed by some 
free time.  The next day we were shown 
some historical sites in Krakow; we 
climbed to the top of a hill to Wawel 
Cathedral for one of the best views of 
the city. After the morning sightseeing 
we returned to the hotel, packed our 
bags and headed to the airport to return 
home. The History trip to Berlin and 
Krakow was an amazing experience for 
everyone and it was something none 
of us will forget. Our thanks go to Dr 
Beesley and Miss Hollings for making the 
trip possible. 

Bea Mostyn-Owen  
and Miranda Kember

E Block Ski Trip to Austria 

After a lengthy coach journey everybody 
was buzzing to go skiing. When we 
arrived the sun was shining, which 
foreshadowed the weather for the rest of 
week. We collected our skis and headed 
for our hotel. After a good night’s sleep 

in the hotel, we set off the next morning 
for the slopes. The skiing standard ranged 
from beginner to people who had skied 
all their lives and could run down any 
slope with finesse. The beginners made 
amazing progress over five days; after 
the first day, they were struggling to 
find their feet, but by the end of the 
week, they were soaring down red runs 
without difficulty. At the other end of the 
spectrum, the top group were allowed to 
ski alone and met up with a member of 
staff for lunch each day. Classic comedy 
was provided all around, with one 
member of the middle group even falling 
off a chairlift! When we weren’t skiing, 
we were provided with lots of evening 
entertainment, including, swimming, a 
quiz night, Austrian ten pin bowling and 
a pizza evening which were all great fun. 
As the week drew to a close, we could 
only cry at the thought of leaving and 
going back home, taking back lots of 
amazing fun memories, picking up the 
odd bruise here and there, and of course, 
improving our skiing skills. Thanks to all 
the members of staff that made this trip 
possible! It was a memorable week spent 
in the company of good friends.

Robert Arthur 

Montpellier 2014 

None of us were quite sure what to 
expect from the homestay trip to 
Montpellier. Only a couple of people had 
been to the city before, and the group 
was a mix of XX and LXX, accompanied 
by Mrs Jordan and Mr Maguire. 

We were lucky enough to have great 
weather during our stay, and there were 
no signs of the floods that had besieged 
Montpellier in the weeks before our 
visit. The group was fun and we found 
Montpellier both vibrant and charming.

We were individually billeted out to 
families as paying guests. There was 
quite a range of accommodation and 
experience - mostly positive! During the 
day we would all make our way by tram 
or bus to a local language school where 
we were taught by native French speakers 
and where we spent each morning in 
intensive French lessons. Lunch was a 
sandwich in the language school before 
we spent the afternoons visiting the city 
and its museums as well as Nîmes and 
the Pont du Gard. There was also free 
time to spend in cafés, shops or simply 
walking around, enjoying the French 
ambience. 

In the evenings, we all attempted our 
newly improved French over supper with 
our host families. I can only describe my 

host, Madame Leintot, as both patient 
and probably confused! Her face was 
often a caricature of incomprehension. 

On one evening, after having free time 
around the Odysseum, we all had supper 
together in a restaurant. Being altogether 
over an enjoyable meal was a definite 
highlight of our stay.

Thanks to Mrs Jordan and Mr Maguire 
for leading such a fun, memorable and 
educational trip. As a hopeful linguist the 
trip clearly highlighted the areas of the 
language that I didn’t know, and proved 
how learning outside the classroom is a 
vital part of speaking a language. 

Upper School Classics  
Trip to Greece 

Our group of thirteen landed in Athens, 
accompanied by Miss Dordevic and Mr 
Thomson and travelled on a three hour 
trip to Delphi in our impressive and 
comfortable minibus. On the way we 
had our first taste of Greek food, a gyros 
(a more delicious version of a doner 
kebab). Arriving in darkness, we did not 
realise that we would be waking up to 
the stunning views of the mountains and 
the sea.

On the next day, we visited the site of 
the oracle of Delphi with its impressive 
mountainous setting and looked around 
the Delphi Museum, which holds a 
number of famous statues, such as the 
Bronze Charioteer. 

The next morning we woke up in 
Olympia and visited the famous site 
of ancient Olympic Games. Although 
we enjoyed looking at the temples 
and statues, the most exciting part of 
the day was running a foot race in the 
ancient Olympic stadium, which resulted 
with Ben Davies and Sam Hillcox as 
joint winners. On the way to our next 
destination, we visited the Venetian 
Palamidi fortress, and climbed down 
it via the 999 steps. That evening, we 
stayed in a great hotel in Tolo, where 
some of the group braved a night time 
swim in the sea.

Next, on the way to Athens, we stopped 
off in Epidaurus, Mycenae and Corinth. 
All of the sites were incredible; Epidaurus 
and its incredibly acoustic outdoor stone 
theatre; Mycenae and its well-known 
walled citadel with Cyclopean walls; and 
Corinth, the site where the disciple Paul 
famously addressed the people. After 
we settled in our hotel they took us up 
Lycabettus Hill, the highest point in the 
city, to see the city lights at night time. It 
was worth it!



New York
Page XX
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skiing in Austria: if one has the patience 
and the ability, it will be great fun, 
and especially with the views from the 
mountains being absolutely stunning.

For me, the highlight of the exchange by 
far was the so-called Elmayer-Kränzchen 
Ball, which took place on the Tuesday. 
Having already got to know all the 
classmates who were there, the evening 
was thoroughly enjoyable - relaxed, fun 
and humorous. One does not have to be 
in any way interested in the traditional 
dancing that takes place at the Ball, but it 
was a great night just for having fun with 
good people - I would highly recommend 
it to future exchange students, if the 
opportunity ever arises. 

Overall, the Vienna exchange was a 
thoroughly enjoyable experience for 
me, with good friends made, many new 
experiences, and great twelve days in one 
of the most cultural and interesting cities 
in Europe.

Nick Savage (T)

New York art and Design trip 

Are you a creative artist? Designer? or 
just love art?  Then you would have 
to be always inspired, excited and 
mesmerised. You might find it hard 

having a monotonous life at Rugby not 
going anywhere. But what about going 
to New York just for a little while? The 
town of modern fashion, art and love. 
That sounds good, doesn’t it? The trip is 
filled with non-stopping flow of ideas and 
inspiration from an enormous number of 
modern museums, exclusive exhibitions 
and stunning views of NYC. All of that 
was about to influence our minds once 
and forever.

The first day we woke up in New York 
we were radiating excitement and we 
stayed that way for the rest of the trip. 
Visiting museums such as: MoMA, MET, 
MAD and Guggenheim, was entertaining, 
encouraging and engaging with our 
own work. As New York is famous for 
modern art the areas such as Chelsei and 
Soho are Full of galleries with different 
masterpieces of famous artists which 
we have visited. Attending one of the 
professional life drawing sessions  was 
a magical experience from which we 
will definitely benefit in the future. 
Design workshop session in one of the 
museums showed us how you can create 
something incredible, interesting and 
useful from ordinary items of every day 
life. Also fashion and textiles activity was 
well told and unbelievably fascinating.

In order to add a little bit of variety we 
have also visited the Museum of National 

History where we went to a planetarium 
show. Visiting this museum helped those 
people who wanted to find inspiration 
in simple and yet mesmerisng shapes 
and forms of nature such as different 
animals from all times. ‘Rock of Ages’ a 
Broadway show we happened to see on 
Times Square. It broadened our horizons 
of knowledge of American culture and 
was absolutely hilarious.  Also we have 
visited iconic places such as The Empire 
State Building, The Statue of Liberty and 
Central park where the lights, buildings 
and views indeed thrilled us. Ice-skating 
in Central park on the last evening was 
relatively relaxing but absolutely amazing 
and everybody enjoyed falling on the ice 
a couple of times. Nobody got seriously 
hurt, if you are wondering. Just a couple 
of bruises and only positive emotions.

If you are not yet intrigued enough you 
will be when you go there, because come 
on, its New York! The trip was not only 
educational and artistically inspiring but 
also tourist related. We got to do lots 
of shopping, eat American burgers and 
experience their accent. To be honest, 
what can be better than visiting one of 
the greatest cities in the world with your 
best friends? Exactly, nothing! For me the 
trip was unforgettable and it wouldn’t be 
the same if I was to go on my own.

Vicster Ulanova (St)

Artwork by: Georgie Gooch

“ What can be better 
than visiting one of 
the greatest cities 
in the world with 
your best friends?”
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This summer, over forty students and six teachers successfully completed expeditions to Bolivia, armed only with a limited 
wardrobe and a Spork! The students tell us about their experiences in their own words.

Omar Gardner  - Expedition link teacher



56  |  Meteor 2015  |  www.rugbyschool.co.uk www.rugbyschool.co.uk  |  Meteor 2015  |  57

Team 1

First up on our itinerary was the 
rainforest. Having met our hero and 
guide, King Julian, we were thrown in 
at the deep end walking four Bolivian 
“kilometres” up rivers and through dense 
vegetation. On reaching the campsite, 
we put up our tents, cooked the standard 
meal of pasta and tomato ketchup and 
settled in for the night at the usual 
7.30pm - but not before lying on our 
backs around the campfire watching 
the stars and the Milky Way. Our days in 
the jungle were filled with river walking, 
lagoon swimming, dodging scorpions 
and vine swinging. With the help of King 
Julian, we managed to leave alive. 

After a quick stop in Cochabamba, 
we embarked on the next chapter in 
the trip - the community project. Our 
challenge was to build a composting 
toilet; however, the real difficulty was in 
getting there. Our bus teetered along 
a dirt road for 4 hours. Although it was 
a night bus and we were meant to be 
sleeping, we were all very aware of the 
100m drop centimetres away from the 
wheels of the bus. Even a punctured tyre 
was not enough to stop our driver. While 
helping to improve the school’s facilities 
we survived off only one bread roll per 
meal, but this still gave us enough energy 
to challenge the village elders to a game 
of football every night. On our last night 
we had a memorable win of 6-4. 

The third part of our expedition was 
a personal highlight, as well as being 
the most challenging thing I have ever 
done. Surrounded by mountains and 
struggling with the altitude, the prospect 
of reaching the Laguna Glacier was 
daunting. However, after three days of 
walking, including a ten hour trek and a 
5.30am start on the final day, we made 
it. We were 5,098 meters above sea 
level. To put this in perspective, Rugby 
is just 110 metres above sea level. We 
effectively climbed 5/8ths of Everest, 
yet at the top all we had to eat was a 
red pepper in a wrap! The views made 
up for it though, as we looked out over 
the clouds onto Lake Titicaca and Peru. 
It was a magnificent achievement by 
the group, and to round the day off the 
teachers offered to cook, delivering warm 
super noodles into our tents, in the -10oC 
conditions.

The Bolivian adventure ended with a trip 
to the largest salt flats in the world where 
the panoramic spectacle would have left 
even the most indifferent geographers 
unable to contain themselves. 

Over the four weeks new friendships 
were forged and we learnt something 

new about ourselves and those 
around us. Through working as a 
group we overcame every challenge 
including the loss of our expedition 
food the night before the trek and a 
Bolivian hostel owner who locked us 
in her establishment. Our pupil-driven 
expedition truly and honestly was a once-
in-a-lifetime experience.

Sky Martle (Tu), 
Michael Suddaby (K), 

Sam Pougatch (C)  
and Ed Cattermole (M)

Team 2 and 3

Our first adventure out of La Paz landed 
us on the beautiful Isla del Sol where we 
arrived by boat not long before the sun 
set. Even though we were surrounded by 
breathtaking sights, we managed to sing 
every ABBA song on our journey to the 
islands, not to mention every other classic 
out there. We experienced some definite 
ups and downs during the three days we 
spent there; however, everyone really 
got to appreciate the incredibly majestic 
scenery that Bolivia had to offer and there 
is no better place to witness this than the 
island of the Sun God. Each day saw us 
trekking along the island, experiencing 
the difficulties of trudging up and down 
mountains with 20kg on our backs at 
4000 meters above sea level. At night we 
camped on the beachside, admiring the 
star-filled skies with the locals and their 
farm animals. 

Our second week took us on an immense 
journey from rugged scree-strewn slopes 
to lush green rainforest. Some of us 
managed to survive off only tuna and 
corn while the rest of us were clever 
enough to take two-minute noodles. 
Nonetheless, we enjoyed the experience 
thoroughly, from staying in the most 
unbelievable camp sites, to being rained 
on and nearly slipping off the edge 
of cliffs. Our experiences ranged from 
narrowly avoiding broken bones to 
someone falling in a pile of donkey poo. 
We have never been through such a 
team-building and rewarding experience 
as this expedition turned out to be for us.

As part of our expedition, both team 
two and team three helped build 
greenhouses in the outskirts of La Paz. 
The locals need these greenhouses 
because, at such high altitude, it is very 
difficult to grow vegetables without 
them. They were very grateful for our 
contribution. We immersed ourselves 
fully in the community by eating, 
playing and working with the locals. 
After finishing the greenhouses, we were 
surprised to receive a traditional gift 

on the last night - a sheep. In fact, we 
received this sheep alive. However, it 
was not long before its throat was slit in 
front of us and its blood sprayed across 
the foundation of our project. It was 
then skinned for us to eat for lunch that 
day. After a hard day’s work we would 
gather to play football with the kids and 
chat with the locals. To conclude this 
wonderful experience, the school hosted 
a massive fiesta with music, dance and 
smiles all round. They were very grateful 
for our life-changing contribution and as 
a token of their appreciation Rory Hunter 
was offered a wife, the lovely Marta.

La Paz - a second home to all of us. 
While there, we spent most of our time 
in the hustle and bustle of the Witches’ 
Market. Café del Mundo came to replace 
our Mum or Dad’s cooking and the 
locals our long-time friends. We were 
allocated only £3.50 a day for food but 
that was enough to get us plenty. La 
Paz truly became a part of us as much 
as we become a part of it. However, the 
highlight definitely had to be seeing the 
Pope. Not being Catholic didn’t stop 
some of us screaming and running after 
the popemobile crying ‘Papa’. 

Bolivia was definitely an experience we 
could never recreate and, thinking about 
it now, choosing to go was the best 
decision we ever made. 

Zengani Nyirenda (B), 
May DeLaRue (D), 
Aman Sokhi (M), 

Sophie Killick (RB) 
and Hannah McLaughlin (St)

 Team 3 
 Salar de Uyuni

 Team 1 
 Rainforest trek 

 Team 2 
 Fiesta after project 

 Team 3 
 Project

 Team 2  
 Local market

 Team 1  
 Salar de Uyuni

“Our pupil-
driven 

expedition  
truly and 

honestly was 
a once-in-
a-lifetime 

experience”
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The Frogs:  
F Block Classics Play

With a cast of 35 pupils, the first 
production by the new Head of Classics, 
Mr Walker, was an ambitious undertaking. 
After weeks of rehearsals and the 
purchasing of trampolines and green 
masks, the show made it to the Macready 
stage at the beginning of March. The 
play was adapted from the Aristophanes 
play by Katy Walker, and her programme 
notes explained how she had gone about 
bringing to life the spirit of the original 
whilst having to change many of the 
jokes, which are either too rude or too 
obscure for a school production.

The result was a highly enjoyable 
production. The audience entered to 
the sound of wild croaks, then as the 
lights went down the 35 Frogs appeared 
and sang, bounced and leapt their way 
through a ridiculous opening number, 
using the only words retained from the 
original Greek, “brekekekex koax koax”! 
The play tells the story of Dionysus, the 
god of wine and drama, here played as 
Minister for Culture by Hugh Falconer, 
undertaking a mission to Hades to bring 
back a poet in order to advise Athens 
as to how to fix its financial problems. 
The opening scene saw Dionysus 
attending a Cabinet meeting at which 
he was called upon to defend the Arts 
from a slash to its budget. In this and 
all his subsequent scrapes, Dionysus is 
saved from his own incompetence by 
his über-efficient PA Xanthias, played by 
Oona Lowther, complete with pink iPad. 
On the way to Hades they seek advice 
from Heracles (Felix Gladstone) and 
then make their way to the river Styx. 
Stella Cohen was hilarious as the boat-
person Charon (“it’s pronounced Karen”) 
and the journey to hell was great fun, 
assisted by assorted limbs, incompetent 
frogmen and marauding frogs popping 
up. Hades, for no obvious reason, was 
inhabited by hordes of French people 
with picnics, whose song was delivered 
with gusto, even if not all of them knew 
the words! Dionysus and Xanthias, after a 
number of encounters, arrive at a dinner 
in the house of Persephone, played by 
Shelly Fuxman as a delightfully hopeless 
débutante. Here, in seeking to choose 
the best poet for the task of returning 
to Athens, they encounter Aeschylus 
(George O’Keefe) and Euripides (Izzy 
Hobbs), who embark on a series of tirades 
about whose style of poetry is more 
appealing and of more practical use. In 
the original play this scene took up half 
the stage time, but this reduced version 
managed to include plenty of humour 

at the expense of pretention, as stuffy 
Aeschylus and sneering Euripides battled 
it out for Dionysus’ vote. Special mention 
must go to Leopoldo D’Elia Rance as the 
hilarious Maitre D’ and to Angus Smith as 
his side-kick, who made the setting up of 
the dinner scene hilarious with Leopoldo 
raging about the stage barking orders. 
The play ends with Dionysus electing 
to take Aeschylus back to Athens, for 
reasons he tries not to disclose but in the 
final moment of the play were revealed 
to be because Aeschylus’s son owned a 
vineyard!

The whole cast deserve enormous praise 
for their efforts in successfully bringing to 
life this play from 2,500 years ago, and 
giving us a very enjoyable and at times 
hilarious evening.

Sydney Anton (B)

Kilbracken House Play

”Pig-Hoo-o-o-o-ey”, a short story by 
P.G. Wodehouse, was the choice of play 
for Kilbracken in their annual House 
production. A sizable cast, ranging 
from the F block to the LXX, expertly 
performed the witty play in which Lord 
Emsworth (Sam Denny) attempted to 
get his beloved pig, The Empress of 
Blandings, to eat her food. Emsworth’s 
interaction with the dastardly rival 
pig farmer Parsloe (Leopoldo) was a 
particular moment of amusement, as 
Emsworth sneeringly dubbed Parsloe 
an “utter Harrovian” while questioning 
the methods of teaching at “the dump 
on the hump”. Sam was capably 
supported by the eccentrically comical 
Lady Constance (James Weston) and 
the flirtatious Angela (Felix Allen), who 
delivered a great performance as Angela 
attempted to win the heart of the rogue 
cowboy, James Belford (George Tuckwell). 
Belford’s experience of working with 
pigs was noted by Emsworth who, after 
multiple attempts with Angela and Beach 
(Jack Clifford), finally managed to master 
Belford’s patented ‘hog-call’. After this 
a joyful Emsworth, Angela and Belford, 
celebrated their triumph as the Empress 
tucked into her long awaited feast. A 
particular mention goes to the backstage 
crew and the director Hugh Campbell, 
who expertly adapted the short story into 
the format of a play. 
 

Nick Marsden (K)

Michell House Play

The Michell House play, ‘Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory’, produced this year 
by Doug Ponsonby and Charlie Appell, 
provided opportunities for most of the 
House to entertain Michell-men, parents 
and staff. The Oompa-Loompas, ably 
led by Ed Cattermole, were particularly 
memorable, even if they did emerge 
onto the stage slightly later than their 
cue each time. Doug Ponsonby himself 
carried off the unusual character of Willy 
Wonka with his habitually striking stage 
presence and style, while there were 
strong supporting performances from 
Will Jacklin as Charlie Bucket and, as has 
become traditional, a range of cross-
dressers to play the ‘beautiful’ mothers 
of the repugnant holders of golden 
tickets. Head of House, Miles Wheatland, 
was particularly beautiful and repellent, 
simultaneously. Hugh Falconer revelled in 
his character of Augustus Gloop. House 
drama with a capital H!
 

Tim Day ??

Whitelaw House Play

Dad’s Army

“Absolutely topping! It blew my hair 
off. The attention to period detail was 
astounding. As a keen history hobbyist,  
I couldn’t have asked for more…”
Dr.Beesley *****

Captain Mainwaring…Fred Rawicz
Sergeant Wilson…Dom Cahill
Corporal Jones…Paul Tsui
Private Frazer…Buruck
Private Walker…Matt Gill
Private Godfrey…Edward Parker
Private Pike…Charlie Davison
Hodges…Griffin Shelton
U-Boat Captain…Michael Fuxman
Verger…Husnain Choudhary
Colonel…Marcus Richards
Policeman….Jack Talbot
Nazi Sailors
Charlie Hudson, Hector Hilleary, Nick Lau,
Tom Spruce, Freddie Whitelaw, Ed 
Hawksworth
Technical
Will Charlwood, Ed Hawksworth and 
Karim Sabapathy.

A special thanks also goes to Nathan 
Clamp and Mr. Gray for their stage 
management and overseeing of the 
technical figgly-diggles.

Griffin Variety Show

On the evening of Saturday 17th February, 
the girls of Griffin House put on a ‘Variety 
Show’ in the Macready Theatre. Griffin 
parents and teachers were delighted by a 
range of musical and farcical performances 
by the girls. The jam-packed program was 
headed by a solo from Maia Bouchier, 
followed by several pieces from the 
resident ‘Flute Choir’ consisting of Olivia 
Jacklin, Yammi Yip, Joy Yu and Alice 
Payne. Alice also played a flute solo and 
a duet with Hebe Morley-Fletcher on 
the clarinet. Other soloists included Aya 
Mekushin and Anna Gibson, both on the 
piano, and Livi Clarke on the clarinet. 
Freja Fuchs and Charlotte Whitney played 
a duet on the piano after a performance 
from Elena Cumming and Flossie Rosser, 
singing “Give Me Love” accompanied 
on the piano by Sophia Perronet-Miller. 
Among these musical performances were 
some comedy treats, such as “Trouble 
in the Works” performed by Catriona 
Ng and Olivia Jacklin, a Griffin-themed 
“Mastermind” from Honor Barker and 
Anna de Pourtales. Of course, Monty 
Python made an appearance in the form 
of Shelby Matthews-Read and Francesca 
Perrone’s interpretation of “The Cheese 
Shop,” and Alice Shone and Millie Hughes 
taking on the “Dead Parrot” sketch. 
Tiffany Bucknall and Livi Clarke ended the 
run of sketches with “The Frog and Peach” 
and a grand finale came in the form of 
“Summer Lovin’” from Grease directed by 
Eve Williams and Ishbel Lowther. After the 
show it was back to Griffin for a delicious 
supper and then off to bed after a really 
jolly evening. 

Olivia Clarke (G)

School House Music  
and Drama Evening

This year’s House Music and Drama at 
the Macready followed the success of 
previous years with its diverse mix of 
sketches old and new, as well as a wide 
array of different musical pieces. The 
performances kicked off appropriately 
with “A Devil’s Welcome” delivered by 
Charles McQuilkin. The sketches that 
followed were timeless classics from 
Monty Python and The Two Ronnies, 
in addition to newer additions from 
the TV series The Office. The standout 
piece was Monty Python’s “Dirty Fork” 
sketch, played by the D-Block, featuring 
a dressed-up Oscar Holt and Ned Sillett 
in a never seen before state of rage as 
he gave a very convincing performance. 
The drama and music sections became 
seamlessly intertwined as the last sketch 
featured a mixture of both, including a 
rendition of the Stepbrothers’ version 

of “Sweet Child O’ Mine”, much to the 
amazement of everyone who witnessed 
it as Henry Don hit notes which to 
that day were unheard of. The music 
continued with Ewan Rowlands playing 
“Dances with Bears” by Jim Parker 
on the trombone. The most striking 
performance came from Charles and 
Henry again as they returned to cover a 
Def Leppard track. The bands continued 
with the LXX giving an interesting but 
relevant rendition of “Teenage Dirtbag”. 
The evening concluded with Ewan and 
Freddie Evans’s return as they left the 
audience looking on the Bright Side of 
Life with Monty Python’s classic anthem. 
Another very successful evening, with 
special credit going to directors Charles 
McQuilkin and George Innes.

Ollie Hastings (SH)

The Passing-Out Parade

Revived by Dr Simone Hancox for 
performance in the Advent term of 2014 
was Anne Valery’s underrated drama The 
Passing-Out Parade. It was a well-balanced, 
dramatic insight into the lesser-lauded 
triumphs of the women of the ATS, 
the Auxiliary Territorial Service of the 
Second World War. The play tracked the 
development of the girls from their first 
arrival to the ATS training barracks as a 
nebulous and disordered community, 
made up of some rather individual 
personalities, and their subsequent 
development into a strictly disciplined unit.

Set in a single room of the ATS barracks, 
the play saw sparks fly as cultures 
clashed. Lucy Hayes and Charlotte 
Sherpa-Blaiklock played the parts of 
the quintessential ex-public school 
girls, Private Diana Smith-Jenkins and 
Private Anne Howard, respectively. 
Playing off each other they provided 
some great moments of comedy as they 
accentuated their characters’ naïvely aloof 
personalities with great ease. Comedy 
too was aptly applied both through the 
moody Yorkshire asides of Private ‘Basher’ 
Beasley, played sensitively by newcomer 
Miss Boulton-Breeze, who was evidently 
typecast due to the marvellous alliteration 
of her character’s name, and Harriett 
Bibby, who performed with great clarity 
the fiery and outspoken personality of 
Private Lil.
 
Other characters that provoked dissension 
and tension within the barracks included 
the seemingly well-spoken and wise-
beyond-her-years Private Val Davis who, 
it turned out, was Jewish. This ultimately 
challenged the prejudices of Private 
Maureen Crab, whose father in the play 
is a British fascist. This part was played 

by Eve Williams with an astute and subtle 
portrayal of her character’s prejudiced 
nature. Hannah McLaughlin performed 
stirringly as Private Sally Stokes, a devout 
Irish Catholic and victim of abuse, who 
performed this part sensitively and with 
great emotional depth. 

Stationed in the higher ranks of the 
ATS was the formidable Sergeant Joyce 
Pickering, performed by Ianthe Bathurst. 
The endearing, strict but fair Corporal 
Betty Segraves was embodied realistically 
by Katya Clarkson, and the Commanding 
Officer was played by Daisy Osbourne, 
who also capably multi-roled as the 
N.A.A.F.I. girl. Their strong performances 
each provided an insight into the duties 
of the commanding classes and their 
feelings of isolation, being the ones 
disconnected by duty from the closely-
knit community of the ATS trainees.

Further commendations need to go to 
Mr Gray, Mr Clamp and Miss Holland 
who helped develop the set of the 
barracks interior, wherein the cream and 
green colour scheme and the addition 
of the practical wooden lockers and bare 
metal bunk beds successfully created a 
feeling of place and time. The additional 
recordings of songs from the 1940s and 
earlier (with rewritten lyrics containing a 
feminist message) were sung by members 
of the cast and helped to maintain the 
atmosphere of the period. Overall, the 
first play directed by Dr Hancox since her 
arrival at Rugby was a very strong and 
memorable piece of theatre. Moreover, I 
believe it is a sensitive and fitting tribute 
to the fortitude and resilience of the 
women of the ATS.

Ben Davies (W)

Journey’s End 
by R.C. Sherriff

Directed by Andrew Chessell

R.C Sherriff’s Journey’s End is a play 
confined entirely to a First World War 
dugout. 

On stage, the light was thick and grey, 
and though the clatter of artillery fire 
occasionally sliced through the air, it 
never entirely shattered the all-pervading 
and ominous quiet which seemed to 
wrap around the actors like a blanket, 
suffocating the life out of them. As one 
soldier mutters, ‘it makes me feel we’re all 
just waiting for something.’ 

Waiting is the dynamic of Journey’s End, 
and with subtle and sensitive direction 
from Andrew Chessell, watching the 
waiting was anything but tedious. The 

DRAMA
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production effectively captured the 
intense surrealism of living in a vacuum, 
in anticipation of the unknown. It 
felt right that the only book quoted 
from during the play — a volume that 
Lieutenant Osborne (played by the 
amazingly talented Ben Davies) keeps 
by his bunk — is Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. When reading a nonsense 
poem from the novel, he is told, “I don’t 
see the point in that.” Osborne answers, 
“Exactly, that’s just the point” and thus 
we are reminded of the surreal and 
often fruitless nature of the soldier’s 
endeavours.

All of Sherriff’s characters spring to life in 
finely nuanced performances. Although 
only onstage for a few minutes, Cosmo 
Wellings effectively captured the authority 

of the officer Hardy and delivered yet 
another high standard of performance 
that we have come to expect from him. 
Ben Davies’ delicate performance injected 
the wisdom of a school master into the 
dugout whilst providing the voice of 
reason and support to the unhinged 
Stanhope. He brought immense depth 
to Osborne’s character using well placed 
moments of stillness – staring out into the 
distance - to punctuate his light-hearted 
briskness. 

Fred Rawicz-Szczerbo captured the 
unflinching stoicism of the jolly Trotter 
and Jack Harwood perfectly portrayed 
Raleigh’s Peter Pan-style enthusiasm for 
war as a big adventure. Hibbert could 
have easily, in different hands, become 
an annoying character with his eternal 

whining about his neuralgia. However, 
Jack Rosser executed this difficult role 
with apparent ease and courageous 
emotional engagemen. Seb Walker, as 
the character at the heart of this world, 
brilliantly portrayed Stanhope, effectively 
communicating his world-weary 
bitterness, his tortured soul and, yet, his 
unflinching courage.

The play truly captivated not only me 
but the entire audience due to its stark 
and honest portrait of the theatre of war. 
Excellent performances and a perfect 
balance of tension, emotion and drama 
resulted in nothing but praise for this 
production.

Bella Davies
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MUSIC

Music Reports for Meteor,
2014-15 

The 2014-15 academic year was as 
busy and varied as ever for the music 
department with plenty of opportunities 
for pupils to perform, often alongside 
accomplished professional musicians who 
also teach and coach them. Amongst 
the many outstanding exam results, the 
following pupils gained distinctions at 
grade 8: Lottie Simpson, Chris Wright, 
Charlotte Strachan, William Leng and 
Robert Brown, whilst Harry Pateman scored 
an astonishing 144 marks in his grade 
8 violin exam and Yasmin Walilay was 
successful in her flute diploma exam. There 
were also pleasing results on the academic 
music front, under the leadership of James 
Williams, with 100% of pupils gaining A* or 
A grades at GCSE, 67% of which were A*.

A large number of pupils took part 
in weekly rehearsals of the flagship 
ensembles, Symphony Orchestra, Concert 
Band, String Orchestra and Jazz Orchestra 
with performances at the following 
concerts: Strings and Orchestra (18th 
November) directed by Andrea Brogaard, 
The Spring Concert (10th February) and 
The Speech Day Concert (May 23rd). The 
Christmas Concert, on 12th December, 
was Tom Bentham’s last at the helm after 
an astonishing twenty years and was 
as spectacular as ever from a musical 
perspective. Star Wars featured heavily this 
year, with the Concert Band playing music 
from the films, guest conductor Tim Day 
using a light sabre as a baton to conduct 
the Floreat and Darth Vader making an 
appearance in place of Santa – but who 
was behind that sinister mask?

There have also been opportunities for 

smaller ensembles to perform throughout 
the year, including a small ensembles’ 
concert on 25th February at which 
there was a varied programme from the 
Blackadder theme, conducted by Tom 
Bentham’s successor as Head of Brass, 
David Blackadder(!) to the last movement 
of Schubert’s epic Death and the Maiden 
string quartet. The Marshall House ‘cello 
group, the clarinet group, the flute 
choir, and the lower brass ensemble also 
performed and The String Quartet (Harry 
Pateman, Brigitte Wear, Andrea Brogaard 
and Oona Lowther) was particularly 
accomplished, as was the Horton (wind) 
Ensemble (Lottie Simpson, Lydia Kember 
and Yasmin Walilay).

As always, there were many opportunities 
for pupils to present solo performances in 
public, ranging from Informal Concerts 
and Blue Note in relaxed and sympathetic 
company, to more formal occasions, 
capable of challenging the nerves of 
even the most able musicians. E Block 
musicians gave a well-presented and 
polished programme to their parents on 
1st May. Music scholars continued to 
impress audiences in the usual series of 
Sunday Chamber Concerts and they, and 
other Rugbeians, distinguished themselves 
in six lunchtime concerts at St Andrew’s 
Church. Yasmin Walilay’s solo flute recital 
at St Andrew’s, comprising music by 
Telemann, Mozart, Debussy and Fauré, was 
particularly outstanding. The Social Services 
music programme, under the leadership of 
Mr Colley, continued to entertain members 
of the local community on many Thursday 
afternoons during the year.

Nigel Beavan, who has in recent years 
been responsible for not only founding 
the Blue Note Society but also for the 

successful development of a series of 
singing competitions (solo singing, musical 
theatre singing and House singing), retired 
as Head of Singing at the end of the 
academic year, but happily remains on 
the staff as a peripatetic singing teacher, 
master in charge of polo and a Tutor in 
Michell. An additional House singing 
competition, involving every pupil in the 
school was introduced this year as was 
the Musician of the Year instrumental 
competition at the start of Trinity Term 
with Ollie Whitley, Bart Hobson, Dilan 
Patel and Oona Lowther winning various 
categories. The Guitar competition winners 
were Henry Don (classical), Josh Cara (steel 
string), John Tsui (electric) and Georgia 
Geary (special commendation). The Rock 
and Pop competition demonstrated the 
extraordinary progress that has been made 
in this sphere at the school in a short space 
of time under the leadership of Stephanie 
Sanders, with the solo prize being awarded 
to Sky Martle and the band prize being 
won by a group of LXX musicians.

Music in Chapel continues to be strong. 
Encouraged by the Chaplain, a new 
initiative was introduced on the morning 
of Advent Sunday when old hymns were 
sung in a new way, accompanied by Andy 
Davey’s Jazz orchestra. Later that same 
evening, an atmospheric service took 
place in the Memorial Chapel, with the 
girls of the Arnold Singers accompanied 
on the harp by Geraint Owen in Benjamin 
Britten’s Ceremony of Carols, interspersed 
with traditional Advent plainchant sung by 
the Arnold Singers boys. The Carol Service 
was another moving occasion, with seven 
hymns sung enthusiastically by the whole 
school and seven varied carols sung by 
the choir who blended together a mixture 
of traditional Christmas anthems, such as 
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In the Bleak Midwinter with more modern 
pieces, including O Radiant Dawn by the 
Scottish composer James Macmillan. Other 
highlights for the choir have included 
Daily Service broadcasts on BBC Radio 
4, Remembrance Sunday, twice termly 
Compline services, a trip to Cambridge 
where they observed the world-renowned 
choir of Trinity College in rehearsal and, 
for Matt Jackson, Tiffany Bucknall and 
Laura Firth, the opportunity to sing Choral 
Evensong in Oxford with the choir of 
Exeter College.

Other highlights of the year included visits 
to perform, coach and lead workshops 
from artists-in-residence, Voces8, a violin 
and piano recital by Head of Strings 
Andrea Brogaard and Head of Keyboard 
Rob Colley on 3rd December, a vocal 
recital by music technician Gregory 
Swinford and music GTA Rosalind Isaacs 
on 12th February, the formation of The 
Rugby Trumpets by new Head of Brass 
David Blackadder, a masterclass by Paul 
Phoenix and academic lecture by Professor 
Mervyn Cooke, events for the wider 
community such as a Primary School 
Big Sing, a Big String event and String 
Quartet experience as well as a singing 
afternoon in partnership with the Royal 
School of Church Music in Coventry and 
Warwickshire. The Jazz Orchestra played 
for the Headmaster’s wife’s annual Garden 
Party on Friday 26th June at ‘Rokeby’ for 
The Bradby Club. They played two sets of 
music featuring a selection of Big Band and 
popular Pop tunes which were very well 
received by the gathered dignitaries and 
attendees. Even a huge downpour just as 
the Jazz Orchestra finished its final number 
did not dampen the spirits and we look 
forward to playing again for this event 
next year. Whilst the Lent Term ended 
with two major concerts accompanied 
by the school’s professional orchestra 
Bliss Sinfonia, The Concerto Concert and 
the Choral Society Concert, the Trinity 
Term concluded with a tremendous Arts 
Festival. The school year also ended with 
the exciting news that the new academic 
year would start with performances by 
Rugby School Choir at the Opening 
Ceremony and Final of the Rugby World 
Cup. To find out how our choir got on at 
these extraordinary events, look forward to 
reading Meteor in a year’s time! 

Singing Competitions

The Advent term saw two well-established 
competitions taking place in the TSR: 
The Cleaver Beresford Solo Singing 
Prize (Classical) and the House Singing 
Competition, both commanding huge 
popular support from competitors and 
audience alike. The standard of singing 
and performances in both events were, 

as we have come to expect, extremely 
high and the evening of Solo Singing 
on Saturday 11th October was graced 
by the presence of Peter Beresford, son 
of Marcus Beresford, a former master 
of Rugby School and instigator of the 
Competition; in the interval Peter gave us 
a brief history of the Prize and his father’s 
involvement and interest in music at the 
School. The competition was adjudicated 
by Linda Hirst (Head of Singing at Trinity 
Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance 
in London) who remarked that: ‘’It has 
been a lovely evening all round...I thought 
they all sang well and performed with 
confidence in the superb hall.” First place 
in the Middle School competition went to 
Natalie Houlston, singing Purcell’s Music for 
a While, whilst Charlotte Strachan won the 
Upper School prize with a performance of 
Madeline Dring’s It was a Lover and his Lass.

The House Singing competition on 6th 
December, featuring groups of singers from 
6 up to 20 in number, was adjudicated 
by Neil Chippington (Headmaster of St 
Paul’s Cathedral School in London) who 
said that his task of “Choosing the winners 
had been challenging as the standard was 
very high and each House demonstrated 
different merits.” The performances were of 
exceptional quality – possibly the best since 
the Competition’s inception 8 years ago 
- full of musical skill, energy and joy, with 
well-deserved plaudits from the audience. 
Hard work and commitment to the House 
cause were demonstrated with outstanding 
performances by winners Sheriff, singing 
Wake me up by Home Free, and runners 
up Dean, singing Latch by Disclosure/Sam 
Smith, whilst Michell’s act brought us sheer 
entertainment value with their performance 
of Old MacDonald had a Deformed Farm by 
Lunch Break.

In the Lent Term, on 17th January, we 
witnessed the resurrection of the old 
‘House Sing’ after a 25 year break, newly 
named ‘Voces 8 House Singing’, after the 
vocal group, who provided coaching. This 
competition involved the entire House 
singing together. Again, this proved to be 
an entertaining evening, full of energy and 
enthusiasm, with strong partisan support 
from all the Houses gathered in the TSR. 
Dean House, with Young Volcanoes by Fall 
Out Boy, were triumphant and Bradley, 
with The Flood by Take That, were runners 
up whilst Southfield, with Happy by 
Pharrell Williams, and Michell, with Abba’s 
Does your Mother Know, took joint third 
place. Adjudicator Robert Mingay-Smith 
said: “What a wonderful and electric event. 
It was fantastic to see an entire school 
coming together to make music for each 
other. It was a real team effort. I was very 
honoured to be part of it.” Paul Smith, 
of Voces8 said: “All of us in Voces8 loved 
working with the Houses as they prepared 

for the House Singing competition. The 
students have got really involved, and 
seeing the progress they had made as they 
reached their final rehearsal made us all 
very proud of them. A massive thanks to 
the leaders, and to the staff in the Houses 
who have given so much support to 
getting this competition up and running.” 

On Sunday 1st March, we held the 
third annual Musical Theatre Singing 
Competition, in the Macready Theatre, 
adjudicated by Vicki Stretton, Head of 
Musical Theatre Performance at Trinity 
Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance. 
It proved to be a really enjoyable occasion 
full of musical variety, with songs ranging 
from traditional 1930s/1940s musicals 
through to more contemporary shows. 
There were many memorable acts and 
some extraordinarily mature, moving 
performances, notably by Matt Jackson, 
who won the Upper School competition 
and Naomi Cook, who was winner of the 
Middle School section. Vicki commented 
that she was “Impressed by the very high 
standards of both singing and acting. 
Selecting the award winners was very 
challenging as there were so many strong 
performances.”

NHB

Paul Phoenix Masterclass

On Thursday 8th January 2015 Paul 
Phoenix, a double Grammy Award winner 
as tenor in The King’s Singers, worked 
with a variety of Rugby School’s vocal 
ensembles on repertoire ranging from the 
16th Century to the present day. Paul spent 
the session focusing on the art of audience 
engagement, ‘singing with your eyes’, 
enjoying the interactive experience between 
audience and choir and understanding 
just what is required to create a credible 
performance. Richard Bannan, a peripatetic 
singing teacher at Rugby School, was 
particularly impressed by the way that Paul 
“Encouraged students to take his ideas 
regarding body language and eye focus 
away from singing and into other areas of 
their lives, whether on a concert platform or 
in a university interview.” 

As well as working with the senior and 
junior vocal consort groups, Paul coached 
the two winning entries of the Advent 
term’s House Singing Competition. Jack 
Beere from Sheriff, whose prize winning 
ensemble sang Wake me up, said “I speak 
for the whole of the Sheriff House Choir 
in saying that we really enjoyed ourselves 
in our vocal session with Paul Phoenix. We 
were provided with tips on singing and 
communication with the audience and 
each other; on top of that we had fun with 
it!” House Singing runners up, Dean, sang 

Latch and their leader, Charley Strachan, 
was delighted with the workshop as she 
“Learnt how to look out and engage with 
the audience without losing timing or 
pitch in the group.”

Paul said that he was “So impressed that 
on the first day of term I could coach 
motivated and receptive students, and talk 
to them about using singing as a useful tool 
for improving communication skills. I can’t 
wait to come back!”

Paul was a choirboy at St Paul’s Cathedral, 
where he sang alongside Rugby School’s 
Director of Music Richard Tanner and Head 
of Singing Nigel Beavan. He shot to fame 
singing Geoffrey Burgon’s Nunc Dimittis as 
the sound track for the BBC’s Tinker, Tailor, 
Soldier, Spy. Over the past 17 years he has 
travelled all over the world giving some 
2000 concerts with the King’s Singers.

RJT

Prep School Singing Day

On Friday 16th January around a hundred 
prep school pupils visited Rugby for a 
day of music making with Rugby School’s 
artists-in-residence, Voces8. 

After an initial massed vocal warm up in 
the Temple Speech Room, the schools split 
into two groups and started intensive work 
on songs that were to be performed at a 
concert later in the day.

At lunchtime there was an opportunity 
to hear musicians from Rugby School 
performing a wide range of repertoire 
from Karl Jenkins’s Boogie Woogie 
Llangooie, played by Head of School, 
Geraint Owen on the piano to the fourth 
movement of Schubert’s violin sonata 
in G minor played by Harry Pateman 
and pieces on the flute (Yasmin Walilay), 
Marimba (Jack Fisher) and a performance 
of Purcell’s song Music for a While given by 
Natalie Houlston. Sheriff and Dean house 
choirs also gave sparkling performances of 
Wake me up by Home Free and Latch by 
Disclosure/Sam Smith.

James Gorick, Director of Music at Bilton 
Grange commented that “It is always a 
privilege and great pleasure to hear Rugby 
pupils performing in concert. It gives our 
pupils a taste of the dizzying heights to 
which they could aspire under the careful 
nurturing of the talented music staff.” 
George from Gayhurst School, Gerrards 
Cross, said: “I have to say, the concert 
was really good, and I would like to 
congratulate all the musicians in it”, whilst 
Flora from Swanbourne House said: “The 
a capella boys’ choir were confident and 
great fun” and Chloe from Swanbourne 

House said: “All the Rugby musicians were 
outstanding!”

After further group rehearsals and a final 
full rehearsal the event concluded with 
a concert at which Voces8 performed 
Sing Joyfully by sixteenth century English 
composer William Byrd and Let it go from 
Frozen. The prep school children gave 
wonderful renditions of the pieces that 
they had been learning all day, a South 
African song Thula Mama, a Medley of 
Spirituals and two creative pieces which 
the children composed themselves during 
the workshops with Voces8.

Henry from Bilton Grange said: “We had 
a great day at Rugby School with Voces8. 
They got us to work together and sing 
different pitches and rhythms at the same 
time. They were great and Ollie was so 
cool.” Matthew, also from Bilton Grange 
said: “Voces8 were amazing. They sang 
perfectly together. One guy could make all 
these drum sounds with just his voice!” 
The visiting teachers clearly had a fantastic 
time too as Matt Phillips, Director of Music 
at Swanbourne House wrote: “Thank you 
so much for inviting us to such a fabulous 
day. Voces8 have kept the children 
motivated all day and it’s been great fun - 
for us teachers too. The Rugby musicians 
are clearly a hugely talented bunch: what a 
wonderful day for us all! Thank you!”

Voces8 are well known for being one 
of the most exciting and versatile vocal 
groups in the world and have an enviable 
reputation for their educational work. 
Paul Smith, baritone in the group said: 
“The enthusiasm of the pupils at the Prep 
School day was fantastic to see. We loved 
having the chance to work with such 
a bright group of young singers, and I 
think they can all be very happy with the 
performances they gave at the end of 
the day. Having the senior students from 
Rugby School perform to the prep school 
students was also a highlight of the day.”

A similar, equally successful Voces8 Big Sing 
event took place with four hundred local 
primary school children on 11th June 2015.

RJT

String Quartet Experience

On the afternoon of Sunday 18th January 
pupils from Rugby School and musicians 
from the local community gathered in 
the music schools for a String Quartet 
Experience concentrating on Beethoven’s 
fourth string quartet. 

After a performance of the whole piece 
given by the Rugby School staff quartet, 
the participants gathered in the TSR to 

play through the second movement as 
one large group. Afterwards the group 
split into nine string quartets, working 
at the movement with coaches to help 
and support. At the end of the afternoon 
everybody gathered back in the TSR for 
well deserved snacks and some light 
hearted sight reading before bidding 
everyone farewell until next time.

The event was organised jointly by Director 
of Rugby Sinfonia and Rugby School’s 
former Head of Strings, Alan Broadbent, 
along with current Head of Strings, Andrea 
Brogaard, who said: “The afternoon was 
a wonderful example of how music can 
bring people together from a multitude of 
backgrounds, ages and abilities.” 

Rugby School music scholar, Harry 
Pateman, who recently scored a 
staggering 144 marks at grade 8 violin, 
said: “The string quartet day gave us 
the opportunity to play some fantastic 
music as well as gaining some important 
experience playing in small groups; it 
was a great day of music making” whilst 
‘cellist Tiffany Bucknall reported that: “It 
was a great chance to meet other string 
players from schools nearby and it gave 
me an opportunity to improve my sight 
reading skills by playing as part of a small 
ensemble. It was a great day overall.”

Amongst the coaches was Jane Rogers, 
who is principal viola player for the 
Academy of Ancient Music, The 
Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra and the 
English Baroque Soloists. Jane, who also 
teaches at the Royal Academy of Music, 
Birmingham Conservatoire, The Royal 
Welsh College and is viola coach for the 
European Union Baroque Orchestra said 
that: “It was fun. Alan is so great with 
the young musicians and I really enjoyed 
helping out with the coaching.”

AHB

Rock & Pop Competition

The Rock and Pop Competition on 31st 
January was an opportunity for Rugby 
School’s many rock and pop musicians to 
showcase their talents. The competition 
saw 34 performers compete under the 
spotlight for Best Solo and Best Band 
prizes, adjudicated by guitarist, author and 
songwriter Rikky Rooksby.
 
Since 2000 Rikky has written a multi-
volume series on songwriting for 
Backbeat books, and has published over 
200 interviews, reviews, articles and 
transcriptions in music magazines.
 In between the two sets of competitors, 
Rugby School’s Rock Choir gave a 
performance featuring Freddie Rawicz-
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Szczerbo on lead vocals, and at the end 
the whole auditorium was treated to 
a set by professional band 2KM2 who 
performed a short set of an intelligent mix 
of alternative, pop, electro, synth disco and 
rock. Ed Beesley, drummer of 2MK2, said 
“we were very impressed by the high level 
of talent on display from all the performers 
in the competition. We were honoured to 
be a part of such a successful and well run 
evening, and were overwhelmed by the 
amazing response from everyone watching 
our performance at the end of the show. 
We hope we can come back and rock out 
in Rugby again soon!”
 
Rikky gave some general feedback about 
performance styles and musicality to each 
act, but awarded the solo prize to Sky 
Martle for her rendition of Lay Me Down, 
by Sam Smith. Sky said “the atmosphere 
was incredible with a large crowd of 
supportive friends, and the excitement of 
the professional lights and dramatic smoke 
made us feel like we were performing 
at the O2!” The band prize was won 
by a group of LXX musicians for their 
performance of Little Talks, by Of Monsters 
And Men.
 
Parent Natalie Wiltshire was in the 
audience, and said: “The event shall 
remain for me a highlight in my son’s 
career at Rugby School! The event was a 
showcase for raw talent, allowing those 
taking part to develop their self-esteem 
and confidence, and express themselves 
through a popular genre.”

SS

Spring Concert

This year’s Spring Concert on Sunday 8th 
February included performances from 
each of Rugby School’s large instrumental 
ensembles, providing the audience with 
an exciting and varied programme. The 
Concert Band got things underway under 
the baton of newly appointed Head 
of Brass, David Blackadder playing an 
arrangement of Ravel’s Bolero and a medley 
of Queen songs, forcibly demonstrating 
the ensemble’s versatility. “I thoroughly 
enjoyed my debut as the new Concert 
Band Director at Rugby School and 
look forward to many more exciting 
concerts with them in the future” said 
Mr Blackadder. Rugby School Chaplain, 
Richard Horner, said: “All the groups were 
really impressive but for me the stand-
out performance this year was from the 
Concert Band, especially their mesmeric 
“Bolero”.” 

Another new member of staff also made 
his Rugby School début at this concert: 
Robert Hodge led the Symphony Orchestra 

in performances of the opening movement 
of Beethoven’s Eighth Symphony and 
Marquez’s percussion-heavy Conga del 
Fuego Nuovo. “It was a great chance for 
Mr Hodge, the new orchestra conductor, 
to showcase his talents for the first time” 
said leader of the orchestra, Chris Wright 
whilst Oona Lowther, ‘cellist and F Block 
music scholar said that: “The contrast 
between the Concert Band’s Bohemian 
Rhapsody and The Symphony Orchestra’s 
Beethoven’s 8th Symphony is one not to 
be forgotten.” Robert Hodge said that he 
was delighted with the Spring Concert and 
the Symphony Orchestra’s contribution. 
“There was a real energy and robustness 
in the Beethoven and the Marquez was full 
of latin spirit! It was a great performance 
with which to begin my time at Rugby 
School.” Head of Strings, Andrea Brogaard 
led the String Orchestra in two movements 
from Grieg’s Holberg Suite, before Rugby’s 
jazz musicians rounded off the afternoon’s 
concert with arrangements of Georgia On 
My Mind and Eye of the Tiger played by the 
Junior Jazz Band and the Jazz Orchestra 
respectively.

Carolyn Wright, mother of Symphony 
Orchestra leader Chris, wrote: “Stunning 
performances from all the ensembles 
today! The choice of pieces was great 
and the performers clearly enjoyed 
playing.” Amanda Pateman, mother of 
violinists Harry and Lydia said that it was 
“A well-balanced programme of classical 
and modern music played beautifully 
by the students of Rugby School” whilst 
Clare Middleton, mother of ‘cellist, Alicia, 
said that “it was wonderful to hear the 
musicians playing so enthusiastically, with 
obvious enjoyment, and with individual 
and collective skill.”

RI

Choir on BBC Radio 4

On Monday 2nd February Rugby School 
Choir performed live on BBC Radio 4’s 
Daily Service and recorded music for a 
service for broadcast on Tuesday 10th 
February. The choir, which had travelled 
to Manchester for the recording, sang four 
hymns and two anthems. Two choristers, 
Anouk Wear and Lucy Hayes, were also 
chosen to read from the Bible. “Speaking 
to hundreds of thousands of people felt 
both nerve-racking and exciting, but 
it’s satisfying to convey a message to so 
many.” said Anouk.

As the live broadcast fell on the feast of 
Candlemas, the BBC had also requested a 
setting of the Nunc Dimittis by Geoffrey 
Burgon, which had been made famous 
as the signature tune to the 1979 BBC 
television adaptation of John le Carré’s 

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy and originally sung 
by boy soprano soloist Paul Phoenix. Paul 
visited Rugby in January and, in between 
coaching consort groups, spent some time 
coaching soprano Natalie Houlston in the 
piece that he had made famous over thirty 
years earlier. After having listened to her 
performance live on radio, Paul wrote: 
“Please pass on my congratulations to 
Natalie and the choir. What a great job. 
Natalie sounds fabulous - the breathing 
scheme and tempo is just right! Terrific.” 
Debbie Horner, Natalie’s Housemistress 
in Tudor House wrote that the solo was 
absolutely outstanding. “It was very 
moving and uplifting. The choir sounded 
very impressive too.” Further plaudits 
came from York Minster where Natalie had 
been a chorister before moving to Rugby. 
Minster Director of Music, Robert Sharpe 
wrote: “Congratulations to you all - Natalie 
sounds amazing!” Natalie’s solo was 
accompanied by Manchester Cathedral’s 
Director of Music, Christopher Stokes on 
the organ and Rugby School’s Head of 
Brass, David Blackadder on the trumpet.

RGT

Guitar Concert

The Guitar Concert featured a diverse array 
of guitar styles from many students and 
proved to be an enjoyable evening for 
all. The evening began with the classical 
guitarists who performed in various 
combinations of duos, trios and quartets 
to great effect, some of which included the 
additional double bass parts performed 
by Bill Coleman. There were also some 
chamber ensembles that featured the 
guitar working together with violins, flutes 
and cello highlighting the dextrous guitar 
skills of E block music scholar Georgia 
Geary. The evening then progressed onto 
the pop & rock styles featuring groups 
from Phil Luckhurst and Geoff Tooley which 
rounded off the concert with some fun and 
entertaining renditions of Green Onions, 
Paint it Black and Get Carter, much to the 
delight of the audience. There were over 20 
students performing in the concert.

GR

Choral Society 2014-15  
and Concerto Concert

The Rugby School Choral Society is 
unique among Rugby’s ensembles in that 
it comprises pupils, parents, staff and 
members of the public. This academic 
year has seen the Choral Society go from 
strength to strength, putting on two 
highly successful concerts with orchestra in 
residence, the Bliss Sinfonia, conducted by 
Director of Music, Richard Tanner.

 Concerto Concert 
 Page XX

 Spring Concert  
 Page XX

 Paul Phoenix Masterclass
 Page XX

 Choral Society Concert
 Page XX
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The first of these concerts took place 
near the end of the Advent Term, 
when the Choral Society sang Fauré’s 
Requiem—a fitting choice of programme 
to commemorate the centenary of the First 
World War. The baritone solos were sung 
by Giles Underwood, with our own Natalie 
Houlston (Tudor, D Block) singing the 
famous ‘Pie Jesu’. In addition to the choir’s 
performance, Rob Colley, Head of Piano, 
took centre stage in the first half to play 
Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G.

At the end of the Lent Term, the Choral 
Society took to the stage again. The choir 
opened the concert with a rendition of 
Elgar’s challenging ‘Give Unto the Lord’. 
This was followed by Richard Strauss’s 
Second Horn Concerto played by Mark 
Smith, a peripatetic music teacher at 
Rugby. The first half was concluded by 
the Welsh finalist of BBC Cardiff Singer 
of the World 2015, Céline Forrest, 
performing two Strauss songs, Morgen! 
and Cäcilie, with the orchestra. The 
concert was rounded off by the Choral 
Society’s exhilarating performance of 
Mozart’s Requiem which formed the 
entire second half. 

The Spring Concerto Concert took place 
on the following day and received a 
standing ovation from a packed Temple 
Speech Room audience. Outstanding 
performances from the pupil soloists 
wowed all who had the good fortune to 
witness such dedication, talent and poise. 
Playing with the School’s professional 
orchestra, Bliss Sinfonia, again conducted 
by Richard Tanner, pupils, staff, their 
parents and the general public were 
treated to an awe-inspiring evening of 
flute, clarinet, percussion, string and 
vocal performances. Performers included 
Charlotte Strachan, Chris Wright, Oona 
Lowther, Yasmin Walilay, Natalie Houlston, 
Matt Jackson, Jack Fisher, Lydia Kember, 
Harry Pateman and The Arnold Singers. 
The musical extravaganza culminated 
in an incredible rendition of Gershwin’s 
Rhapsody in Blue by Head Boy and music 
scholar, Geraint Owen. 

RI

Lecture by Mervyn Cooke

In the restless run up to exams, the 
A-Level music students were delighted to 
receive a masterclass and workshop with 
Professor Mervyn Cooke of Nottingham 
University, a leading figure in the research 
of the twentieth-century composer, 
Benjamin Britten, whose War Requiem is 
a significant part of the A-Level syllabus. 
Professor Cooke gave us an incredible 
insight into the intricacies of the Requiem, 
and highlighted some of the effective 

nuances of the work, which will provide us 
invaluable material to use in the exam. 

Furthermore, we were then treated to a 
Music Society lecture in which Professor 
Cooke analysed the relationship between 
Britten and the Old Rugbeian composer 
Arthur Bliss who was Master of the Queen’s 
Music from 1953-1975, exploring the 
similarities in their work and also their 
public commendations and criticisms of 
each other’s compositions. 

Perhaps the highlight of the evening was 
Professor Cooke’s performance of Britten’s 
Scherzettino ‘A.B.’ which had been written 
in 1971 to honour Arthur Bliss on the 
occasion of his eightieth birthday. Our 
visiting lecturer thought that this might 
have even been a world première of this 
charming short piece by Britten which has 
never been published. Overall, this was an 
invaluable experience which will stay with 
us long after the examinations. 

JAW

A Singing Afternoon  
for Young People

The Royal School of Church Music in 
Coventry and Warwickshire organised an 
afternoon of singing for children from 
local church choirs in Rugby School 
Chapel on Sunday 17th May. The event, 
under the direction of Richard Tanner, 
Director of Music at Rugby School 
and in the company of members of 
the E and F Block from Rugby School 
Choir, culminated in a service of Choral 
Evensong which incorporated a wide 
range of music to commemorate the 
signing of the Magna Carta.

David Iles, from Warwickshire Young Voices 
said: “It was an enjoyable and inspiring day 
for WYV. It was lovely to sit back and watch 
them glow with pride in the service”.

Patsy Howes, Membership Secretary for 
Coventry and Warwickshire RSCM, said: 
“Richard certainly got a lot out of the 
youngsters and I hope that we can do this 
again at some point.”

The Royal School of Church Music 
supports a world-wide network of over 
8,000 churches, schools and individuals. 
Through education, training, publications, 
advice and encouragement, they aim to 
support church music today and to invest 
in church music for the future. They were 
founded in 1927 by the then organist of 
Westminster Abbey, Sir Sydney Nicholson 
who was a pupil of Rugby School from 
1889 - 1893.

The Rugby Trumpets

Four 18th century style trumpets have 
been created for Rugby School complete 
with matching banners. The instruments, 
which are copies of original models, have 
been custom made by Robert Vanryne, a 
leading specialist in the field of authentic 
trumpet manufacture. The impressive 
banners adorning the trumpets feature 
the School coat of arms, digitally scanned 
and produced in Holland by a former 
‘Ted Baker’ designer. Each one has 95,000 
stitches.

 The Rugby Trumpets were heard for 
the first time when they played a fanfare 
for Ascension Day from the windows of 
a classroom high up in the New Quad 
and were heard playing three fanfares at 
Speech Day. The trumpets, played by Jack 
Fisher, Jamie Marshall, Bart Hobson, Charlie 
Doyne and Millie Beere also performed 
alongside students from Birmingham 
Conservatoire and Birmingham University 
at a prestigious concert in the new 
Birmingham Library on 13th June. Head of 
Brass, David Blackadder, said: “I’m sure the 
Rugby Trumpets will become something of 
status symbol and be called upon on many 
occasions to signify the majesty of Rugby 
School.”

AH
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Arts’ Festival 2015

This year’s Arts Festival saw a wide 
variety of musical events, the centerpiece 
being a collaboration with the drama 
department to mark the 150th anniversary 
of Lewis Carroll’s book, Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland. A brand new musical 
adaptation, Alice’s Adventures Underground, 
was written by Barbara Hockley with music 
by Music Technician, Greg Swinford and 
was performed by a cast of E and F block 
pupils, directed by Andrew Chessell.

Workshops were, as always, an important 
feature of the festival and included an 
interactive and inspiring workshop for 
drum kit players of all levels by world-
renowned drummer, teacher and 
author Colin Woolway who had been 
Suzi Quatro’s drummer for eight years, 
before he began to focus on drum 
education. Themba Mvula, a talented 
and diverse musician from Birmingham, 
ran an inspirational and fun Gospel choir 
workshop. Stringboxes led a workshop 
in music from West Africa, featuring the 
Kora, a traditional 21-stringed harp used 
to accompany the songs and stories of 
the Mandinka tribe from across West 
Africa. In this workshop pupils were 
introduced to Gambian song before 
being encourage to improvise around it 
using voice and body percussion. 

Matt Jackson and Lucy Hayes gave a short 
but sharp tour of top Musical Theatre 
numbers in From East to West in 40 
Minutes: An Afternoon with Matt and Lucy. 
Literally travelling from Saigon, Vietnam, 
through the streets of 19th century Paris 
all the way to the deep corners of New 
York, the audience experienced a diverse 
array of musical entertainment from two 
outstanding singers. The Academy of Ancient 
Music, renowned as one of the world’s finest 
orchestras, playing on period instruments, 
presented a programme entitled Angelic 
Baroque: Music for Soprano and Trumpet. 
The orchestra was joined by two members 
of the school music teaching staff as 
soloists: soprano Philippa Hyde and David 
Blackadder, widely regarded as the world’s 
greatest baroque natural trumpet player. 
The programme, packed full of baroque 
classics, culminated in the ever popular Let 
the bright Seraphim from Handel’s Samson.

In the tradition of the world’s greatest 
music festival, our annual Last Night of 
the Proms concert saw members of The 
Bliss Sinfonia, Rugby School’s professional 
orchestra-in-residence, joined by pupils 
from the school’s Symphony Orchestra 
in a programme of orchestral classics 
including Beethoven’s Symphony no. 8, 
Conga del Fuego Nuevo by Marquez and 
Symphonic Suite from The Lord of the Rings. 
The programme, under the direction 

of Robert Hodge, concluded with the 
audience waving flags and joining in with 
the singing of Jerusalem, Rule Britannia and 
Land of Hope and Glory. 

Compline, a reflective, contemplative 
20-minute service of monastic chant 
sung by the choir, in the tranquil candlelit 
ambiance of Rugby School Chapel, 
rounded off a busy Festival Wednesday. 
This year’s Rock and Pop Concert 
featured an eclectic mix of high quality 
music making from over 40 of Rugby 
School’s talented rock and pop musicians, 
from solo singer-songwriters, to larger 
rock bands and another performance 
from the Rock Choir. The Fateful Voyage, 
a lecture recital presented in the Memorial 
Chapel, paid homage to composers who 
enlisted and were killed in the First World 
War. It focused on the friendship between 
composers FS Kelly and William Denis 
Browne (Old Rugbeian) and the poet 
Rupert Brooke (OR), who sailed together 
to the Dardanelles in 1915 and died soon 
after. Their friendship generated poems 
and music which endure as a poignant 
reminder of their extraordinary lives. Dr 
Kate Kennedy, Fellow in English and Music 
at Girton College Cambridge, delivered the 
lecture; Andrew Fletcher, Head of English, 
read a selection of poetry, whilst Matthew 
Sandy, singing teacher at Rugby School, 
performed the music, accompanied at the 
piano by Director of Music, Richard Tanner.

RGT 

Alice’s Adventures 
Underground

Mr Chessel’s ‘Alice’s Adventures 
Underground’ turned out to be as 
impressive as anticipated, with all 
the actors delivering an energetic 
performance. Zoe Mackie (F Block), 
who played Alice, did not falter and 
maintained a strong performance that 
held the play together. Other noticeable 
mentions include Alice Payne (the Mad 
Hatter), who provided the comedy for 
the night; Millie Beere, who delivered an 
elegant start and finish as the narrator; 
and Ginny Gough, whose prominent 
character (the Red Queen) was portrayed 
more than accurately. If such quality 
is maintained throughout the Arts 
Festival, the last week of the year will be 
thoroughly enjoyable.

Alex Gibson, Arkady Baskaev, 
Hamish Maddocks

Fashion Show

After synchronised plaiting from Lucy 
Rusling and Alice Parker, fantastic make 

up, a practice of that slow model walk 
and a couple of ice cream runs to the 
close, the Fashion Show (directed by 
Daishi Suzuki) began. And it didn’t 
disappoint. The brilliant sound and 
lighting duo of Ben Wirth and Vova 
Semenyaka once again worked their 
magic on the show, adding to the 
atmosphere. Some highlights included 
Taylor Ward’s cage dress modelled by 
Kirsty Martin and Lucy Rusling’s corset 
worn by Jess Clarke. The show was 
opened and closed by Immy Wheeler in 
two pieces by Lauren Veasey, the second 
of which was a complete show stopper: 
white dress with a lobster on the back. 
Overall, a fantastic afternoon which left 
the audience asking for more. 

Eve Williams

Daishi Suzuki masterminded the format 
for this year’s fashion show and this 
platform allowed the pupils’ excellence 
to shine. The designs of the textiles 
pupils were truly stunning and the 
accompanying lighting and music made 
this a must see event. Apart from the 
stifling heat, it felt like being in a real 
fashion show and the quality of the 
whole set up would have fit nicely into 
London’s fashion week. The Ponsenbys 
were my personal favourites but the 
modelling and designs were impressive 
throughout. 

From East to West in 40 
minutes

The Afternoon with Lucy Hayes and 
Matt Jackson was particularly engaging 
as they delivered their songs with great 
enthusiasm and passion, particularly 
Matt Jackson. When both singers were 
singing together and harmonising, 
the performances peaked and their 
overwhelming voices filled the room. 
The last song ‘Love is an Open Door’ 
from the musical Frozen was wonderful 
and both were thoroughly engaged with 
one another and the audience, enjoying 
themselves immensely which drew the 
afternoon cheerfully to an end. Overall, 
the performance was heart-warming and 
flowed smoothly with the support of Mr 
Chessel and George Jackson.

Habeas Corpus

With Jack Beere in the director’s chair, this 
was always going to be a well-produced 
performance. Laughter rang around the 
hall from the very first scene, and with 
Cosmo Wellings and Hannah McLaughlin 
on top form the play rushed through. The 
comedy was spot on and despite its often 
adult themes, the play hit all the right 

notes and was enjoyed by all from F Block 
to parents. This is everything that Arts 
Festival is all about: directed by pupils, 
performed by pupils, sound and set by 
pupils and with a budget so low that a 
broken door only added to the comedy. 
In short, Rugby School at its best! 

Shakespeare on the Close

The Memorial Chapel this year hosted 
Shakespeare on the Close, where extracts 
from Shakespeare’s greatest plays, 
“Much Ado About Nothing”, “Antony 
and Cleopatra” and “Othello” were 
brilliantly put together and performed. 
Immediately I was captured as the 
actors’ and actresses’ words bounced 
around the walls of the Chapel, and 
caught everyone’s attention. A riveting 
performance from Will Carr and Ollie 
Hastings, who was also awarded Best 
Supporting Actor 2015, as well as Daisy 
Osborne and Millie Carpenter, who 
was awarded Best Actress 2015. It was 
also very exciting to see some teachers 
showing off their hidden talents, as Miss 
Rayner and Mrs Beesley took to the stage 
as guards in “Antony and Cleopatra”. 
Overall a captivating performance and a 
fascinating use of space!!

The Just Assassins

Just Assassins is a story of revolutionists 
who value justice above all, but find that 
in their search for justice they must do 
the unjust. George Lewes played Yanek, 
the man given the responsibility of killing 
the Grand Duke, and has to find within 
himself whether it is the right thing 
to do and then how to deal with the 
consequences in his prison cell after he 
plants the bomb. A fantastic performance 
from George and the whole cast with 
slick transitions, and the play as a whole 
really conveyed the self-doubt people 
have when they come up against the 
establishment. Anouk Wear should be 
massively proud of this achievement. 

Sam Green Armytage

Under Milk Wood

Stepping into the Macready foyer to the 
sight of a thought-provoking set, I knew 
we were in for a treat. Scattered around 
was a double bed laden with bodies, 
a loo, a rocking chair, a cot, a bench, 
table and chairs and a very busy washing 
line overhead. The acting throughout 
the performance was outstanding with 
each actor showing true emotion in 
their respective roles. The cast worked 
well together to create a dynamic and 

entertaining performance that I am sure 
all of the audience very much enjoyed. 

Iona Hepworth

The actors managed to bring a highly 
unique piece to life, despite the 
challenging confines of the Macready 
foyer. With notable performances from 
Georgia Martin and Benji Bradshaw and 
singing from Alice Payne and George 
Jackson, this piece was certainly one not 
to be missed. It was funny, serious and 
intellectually challenging. Congratulations 
to the whole cast on a brilliant 
performance. 

Ao Sasame

The Weakest Link

Middle School Weakest Link was very 
amusing, mainly made up of F block 
School House boys but also Hugh Falconer 
(Michell) and Alex Bourne (Cotton). Most 
people started well, on easier questions, 
but found it got increasingly more difficult. 
After each round of questions, there was a 
vote - some people were very tactical and 
voted together. After six rounds was the 
finale, made up of Oscar Holt and Freddie 
Metcalfe. Oscar was the winner and went 
away with a bag of sweets.

Portia Sherpa Blaiklock

Gospel Choir Workshop

Run by the excellent Themba Mvula, 
the Gospel Choir Workshop was a 
thoroughly energetic, educational and 
enjoyable occasion. Using his vast musical 
experience, Mvula had everyone clapping 
and swaying to Gospel classics such as 
‘Amen’ and ‘King of Kings’. The event 
catered to all ages, from Marshall House 
to returning members of the XX, and all 
created a great sound when harmonizing 
and stomping their feet. Many could be 
heard singing the songs Themba taught 
hours later, which is testament to the 
success of his workshop. 

Nick Marsden

T’ai Chi Workshop

The T’ai Chi workshop run by Mr Baker 
did not fail to impress. Not only was 
the group shown the spiritual side to 
the martial art - for example, how to 
meditate - we also discovered the origins 
of the art itself. The martial art’s ancient 
origins revealed to be far less tranquil 
than one would first expect from what 
is on the surface such a passive art. 

Mr Baker explained the uses of each 
move in a fast-paced combat situation 
through his exceptional demonstrations, 
which certainly captured the group’s 
interest in the art. The group also had a 
chance to attempt these moves, which 
proved challenging but entertaining. 
This workshop certainly was a fantastic 
introduction to an art most have not tried 
out yet, and I believe will have inspired a 
great deal to attend further classes that Mr 
Baker runs next year.

Hamish Maddocks

Tales From Ovid

David Raeburn from New College, Oxford 
gave a reading of his Penguin translation 
of Ovid’s Metamorphoses, a collection of 
Greek and Roman myths. With a common 
theme of transformation, the stories 
of Icarus, Semele and Narcissus were 
brought to life through his passionate and 
animated delivery of the tales. After this 
reading, he gave an insightful addition 
explaining how, though Ovid wrote the 
Metamorphoses thousands of years ago, 
they bear relevance today as the tales form 
the basis of much of Western culture.

Saskia Beacham Watts

The Academy of  
Ancient Music

The Academy was very good: the TSR was 
filled with haunting and emotive sounds 
from the professional musicians. Miss 
Hyde was amazing, the orchestra was very 
animated and the room was full of both 
students and adults, which gave it a good 
atmosphere. Mr Blackadder’s performance 
on the trumpet was excellent. A great 
experience and another fantastic addition 
to the pupils’ Arts Festival. 

Stella Cohen

Drum Workshop 

Colin Woolway, a world-renowned 
drummer, produced a fantastic workshop 
for any drum kit players or drum 
enthusiasts. Colin improvised an exquisite 
solo, which to this day was the best 
piece of drumming I have heard live. Not 
only did he teach the audience valuable 
techniques and skills, he connected with 
us so that no one could get away with 
being silent. Overall, it was a riveting 
experience for all involved, and we must 
all acknowledge the most important lesson 
Colin taught us: make sure you listen!

George Tuckwell
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Murder at the  
Templeton Hotel 

Murder at the Templeton Hotel was a 
riot of laughs and enjoyment. Angharad 
reached new heights (in her heels) and 
despite the giggles echoing through the 
cast and audience, the pupils managed 
to compose themselves and deliver a fun 
version of this murder mystery play. It 
was well directed by Yssy Rigg and we 
look forward to next year’s Southfield Play 
with anticipation of an equal delivery of 
enjoyment.

Anto Woodhead

Pilates

Mrs Gray ran a great beginners’ session of 
Pilates in the old gym. There was a good 
turnout of a mixture of boys and girls from 
different years throughout the school. 
We learned basic stretches and about the 
structure of the spine. It was a calming 
experience on a hot afternoon. 

Clea Rixon and Sophia Clarke

Arts Festival Finale

The Arts Festival in 2015 had certainly 
been a huge success and the finale proved 
yet again what exceptional talent there is 
at Rugby School. 

The evergreen School Teacher Band kicked 
off proceedings, with Dr Smith and his 
merry ensemble rocking their way through 
a collection of songs that the pupils 
merrily clapped along to. This was then 
followed by a rendition from Matt Jackson 
and Lucy Hayes as they reprised two songs 
from their West End show. The Frozen hit 
was certainly a highlight.

Prizes were back again this year and the 
big winners of the night were Matt Jackson 
and Jack Beere. Both received their Lifetime 
Achievement awards for being involved 
in the Arts Festival every year that they 
have been in school, and with Jack even 
turning up after his GCSE exams to sell 
refreshments and raise money for charity.

Flamingo madness then ensued as the full 
cast of Alice Underground took to the stage 
and performed one of their songs.

The evening could not end without Mr 
Dhanda and Mrs Naylor doing their 
Arts Festival Song. John Lennon himself 
would have been proud of the way in 
which these wordsmiths crafted every 
performance from the week’s festival into 
their song - all accompanied by a Dhanda-
produced PowerPoint presentation. From 
everyone’s favourite Butterfly Face Painting 
to more mature productions like the 
outstanding Fashion Show, Habeas Corpus 
and the Just Assassins, they were all 
included into the song, which the crowd 
clearly loved.

This year’s festival contained everything 
from workshops to professional 
performances and pupil-led stage shows, 
but I think that no matter how good an 
Arts Festival is, the pupils will be sure to 
raise the bar even higher next year.

George Tuckwell 

Artwork by: Ollie Bacon

“ The finale 
proved yet again 
what exceptional 
talent there is at 
Rugby School.”
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Artwork by: Martin Mekushkin
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PUPIL WORK

The four members of the gang, plus me, of course, were 
gathered around my desk watching a video of one of our 
teachers doing Yoga and laughing uproariously. There was 
Arun, the leader, with a strong muscular body and a determined 
face, who was always scouting around the house, looking for 
mysteries to solve. Then there was Leo, with his pet tortoise 
called Triceratops that he would always translate for, 
even if the tortoise looked incredibly bored and 
uninterested in the conversation. Leo was the 
funny one, always clumsy and falling over 
things. He also had a great love of comedy 
from previous generations, like Groucho 
Marx and Charlie Chaplin. Then there was 
Andy, who was capable of seducing up to 
three girls at any one time. He had long, 
flowing golden hair and a face which 
was angelic and looked four years too 
young for the body it was in. He didn’t 
have very good common sense but he 
did have a knack of making traps and could 
always think of a way to catch someone or 
“accidentally” interfere with them. Then there 
was me. Plain old me, whom the gang always 
turned to when a problem needed solving. I 
don’t know why they appointed me as chief 
geek, but I think I got better at being the 
person with all the ideas, the in-house 
Albert Einstein if you will, in my five years 
at the school. 

‘That is utterly hilarious!’ wailed Leo, who 
was rolling about the desk uncontrollably, 
knocking over all of my stuff, with tortoise 
in hand. Then he started quoting some 
ancient Chaplin remarks which set us off 
laughing all over again.

‘It’s like he’s trying to bend himself in half!’ roared 
Andy as he appeared to be laughing his lungs 
out on the top of my locker. ‘And just to think 
he’s our French teacher!’

‘I have to send this to my Dad!’ I howled 
and recovered long enough from the 
enormous giggle to press send on my 
e-mail account. The laughter continued 
for five minutes, and every time we 
tried to stop the laughter, it just kept on 
flowing out. After this episode had finished, 
however, we all became silent and looked at 
each other sheepishly. 

That was when the lights started to flicker. Very 
briefly at first, but then more repeatedly, and very soon 
it was as if we were in a disco when lasers are flashing in all 
directions. Then all of a sudden, they cut themselves out, and as 
it was a winter’s night outside, the house became pitch-black.

There were various shouts of, ’What the hell?’ or ‘What was that?’ 
from all the boys who had suddenly been plunged into darkness. 
There was a small rustling noise in our room and instantly there 
was an eerie tension, like the moment when James Bond comes 
to diffuse a bomb, and he has to make a vital choice between 
a red and a blue wire. I thought I saw a black shape looming 

up into the darkness, but then it flickered to the right and 
disappeared by the vague square of my locker. Then there was  
a snap, a swishing noise, and a bang as my study door  
slammed shut. 

Then, as if by sorcery, the light flickered back on, the long bulbs 
emitting a blaze of pure brilliance to our squinting eyes. 

‘Who or what was that?’ questioned Arun in an 
unusually soft voice.

‘I don’t know,’ I answered, ‘but I guess we 
have to find out.’ We all turned to leave 
to back to our own studies, but as I 
stopped to lock in my locker, I discovered 
something. ‘Guys?’ I asked the gang as 
they turned to leave through the off-white 
coloured door, ‘All my socks have gone.’

‘Where have they gone?’ asked Leo as he 
brought Triceratops towards my locker. Then 

he asked his tortoise what was presumably 
the same question in his weird Elvish-sounding 

language. 

‘I think we might have to get our Sherlock 
Homes’ brains on lads,’ muttered Arun as he 
flippantly tossed his phone into the air – 
one of his chief habits. ‘We’ve got  
to find the mystery “thing” that’s stealing 
all of our socks. Theo, think on it,’ he said 
in a melodramatic way and swished out, 
leaving the rest of us gazing into my 
empty sock drawer.

The next day, the four of us (plus tortoise) 
were in the gang’s secret lair discussing the 

mystery of the previous night’s sock escapade. 
The hide-out was a small room with a low ceiling 

that we had hung a rug from, as the walls 
and ceiling leaked water from the kitchen 

above. We’d put a ten speaker hi-fi system 
in there with a table tennis table and a 
mini vending machine. ‘I reckon it was an 
electro-magnetic force field that sucked all 
of your socks out of the locker,’ drawled 
Andy, as he persisted in the laborious task 
of gelling his hair.

‘Don’t be stupid!’ I exclaimed as I glared at 
Andy. ‘It was obviously a person who took my 

socks. My lock had been broken anyway, so they 
must have been using the lock-cutters.’

‘That as well may be,’ started Arun in an imperious tone of 
voice, ‘but how did the person pass unseen through Theo’s study 
without any of us noticing that “it” was there?’

‘I think I may be able to help you with that,’ I offered, as I pulled 
out a strip of velvet-like night-black material from my pocket. 
‘I found this in my locker. The thief obviously cut whatever he was 
wearing on the sharp edge of my broken lock.’

‘So what is it?’ asked Leo, with a tone of wonderstruck 
amazement. ‘It look like it came from a morph-suit.’

The Mystery of the Missing Socks
‘You might be right,’ I agreed, ‘but I don’t think you would find this 
morph-suit on any shop wall.’

‘Why?’ questioned Andy, who had finally finished gelling his hair 
and flopped down onto one of the glow-in-the-dark bean-bags 
that we had put around in a circle on the floor. 

‘Because it’s made of a super lightweight material which is specially 
designed to make no sound as it is compressed or folded. It’s has 
special microfibers in it which...’

‘Ok, thanks for that, Theo,’ interrupted Arun. ‘So our robber is 
a bit of a gadget man and he has a love of socks. We’re still not 
getting anywhere.’

‘That’s not entirely true,’ I said, then hesitated slightly. ‘I 
researched the material on its origin and I found this,’ I said as I 
took my phone out and showed the gang my screenshot of the 
internet site.

‘Macabey and Sons,’ read Leo, as he bent over his tortoise.

‘As in Ned Macabey, the guy in our year?’ asked Andy as he 
recalled his classmate’s surname.

‘Yes,’ I said as I flipped the piece of rubberised material between 
my fingers. ‘His dad is obviously supplying him with the material so 
he can rob other people’s lockers.’

‘But why socks?’ Arun asked, ‘You had your phone in your locker as 
well, so why didn’t he take that?’
‘I don’t really understand it either, Arun, but we’ll have to track 
him down before he becomes a full-on thief.’ We briefly glanced at 
each other before exiting our den, our brains deep in thought 
(apart from Triceratops’s of course).

The next morning, Andy broke the news that he had a fully 
loaded trap set for Ned to walk straight into. ‘So downstairs there 
will be one of us yelling “Lessons!!” and ringing the bell. This will 
bring Ned running out of his study. He will have his special morph-
suit on as he won’t have had time to take it off. We will then chase 
him, have the House door locked so he can’t get out, and corner 
him. At this stage, Triceratops will be raised on a rope above the 
house door and he will drop onto Ned’s head, blinding him. We can 
then rugby tackle him and tie him up with this rope,’ he finished, 
as he unravelled a long string of rope from his pocket. ‘Ok?’

‘Yeah,’ started Arun, ‘but how are we going to suspend Triceratops 
from the roof under the door without Ned seeing us?’

‘That’s easy,’ replied Andy. ‘We have a rope suspended from the 
picture hooks and we let go of it when he is under the door. We stay 
hidden by hiding in the kitchen cupboards by the door.’

‘Brilliant,’ whispered Arun. ‘Let’s put our plan into action.’

‘LESSONS!’ Leo yelled as he waved his arm about furiously, 
ringing the bell with such force it looked as if it was going 
concave from the tightness of his grip on the handle. From 
inside study 15 there was a shout, then a clattering of feet, and 
finally a figure in a night-black morph-suit was standing in the 
door frame.

‘Stop right there!’ I yelled, as the black ninja-like figure bolted 
down the stairs. I ran after him, and as I passed by the stairs, 
there was a signal from Andy who was there; he texted Arun 
who got ready to release the rope. 

The figure rounded a bend and came face-to-face with a 
member of the XX. ‘Get out of my way!’ he mumbled in a gruff 
voice and barged his pass both of us. 

‘Come here, Ned!’ I screamed to alert the robber who was now 
facing the house door.
‘What the hell?’ he asked himself as he turned to face me. It 
was at that moment when he slammed face-first into the door, 
knocking himself backwards.

‘Now!’ I shouted as the thief was right under the belittling 
hovering Triceratops. The poor animal came swooping down, 
Arun releasing the rope at just at the right moment. The black-
suited figure came crashing back to earth. Andy finally tied his 
hands and feet together and propped him up against a wall.

Leo and Andy had now joined us for what would be the great 
unmasking of the villain. ‘You do the honours, Theo; you had all 
the ideas.’

‘Ok, but I don’t think it will be what you would expect.’ I reached 
over and started to pull up the mask over the villain’s head.

‘If our theory is right then the stealer of the socks must be… Ned!’ 
However, as I pulled the mask over his head, it was not Ned’s 
face, but someone else’s.

‘I know who that is! It’s Patrick in the D-Block!’ Arun gasped, as the 
bandit’s short stubby ears poked out from his head.

‘Just as I thought,’ I said in a cool voice, as I turned the story over 
in my head. ‘Patrick has a history of stealing things as I recall, but I 
have never heard of him stealing socks.’

‘Actually, I was looking to steal your computers, but they were on 
your desk and I couldn’t reach them,’ he explained to us, while we 
were all looking slightly baffled. ‘I didn’t mean to take your socks, 
but I thought it was your phone in the dark so I took it anyway.’

‘So that explains the socks. But we researched the material that you 
were wearing and it all came back to Ned Macabey. So how did you 
get that material?’ asked Arun in his usual inquisitive voice.

‘I stole that, too, so I could steal more things. I was the perfect 
crime. Then, eventually, I would become rich, and I it would have all 
started with YOU!’ He emphasised the word with such force that 
even Triceratops sank back into his shell. ‘I would have gotten 
away with it if it hadn’t been for you meddling kids!’

‘Well, technically you did get away with it. You still have my socks!’ I 
exclaimed, and everybody laughed (except for Triceratops, who 
was still hiding in his shell).

A week later, we were all watching the same video of our teacher 
doing Yoga, and we were still laughing, even though we had seen 
it approximately sixty million times. After we had recovered long 
enough from our giggles, the rest of the gang turned to leave the 
study. But at the last minute, Leo turned round and asked me, ‘Do 
you think that will be the last ever mystery we ever solve?’

‘Oh don’t you worry, Leo,’ I replied as quick as a flash. ‘It won’t be.’

Theo Matthews (T)
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WWI COMMEMORATION MATCH – 
RUGBY V SEDBERGH 

November’s rugby match between Rugby and Sedbergh School 
was a momentous occasion where both schools honoured the 
brave men who fought and died during the First World War and in 
particular the lives of Ronald Poulton-Palmer and Frederick Turner 
– two great men these from two great schools. Before kick-off, the 
two teams stood side by side facing the Mound to share a minute’s 
silence to remember those who lost their lives in the War. 

Right from the start, it was clear that both teams were giving 
the game their all but neither side made any any considerable 
ground. The game continued in this way with both teams 
fighting hard to gain ground for the next ten minutes or so 
before Johnny Woodhead was able to exploit a gap in the 
Sedbergh defence to score a breakaway try from Rugby’s ten 
metre line into the top left hand corner. From the restart, 
Sedbergh put Rugby under considerable pressure, with 
Sedbergh almost scoring on several occasions. Then Sedbergh’s 
tight head prop broke through and scored a try, which their 
kicker then converted. Rugby fought back, pinning Sedbergh 
to their try line until Seb Walker managed to slip through a gap 
to score in the left hand corner to take the score to 10-7. The 
rest of the first half continued in this manner, with both sides 
making about equal advances on the pitch, but both defences 
prevented any more tries being scored. 

The second half began almost identically to the first, with once again 
neither side managing to make much ground. However, utilising 
his considerable speed, the Sedbergh number 13 outpaced various 
Rugby players to between the posts. This was then converted, taking 
the score to 14-10 to Sedbergh. Very quickly afterwards, however, 
Harry Sutherland responded in kind by exploited a two man overlap 
to take the score to 15-14. Sedbergh attacked back with renewed 
vigour to score their third try, although they missed the conversion. 
Desperate to hold on to their lead, Sedbergh redoubled their efforts 
in the final phase of the game to prevent Rugby scoring another 
try. The game continued like this until the final ten minutes when a 
quick chip and chase from Robbie Povey found Josh Harris who took 
the ball to score Rugby’s game-winning try. At the final whistle the 
score was 20-19 to Rugby. 

There was no doubt at the end of the game that the spirit of 
school rugby lives on – in the same was as does the memory of 
Rugby’s Ronald Poulton-Palmer and Sedbergh’s Frederick Turner. 

Alex Lawson May (M

1ST XV
P11 W5 D1 L5

This year’s 1st XV had a decent season, winning five of their 
eleven matches. An exceptional victory over The Grammar 
School at Leeds was, perhaps, the particular highlight in this 
successful season. In total, the XV scored 203 points and 
conceded 192. Robbie Povey was the top points scorer with 93 
points. His tally was followed by Captain Jack Gibbs’ 40 points 
from eight breakaway tries. 

The team began the season with a disappointingly close 11-10 loss 
against Cheltenham where, after a strong start, Rugby struggled to 
maintain momentum to find themselves constantly chasing play. 
Josh Harris scored the final try of the game but unfortunately tore 
his AC ligament in the process. Frustratingly for him and the team, 

he was unable to play for the majority of the rest of the season. 
Spurred on by this initial loss, Rugby redoubled their efforts in 
the next match to earn a 30-24 victory against a very physical St 
Edward’s, Oxford. Rugby were easily the more dominant side in 
the first half, with Gibbs scoring two tries and Povey converting 
both of them, but the second half saw St Edward’s increase the 
pressure to bring them level on the scoreboard. Quick thinking 
and skill from Hugh Wrigley secured Rugby’s victory, however, with 
a third try that St Edward’s were simply unable to match. 

The team’s next two games saw disappointing losses to Stamford 
(33-3) and Uppingham (19-17). Stamford were an incredibly 
strong side – they went on to have an undefeated season – and 
so Rugby did especially well to keep the score level until the 
final fifteen minutes. The next match, against Haileybury, was 
altogether different, with Rugby dominating play from the start, 
being both strong and secure at the breakdowns and fast and 
fluid in open play. The final score here was 43-12 to Rugby, with 
Gibbs, Joe Miller and George Romain each scoring memorable 
tries. Victory against Haileybury encouraged the team on to 
further victories against Glantaf (41-5) and Trent (27-10), with 
Rugby showing themselves to be the stronger and more skilful 
side in both matches both up front and in the backs.
 
The match against Abingdon felt reminiscent of the one 
against Cheltenham, in the sense that Rugby were just unable 
to pull themselves up, with the result that, come the second 
half, Abingdon were able to score a succession of tries to win 
the game 33-3. Determined not to lose to an undefeated 
Berkhamsted side, Rugby played with a serious grit, keeping 
Berkhamstead on the back foot for the majority of the game. 
Sadly, however, the team lacked the confidence to turn this 
energy into an outright win, with the final whistle blowing on 
a 6-6 draw. Given Berkhamsted’s strength, this is a good score, 
although it would have been nice to beat them. 

Rugby started the penultimate match of the season, against 
Oundle, with the same determination to win with which they 
approached the match against Berkhamsted, but it was soon 
clear that Oundle were far superior, with a smart, modern style 
of play that Rugby had not really encountered before. In their 
push to win, Rugby lost their heads a little, meaning Oundle 
were able to increase the gap further to end the game with 
a 33-3 point win. Bruised a little by this loss, the team had to 
recover their confidence for the last match of the season against 
Rugby World’s ‘Team of the Month’, The Grammar School at 
Leeds. Each player poured his heart and soul into the game, 
working perfectly alongside his teammates to exploit every 
opportunity there was to win and keep possession. It was an 
incredible game, both to play and to watch, and Rugby fully 
deserved its 20-12 win. As Mr Brown said as the match ended, 
‘What a story!’ – and what a conclusion to the season! 

Alex Lawson May (M)

2ND XV
P9 W5 L4

The 2nd XV started the season with great optimism, half of the 
squad having been on the very successful rugby tour to Canada 
in the summer. Their confidence was knocked a little by a loss 
against Cheltenham (18-6) in the first game, but they quickly 
bounced back and the following weekend saw them fight hard 
against St Edward’s, Oxford, to secure a 14-10 win. A big pitch 
at Stamford suited Rugby’s pacey back line, and Rugby were 

RUGBY FOOTBALL dominating the game, when a potentially serious injury caused 
the match to move to a much smaller area, which allowed the big 
Stamford forwards to bring their team back into the game to bag 
a victory at 24-7. A narrow self-inflicted loss to Uppingham (31-
24) was followed by a fine away win at Haileybury, with the boys 
scoring try after try with some well-structured and well-executed 
plays to finish the game 49-0. The second half of term began 
with an easy victory against Trent (50-0) and the following week 
saw the boys battle manfully to win 17-15 away against a strong 
Abingdon. The final two matches of term were a comfortable 
home victory against Berkhamsted (42-7) and a narrow, and 
slightly controversial, loss to Oundle by a single score (13-8). 

The regular squad members played strongly throughout the 
season and, at their best, they played flowing rugby football 
with the forwards dominating in the set pieces and the backs 
always threatening to break away. A powerful tight five included 
Rory Hunter, Ed Gable, Ed Cattermole, Will Barlow, Freddie 
Rawicz-Szczerbo, Liam Spindler, Rory Farquharson and Michael 
Odunsi. The back row were athletic and always threatened 
to win a lot of ball at the breakdown. They included Rupert 
Fynn, Harry Phillipson, Luke McManus, Sam Hillcox and Henry 
Hudson. The half-backs, Rory Bennett and Freddie Evans, were 
effective in linking the play, although various injuries invited a 
couple of guest appearances at these positions, including Charlie 
Welch, whose own season was curtailed by injury. The rest of 
the backline always threatened to score tries, with Matt Gill 
and Ed Anton dominating the centre berths and the extremely 
dangerous back three of Alex Winter, Guy Jamieson and Tom 
Howell finishing a number of impressive moves. Mark Weaver 
came back strongly after an injury in Canada and he played 
impressively in a number of positions. Others who featured 
included Johnny Woodhead, James Cutter, Ben Wirth (whose 
broken collar bone prevented further involvement), Hugo Inglis, 
Will Nestius-Brown, Harry Rawicz-Szczerbo and Josh Awosika.

McManus captained the majority of games; Spindler was the most 
improved player; Gable was the unsung hero, and Harry Philipson 
was the player of the season. Jamieson was the top try scorer, and it 
is gratifying that this accolade was achieved by a winger. This was a 
very enjoyable team to coach and I enjoyed watching their games. 

NGH

3RD XV
P6 W1 D1 L3 A1

The 3rd XV achieved two real highs this season: a convincing 
win away at Oakham and to finish the season a memorable 
victory over Oundle at home. The only other win was against 
a weak Haileybury side. Captain Harry Rawicz-Szerbo led by 
example and the forwards worked as a team, but without ever 
consistently winning the quick second phase ball that would 
have allowed the backs to flourish. 

In the backs, Jack Fisher was a real competitor at scrum half and 
Henry Bradshaw a decent distributor in midfield. Josh Awosika 
and Will Nestius-Brown were quick and elusive wingers who 
really tore Oundle to shreds. 

HGSB 

4TH XV
P7 W4 L3

This was a winning season, although the team that begun the 
season with a convincing win against St Edwards, Oxford, in 

the first match of the season was very different from the one 
which narrowly lost to Oundle in the last. Apart from the second 
half of the Uppingham match, where the team rolled over and 
permitted the opposition to score 16 points without reply, the 
team as a whole was never outplayed, even if lackluster rucking 
did mean that a talented backline was never able to demonstrate 
their true worth. In the set pieces, the team more than 
competed. The best performance was against a strong Stamford 
side, whom we beat in the dying moments of the game by one 
score (12-10). Had we not failed to ‘get off the coach’ against 
Abingdon until the second half we would have notched up 
another victory instead of losing by a conversion (7-5). When 
facing weak opposition, the team took their chances and played 
to their full potential, and this was very pleasing to watch.

PTE 

5TH XV
P2 W1 L1
The season tally says it all – there was not enough appetite or 
commitment amongst the 5th XV to make this season one to 
remember. At the start of the season, there was lots of promise 
and plenty of players, but unfortunately, as is typical at this 
level, there were too many backs and not enough forwards 
and interest and numbers waned as the term went on. The win 
against Uppingham (36-26) and the defeat at home to Oundle 
(22-17) were the only fixtures that could be arranged, although 
both of them provided more than their share of memorable 
moments, although chief amongst them has to be the team 
being bagpiped onto the pitch through the gap in the Sheriff 
hedge as if it was some top representative side! 

JCE

U16A
P11 W6 L5

Following a promising pre-season’s trials and training, 
the U16As started things off well with strong wins against 
Cheltenham, Loughborough and Stamford and only a narrow 
(26-24) loss against St Edward’s, Oxford, who had beaten 
us by forty points the year before. The away match against 
Uppingham was difficult, with a forward pack hit by injuries 
both before and during the game, and Uppingham achieved 
a comprehensive victory at 22-3. Bruised but not broken, the 
team came back the following weekend to score a 28-17 win 
against Haileybury, whom we had also lost against last season. 
Tris Astley-Jones’ kicked an impressive four from four – and his 
kicking was to prove vital to the team’s success throughout the 
season. In the run up to half term, more and more players were 
hit by injuries and consequently the team struggled against 
a strong Oakham side to lose 49-3. With only four games in 
the second half of term, the team was determined to end the 
season on a high. The team played some great rugby against 
Trent to win 24-5. Victory was all the sweeter here because, 
once again, this was a side we had lost heavily against last 
year. A 50-0 loss to Abingdon was a shock but increased the 
team’s resolve for the final two games. A 22-19 win against 
Berkhamsted saw plenty of opportunities created and finished 
by both the forwards and the backs but the team were unable 
to capitalise on the confidence created here, with a well-drilled 
and skilful Oundle team notching up a 21-0 victory against us 
in the final game. 

Tom Beal (T)
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U16B
P11 W6 D1 L4

The U16Bs enjoyed an extraordinary season and played some 
excellent rugby football. The season started very well with 
just a single loss in the first half of term against Oakham. The 
team was devastated to lose this game: it was a tight contest 
right up until the final whistle (13-10). The second half of 
term proved to be much more difficult than the first and the 
team lost heavily to very physical Abingdon, Berkhamsted and 
Oundle sides. Very few boys managed to play in every single 
game (Ed Beard and Adam Jacob only) and most will remember 
how many injuries there were. Every boy performed to his full 
potential and the whole team should be looking to carry on 
with the sport next year. A special mention must go to the 
captain, Ed Beard. He led the team with admirable strength and 
skill and some of his tries were outstanding.

DCG

U16C
P6 W3 L3

The U16Cs had an eventful season this year, although the final 
tally sees a fairly even three games won to three games lost. 
Fine wins against Stamford (32-10), Uppingham (20-5) and 
Haileybury (50-10) in the first half of the term were all well-
deserved, with some really good performances from individual 
players as well as from the team as a whole. The second half 
of the term was a much tougher affair as very disciplined 
and physical teams from Abingdon and Berkamsted carried 
themselves to decisive victories (45-5 and 45-0 respectively). 
Winning or losing, the team always played their best to the 
final whistle, and they often played with real flair, moving the 
ball skilfully and inventively to keep possession. I hope the boys 
continue to enjoy the game next year when they move up into 
the senior sides. With their talent and commitment, I think they 
are going to be real assets there.

RBM

U15A
P12 W4 D1 L7

The U15As have had a pretty poor season overall. It was a good 
start, with enthusiastic pre-season training and a comfortable 
win against King Edward’s, Birmingham, but four consecutive 
defeats by fifty points each quickly turned things round and 
the team never really managed to get on form. Games in the 
Nat West Cup, aided by the addition to the team of the most 
talented U14 players, were the highlight of the season, but sadly 
a successful run here was halted when the team came up against 
Warwick School, probably the best side they faced all season. 

The team’s strength was certainly up front and scrummage 
was particularly powerful. The front row of Elliot Marshall, 
Sam Tuckwell and Sam Wright were always moving forward 
and dominating even our strongest opponents. When Alex 
McAlinden returned from injury he joined the back row, 
strengthening this area considerably and adding understanding 
of the game and greater physical commitment. Jacob Jaffa 
– direct, low and dynamic – was also a success in the back 
row. Alex Carter was always the most likely to make ground 
and his move from number 8 to centre helped enormously 
with defence. Captain Sam Saunders offered much in the 
midfield but the absence of Caspar Massey at fly half for most 
of the season limited our attacking options. George Mallinson 

developed well at scrum half and the back three of Jean Charles 
Agbo, Chauncey De Los Santos and Henry Anton all played well 
and brought very different strengths to the team. Other boys 
also made significant contributions, and with better fitness, 
better pace and more concentration in training I imagine they 
could help bring this team on a lot next season. 

TMW

U15B
P10 W2 D2 L6

A narrow loss to Cheltenham, a draw at St Edward’s, Oxford, 
and a tight victory over Stamford in the first three games set 
the scene for this rather mixed season for the U15Bs. As the 
season progressed, score lines widened, with strong wins for the 
team against Haileybury and Trent mixed with heavy defeats 
to Oakham, Uppingham and Abingdon. Injuries to established 
players allowed several new players to make an impression, 
particularly Max Bowen in the back row. The final matches, 
against Berkhamsted and Oundle, saw the return of some 
injured players but the opposition was strong and the team 
lost both games heavily (41-0 and 45-5 respectively). Captain 
Laurie Lewis was the stand-out player, with Hamish Maddocks 
and Matthew Bestwick in the second row also making a positive 
impression. Whilst this season might not be remembered for 
the standard of the rugby football played, the boys certainly 
enjoyed their comradely attitude towards each other and 
I imagine that, together, they could use that energy to be 
become quite a successful team next year.

BJW

U15C
P8 W3 L5

This season has been a bit of a mixed bag for the U15Cs. 
Overall, they won three games and lost five, scoring 122 points 
and conceding 235, but I do not believe that the season should 
be measured on these facts alone but on the very positive 
attitude shown by the players and this is nowhere more evident 
than in the match against Oundle where, fifty points down deep 
in the second half and given the opportunity by the referee to 
concede the game they decided to play on, not understanding 
why they would want to stop – that is real sportsmanship. By a 
similar token, at the start of the season, some of the boys came 
to me feeling disheartened that they were in the C team and 
feeling like training was just a chore. By the end of the season 
those same boys were a tightly-knit part of the team who had 
rediscovered their love of rugby and who wanted to train to 
learn and to put what they had learned into practice. Attitude, 
commitment and enjoyment are the real measure of a successful 
season – and this team has those things in spades. 

DJT

U15D
P3 W1 L2

As I cast our minds back to the start of the season, I remember 
the optimism and enthusiasm amongst the U15Ds for the 
season ahead. The first fixture was not until the second week 
so there was plenty of time to shake off the cobwebs and train 
together, which the team did to then score a decisive 49-19 
victory in the match. It was over a month until any following 
fixtures but the team continued to train hard and to work 
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to improve their skills, although perhaps the gap between 
fixtures was too great for the team to retain their early success, 
with the team coming out of their encounters at Abingdon 
and Berkhamsted with 50-0 losses. Throughout the season, I 
reckon each boy in the team learned a lot about himself and 
the importance of keeping going even when things are tough – 
never quit, D team, never give in. 

JLH

U14A
P12 W12

The U14A had a wonderful unbeaten season, scoring a 
total of 558 points and conceding just 31. The early wins 
were characterised by natural athleticism in key positions 
combined with excellent offloading to keep play flowing, but 
understandably lacked the structure and depth that would 
be required to beat the best teams. Structure and depth were 
learned in training, where the squad worked hard and with 
enthusiasm to improve their skills and to build a positive team 
spirit. The team were very good at putting their training into 
practice and game play improved as a result as the season went 
on; it was especially pleasing to see tries beginning to be scored 
from multiple phases of possession with lots of the team involved 
rather than just from individual talent. The season concluded 
with an excellent 57-0 victory over Solihull on the Close – an 
exhilarating and memorable experience for all the players! Arun 
Mehta captained the side with maturity and led by example in 
every match. Prolific scorers included Alex Jackson, Noah Martle 
and Freddie Whitelaw, who all reached double figures for tries 
scored, but it was particularly pleasing that seventeen different 
players scored a try over the course of the season. Player of the 
season was awarded to Jackson for his consistent high levels of 
performance both in attack and defence. 

There is no doubt that this is a talented team who have the 
ability to achieve a great deal in future seasons. Key areas they 
should look to improve next season are the scrum and their 
one-on-one tackling. I look forward to following this team’s 
progress in the future. 

GCEJ 

U14B
P12 W12

The opening match of the season saw the U14Bs win comfortably 
against Wellingborough (42-5). A succession of high-scoring 
games followed before half term, with the team winning each 
time against St Edward’s, Oxford (39-5 and 37-0), Loughborough 
Grammar School (38-21), Bedford Modern (50-0), Haileybury 
(50-0) and Oakham (35-0). Good rucking and organisation in the 
forwards combined with free-flowing backs play enabled Rugby 
to dominate matches without too much effort. 
 
After half term, the team faced a well-drilled Abingdon side 
away, with the forwards working particularly hard to secure a 
Rugby victory at 17-7. The following week saw Rugby host a 
return fixture against a greatly improved Oakham side. Both 
teams were physically strong and the standard of tackling was 
outstanding. Rugby scored a try in the closing stages of the 
game which eventually put the contest out of the reach of the 
opposition; the score at full time was 22-10. The penultimate 
game of the season saw the team play away at Berkhamsted. 
The long journey was potentially a disadvantage however the 

team started positively and a number of converted tries drew 
the final score up to 22-14. 

The last match of the season was a definite highlight for all 
involved. The home fixture against Solihull was played on the 
Close and the team delivered a fantastic performance. Great 
teamwork and individual skill were on display, with much of the 
hard work in training really paying off. The final score was 63-0 
to Rugby. 

TER 

U14C
P9 W7 L2

The U14Cs had an excellent season this year, winning seven of 
their nine fixtures. An early victory against St Edward’s, Oxford, 
helped settle the team’s nerves and brought the boys closer 
together, and no doubt the momentum from this game had 
a positive impact on the rest of the season. One of the most 
enjoyable games of the season – but certainly also the toughest 
– came towards the end of term when the team played 
Berkhamsted away. Although the game ended in a 37-29 loss to 
Rugby, the team’s positive energy and their commitment in the 
second half especially was outstanding. Overall, this has been a 
fantastic season for the team and each boy can look forward to 
next year’s season with lots of confidence. 

OG

U14Ds
P3 W1 L2

Clearly Rugby schoolboys are made of tougher stuff than are 
schoolboys at other schools, even amongst the U14Ds. Illness 
and injury in the opposition sides this season practically wiped 
out their D teams, meaning Rugby’s Ds got to play only three 
of their calendared seven fixtures. The season got off to a good 
start with an impressive 46-0 victory away against St Edward’s, 
Oxford. Ollie Branston and Alexey Rovner in particular proved 
their mettle here as they charged in for every tackle they 
could make, and a well-held back line helped create plenty 
of opportunities at the breakdown. But long spells without 
competition blunted the team’s sharp edge and they lost their 
other two games against Abingdon and Berkhamsted 38-0 
and 34-10 respectively. This was a good team of talented and 
interested players and I feel sorry for them that they just never 
really got the opportunity to show what they could do. All of 
them deserve a lot of credit for their efforts (especially those 
who had never played the sport before) and for their patience 
across the season. Will Jacklin deserves singular credit: I have 
never known a boy who is more committed in training, more 
determined in matches or more modest. 

RJS

1ST XI
P10 W1 D2 L7 
This season has been a generally very disappointing season, 
with more losses overall than wins, although in lots of games 
the final score line did not reflect the actual quality of the 
hockey we played. 

The season started with a great 2-0 win against Bedford, which 
saw the team playing some excellent hockey. Spirits were high 
as we approached the next game, against Bromsgrove, but the 
team could not repeat a win, and defeat here caused a bit of a 
downward spiral, with losses in the following weeks to Trent, 
Uppingham and Stowe. The team was feeling quite down about 
this but battled on in the final match before half term, against 
Cheltenham, which ended in a tightly contested 4-4 draw. 

The first match after half term was against Repton. Repton won 
but the standard of game play by both sides was very high. We 
were lucky to have Annie Adams as our goalie, who made some 
incredible saves. Our best performance of the season was probably 
against Oakham. We played a high standard of hockey, passing 
the ball consistently between us and showing how successfully we 
could work as a team. We were proud of our efforts in this game 
despite Oakham’s win. Spirits stayed high as the season came to 
an end and we gave our every effort in the very last match, against 
Bloxham, whom we were able to hold at a 3-3 draw. 

The obvious choice for coach’s player of the season was Milly 
Richards. She captained the team well, leading by example with her 
impressive defensive skills and holding the defensive line together a 
critical moments. Laura Bruce also showed impressive skills as right 
half, making fantastic tackles and rocketing the ball down the right 
whenever the opposition attack got too close for comfort. Laura 
was also faultless at always telling everyone else how well they had 
played, and always with a massive smile on her face. She was very 
deservedly voted players’ player of the season. Aurelia Marcus – a 
new addition to the team and the School – contributed to the 
comedic side of the team with her ability somehow to fall over 
at every given moment. Despite this, she was also able to outrun 
any defender to create lots of opportunities for goals. She rightly 
won the most improved player of the season, a title she shared 
with Yasmin Walilay who also made a huge amount of progress 
over the course of the term, where her tackling, marking and ball 
distribution were amongst the best in the whole team. 

Kate Broad (B)

2ND XI
P10 W3 L7

The 2nd XI started the season tremendously well with wins 
in the first three matches against Bedford, Bromsgrove and 
Trent. Despite this good start, a number of losses against some 
talented teams resulted in a loss of confidence towards the 
middle of the season. Nonetheless, holding a strong Repton 
side to 1-0 for the majority of a match was a real testament to 
how well the team could perform against tough opposition. 
The girls worked really well as a team and I was impressed with 
their endless enthusiasm in training – even when the session 
was just fitness! Lauren Veasey was appointed captain for the 
season and she was also awarded the title of players’ player. 
Millie Byrne was voted the most improved player. Ocky Spray 
was the coach’s player of the season. 

EAT

3RD XI
P9 W4 D2 L3

The 3rd XI biggest win this season was an 8-0 victory over 
Bromsgrove at the start of the term, but the highlight of the 
season was definitely the nail-biting game against Repton, 
where the team fought back from 2-0 down early in the game 
to a 4-3 lead a few minutes before the end. Unfortunately, 
Repton scored in the last minute of the game to bring the score 
to 4-4, but the girls should be commended on their skill, hard 
work and tenacity in this game – Repton are tough opposition. 
For her excellent defending and the progress she made 
throughout the season, India Jackson was awarded the title of 
most improved player. Phoebe Swiderska was a vital player at 
centre forward for the whole season, scoring many goals. She 
rightly won the award for players’ player of the season. Another 
key player was Rosie Shone, who won the award for coach’s 
player of the season. Issy Mansell was an excellent captain. 
I would like to praise all the girls for their commitment and 
enthusiasm throughout the term. 

GLD

4TH XI
P7 W2 D2 L3

Writing as a coach, the best seasons are not always the ones 
in which you win everything. Equally, the best teams are not 
necessarily the ones that contain all the stars but ones where 
the players make excellent progress over the season. After a 
poor run of results at the start of the term and conceding a 
few last minute goals, the 4th XI went the final four games 
unbeaten and played some excellent hockey – very much 
the result of their hard work in training. Every session saw 
the highest levels of commitment, much appreciated by the 
external coaches and much envied by other members of staff. 
This spirit was epitomised by the captain, Giulia Landi, who 
even when injured took an active part in galvanising the team. 
Player of the season was Scout Astley Jones: threatening going 
forward and solid in defence, she played every minute of  
every game. 

PJB and SHDS

5TH XI
P5 W4 L1

The 5th XI had a great season. After defeat in the first match 
of the season the team did look back and they won each of 
their subsequent fixtures comfortably. The girls trained hard 
each week, and it was a pleasure to coach them because of 
their high spirits, great sense of teamwork and good humour, 
even when the weather was bad! All the girls played their part 
in the team, with Amelia St Clair Roberts finishing as top goal 
scorer and coach’s player of the season. Lydia Kember, despite 
never having played in goal before, was superb and was 
deservedly crowned the most improved player of the season. 
Lottie Simpson played at right wing where she was able to 
run through defence to put many crosses into the D for the 
attackers to score. Lottie was nominated player’s player of  
the season.

RJF

GIRLS’ HOCKEY



90  |  Meteor 2015  |  www.rugbyschool.co.uk

6TH XI
P4 D1 L3

A marked feature of this year’s 6th XI was the fluidity of the 
starting line-up. It was an early sign of the core strength of 
the squad that players such as Fiona Robertson and Hannah 
McLaughlin were quickly promoted up to higher teams after 
impressive individual performances in the first match. In the 
same way, a number of girls were selected to form the bedrock 
of the 7ths. All this made for a dynamic and cheerful 6th XI 
with a few girls remaining at the core. Regular players included 
Emma Hanson (players’ player of the Season), Christina Smith, 
Kitty Munnings (most improved player), Molly Hammond, Alice 
Parker (coach’s player of the season), Sydney Anton, Fia Carr 
and Olivia Annan. Strong cameo appearances from the likes of 
Isi Ukponzene, Jess Barnfield, Maria Deery, Roisin Goodall and 
Alicia Myers also helped to flesh out the squad. As the season 
progressed the team witnessed significant improvements in the 
score-lines, despite failing to win a fixture.

TDG

7TH XI
P3 D2 L1

The 7th XI, consisting of a mixture of XX, LXX and D block girls, 
played a total of three matches this season. They lost the first 
one to a skilful Kimbolton side but drew the subsequent two 
against Uppingham and then Oundle. Many of the girls had not 
played hockey before and so they should be congratulated on 
their willingness to learn both skills and tactics; and, as a whole, 
the team made a lot of progress as the season went on. The 
team was ably led by captains Liza Karsanidi and Lara Modiano. 
I wish these two girls – and the other XX players – good luck as 
they move on to university and I look forward to next year and 
further progress with the girls who are staying!

LJG

U16A
P8 W2 D1 L5

The final tally of results here really does not reflect the progress 
made by the U16As this season. The whole team trained hard 
each week and became better hockey players, both as a team 
and individually. It was a tough season, but there were two 
main highlights: a fine victory over Oakham and an excellent 
performance against National Champions Repton, where the 
girls were only 1-0 down with three minutes to go before finally 
losing the game 3-0. Both of these matches typified the girls’ 
tremendous work rate and determination to battle for every ball. 
The greatest compliment paid to the girls was by one of the 
external professional coaches, who told them that they were the 
best passing side in the School. Bee Richards was named player 
of the season for her excellent attitude, standard of play and 
willingness to play in a number of positions. Top goal scorer was 
Maia Bouchier and most improved player was Amelia Stoddart. 

PKB

U16B
P10 W6 D1 L3

The U16Bs had a very successful season, ending the term 
undefeated in seven out of ten games and scoring a total of 
19 goals. Matches were well contested and the team’s fighting 

spirit was always clearly evident, even against tough opposition. 
The girls were fiercely loyal to each other and the team and 
even in defeat (and some the defeats were spectacular!) their 
heads were always held high. Captain Luella Inglis was a model 
of hard work and tireless endeavour for the whole team. Awards 
were given at the end of the season to Anna Gibson (most 
improved player), Harriet Bibby (coach’s player) and Rosie 
Barnes (players’ player). Long may the girls continue to play 
hockey and enjoy similar success in senior teams!

RJL

U15A
P10 W9 L1

The U15As started the season with high levels of confidence 
after their impressive fourth place finish in the National Schools’ 
Competition at U14 level. What sets this team apart from 
many others is that their high skill level is not the preserve of 
only a few members: it is rare to see such depth and breadth 
of talent as is evident amongst these girls. At the start of the 
season, girl for girl, this team was definitely individually more 
skilful than their opposite numbers; the challenge over the 
course of the season was merging those individual talents into 
effective team play. At the end of a season in which they have 
only lost one match it is clear that this challenge was met and 
that these girls have become a team who play for one another. 
Moving forwards, it would be wrong for the team to think 
that they have now achieved everything possible: winning 
comes naturally to them but their focus must be on becoming 
a successful 1st XI and to improve on their previous fourth 
place finish when it comes to the U18 National Competition. 
Ironically, the best hockey the team played this season came 
in the only match they lost, against Repton. In a team so full 
of talent it would be wrong to single anyone out for particular 
praise. Suffice to say, then, that this team has been a pleasure 
to coach and I look forward to watching their progress through 
the School. 

KH

U15B
P10 W9 L1

The U15Bs had an excellent season with only one loss in 
ten matches. The season saw strong performances from all 
the girls, with Hannah Bruneau, Anastasia de Clermont, Izzy 
Perry, Flossie Rosser, Ao Sesame, Marina Symington and Mimi 
Tennant all being picked as player of the match at one point 
or another. The team’s strength lay in the different skills of the 
players, with lots of goals from Molly Skan, good running play 
from Hermione Chadwick, and Jenny Haslam and Lulu James 
providing excellent defence to the ever-alert Amelia Bucknall 
in goal. With a large squad, the team benefited from a strong 
bench and the likes of Millie Beere and Hannah Sainty were 
always on hand to surprise with steady skills. Similarly, Izzy Cara 
and Emily Green always demonstrated new talents whenever 
they played. All in all, this was a great season for the team and 
one which presages lots of good things for the future.

MWG

U15C
P8 W5 D1 L2

The U15Cs have had a super season and I have really enjoyed 

 U14B v Repton
 Page XX

 U14A v Repton
 Page XX

 U14B v Bedford
 Page XX

 U14A v Bromsgrove 
 Page XX

   
 XI v Cheltenham 
 Page XX



92  |  Meteor 2015  |  www.rugbyschool.co.uk www.rugbyschool.co.uk  |  Meteor 2015  |  93

coaching them - albeit a number of them are quite loud! 
Although the girls often found training sessions a bit of a chore, 
they always pulled things out of the bag in matches, and the 
final tally of wins is impressive. Livvy Greenwood deserves 
particular praise here as top goal scorer. The title of players’ 
player went to Georgia Geary. Coach’s player was Isobel Bruce 
and most improved player was Rhian Kerslake. 

MEB 

U15D
P5 W2 L3

Although the season was bookended by defeats to the same 
Oundle team, the diminished gap in the final score line and the 
quality of the girls’ play in their last game demonstrated the 
progress they has made over the course of the season. Initially, 
the team was very tentative in play but strong captaincy 
from Ginny Gough and consistent, reliable performances and 
goal-scoring from Anna Robinson and Ellie Shepherd helped 
the team gain confidence, and a season highlight was a 6-0 
win over Uppingham. Elena Cumming, Alex Venters and Eliza 
Williams deserve a mention for the individual progress that 
they made. The defence played well all season, with Anna 
Movshevich having an excellent first season in goal. The U15Ds 
were dedicated to the game, both in training and in matches, 
and they should be proud of their achievements.

JLR

U14A
P10 W2 D4 L4

The U14As spent the first few weeks of the season getting to 
know each other and learning how to play together as a team. 
As the season went on, they improved dramatically, both as a 
team and individually as players. The whole team particularly 
enjoyed the U14 Warwickshire Schools Cup. After a weak start 
in first round, they managed to achieve second place, qualifying 
for the next round, which was hosted here at Rugby. In the 
second round, the team has another difficult start and then 
lost to their main opponent, Uppingham. Unfazed, the team 
went on to play some excellent hockey and won their last two 
matches 5-0 and 6-0. Unfortunately, however, the team missed 
out on qualification to the third round by three goals. The last 
match of the season against Bloxham was the team’s best: 
all the girls applied the skills they had learned to create some 
excellent defence and attack; a final short corner in this game 
led to a 3-2 victory. 

SLH

U14B
P6 W4 D1 L1

The U14Bs started the season well with a 6-0 win against 
Bedford, a 5-1 win against Bromsgrove and 4-0 win against 
Trent. The team worked really well together in these games, 
and Ellie Brockbank, Izzy Hobbs and Ava McNeil scored 
some great goals. Holly Duke gave a brilliant performance as 
goal keeper throughout the season, conceding just twelve 
goals compared to the 34 goals scored by the team. With 
three matches to go, the team were unbeaten as they faced 
Oakham. This was definitely the toughest match of the season 
and the girls trailed by a goal at half time. Undeterred, the 
team dug deep and pulled through to win the game 4-3. 

The Oundle fixture was always going to be tough and the 
opposition really tested the team’s defence (Georgia Burgess 
and Emma Wheatland) but unfortunately they lost 4-1. The last 
match, against Bloxham, showed just how much the girls had 
improved over the season: some outstanding play from Mimi 
Cleverly and the team as a whole held Bloxham to a 3-3 draw. 

CL

U14C
P10 W7 L3

The U14Cs enjoyed a fantastic first season of hockey at Rugby 
School. The season got off to a tough start with fixtures against 
Wrekin’s 14A and Shrewsbury’s 14A squads. It was, however, 
evident from the start that it was going to be a successful 
season for this team: rather than be demoralised by their 
tougher opposition, the team gritted their teeth and tried 
their very hardest. In every match the girls played against their 
equivalent team, they were victorious. Some of the highlights 
include beating Repton 7-0, Oakham 6-0 and Stowe 8-1. All the 
girls had a fantastic work ethic in training and a commendable 
competitive spirit in matches but special mention must go 
to Artemis Denton – voted the most improved player of the 
season – for her brilliant work as goalkeeper. Captain Issy Fowler 
– players’ player of the season – held the team together as 
centre half. Elisa Pool’s enthusiasm never faltered throughout 
the season; she was awarded the title of coach’s player of the 
season. The U14Cs were an absolute delight to coach and 
I would like to wish them every success as they progress up 
through the School. 

SST

U14D
P5 W3 D1 L1

The U14D team had a good season. They played well as a 
team, winning all but two games. There was a draw against 
Uppingham and they lost one match against Oundle. From the 
outset, the team demonstrated that they had the capacity to do 
well. In nearly every game they scored and it was clear that they 
were making lots of progress between matches. Aya Mekushina, 
Sophie Norton and Ella Price were regular goal scorers and in 
one match the team scored five goals against their opponents. 
The midfield and defence could always be relied upon to 
respond quickly to the threat of an attack. Both Mahiro Tanaka 
and Joy Yu (captain) were very effective in midfield: they were 
quick and delivered powerful passes. In addition, goal keeper 
Catriona Ng showed excellent skill when under pressure; she 
only let in three goals during the entire season. The last fixture 
against Oundle was challenging. Despite several attempts to 
score and more possession in the second half of the match, 
the team were unable to break Oundle’s lead. The girls played 
well but they lost the last match of the season with the game 
finishing 2-0. 

MHP 

U14E
P4 W2 L2

The U14Es had a mini series against Oundle, playing four games 
in total. They lost the first two games but worked very hard 
over the course of the rest of the season to win the last two 
games, 1-0 and 5-1 respectively. The last game was particularly 

tough: the team had to hold Oundle to one or no goals and all 
the team worked very hard to achieve this. The title of player 
of the season was awarded to Macy Aicardi. The title of most 
improved player was awarded to Claudia Wear. The coach’s 
player was Freya Fuchs.

VW

“We played a high standard of hockey, 
passing the ball consistently between 

us and showing how successfully  
we could work as a team.”

Girls’ Hockey, 1st XI

1ST XI PRE-SEASON TOUR

During the Lent half term, the 1st XI squad travelled to Holland 
to play against some of the toughest opposition around. Spirits 
were high and the boys trained and played well, surprising 
themselves with how well they did. All the squad appreciated 
the opportunity the tour provided to improve skills and prepare 
for the upcoming season. 

Our first match was against Alliance Hockey Club, where we 
were given a display of what the Dutch were capable of in a 7-1 
defeat, despite our early lead from Johnny Woodhead’s strike. 
Our second match was against possibly the biggest hockey club 
in the world, Rotterdam. We pressed well in the first period, 
which led to a number of chances to score but we were just 
unable to find the net. A momentary loss of concentration at 
the back allowed a Rotterdam forward to glide through onto 
goal and power a hard shot into the corner past an outstretched 
Matt Taylor. It took until fifteen minutes into the second half 
before we made a return breakthrough with a testing ball across 
goal by Ed Wiltshire meeting the sweeping stick of Sam Green-
Armytage to level the score. We played some good passing 
hockey and in the last minute were able to bag victory with 
James Cutter’s slot between the oncoming keeper’s legs. The 
win against Rotterdam gave us a lot of confidence as we went 
to play Amsterdam Hockey Club. Our match here was delayed 
as the men’s 1st XI played on the pitch but this was a blessing as 
we got to watch the men playing – it was a privilege to watch 
such an intense training session with so many international 
players. During the early exchanges of our own match the skilful 
Amsterdam midfield dictated play, putting their forwards into 
space and creating chances. A string of penalty corners followed 

but our defence held strong and Taylor proved his worth as 
stand-in goalkeeper with some acrobatic saves, not least his dive 
down to the right post to deflect a powerful drag flick. Moments 
into the second half, inspiration play from one of the Dutch 
midfielders knocked us 1-0 but we regrouped and put together 
some more flowing hockey before the chance came for Rory 
Bennett to strike from the top right edge of the D low into the 
far corner. It was the breakthrough we needed to get a firmer 
grip on the game and it did not take Wiltshire long after that 
to score another goal. With five minutes to go, Bennett struck 
again with a reverse stick shot into the roof of the net as the 
keeper stood motionless to secure the win. 

This was a great tour and one where Rugby was able to 
demonstrate just how well we can play against some very tough 
opposition. 

Rory Bennett (SF)

1ST XI
P10 W5 L5 

The 1st XI started the season with a pleasing 3-0 win over 
Princethorpe – a presage of good things to come. The following 
week, the team played Oundle. Down 2-0 at half time, the team 
fought back with goals from Wills Hatton and Ed Wiltshire to bring 
the score to 2-2. A late goal from the opposition ended the match 
3-2 in their favour but Rugby can certainly be very proud of the 
way they played. The first cup match saw Rugby drawn against 
a strong Dean Close side. Having been 2-0 and then 3-2 up, the 
match ended in a frenetic 3-3 draw that went to penalty strokes 

BOYS’ HOCKEY
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which Rugby lost 4-5, sending them into the plate competition. 
In the next match, against Bromsgrove, the team 2-1 in the first 
half but stepped up to win 3-2 with a great last minute finish on 
the back post from Freddie Evans. The team had a frustrating 
match away at Bedford, where they were unable to capitalise on 
the flowing passing skills that had been so successful in previous 
matches, losing the match 4-3. The next day, the team competed 
in the plate away at Cheltenham. After a good social the night 
before, the boys started the match with surprising alertness, 
scoring 1-0 at the end of the first half. Rugby consolidated this 
strong performance with some of their best hockey so far, with 
incisive passes across the whole pitch and especially from the 
centre back pairing of Harry Phillipson and Jack Rosser. This match 
ended in a 3-0 win to Rugby. Against Warwick, a lacklustre start 
turned into an intense harassing of Warwick’s every touch of the 
ball. The increased pressure lead to a goal each from Hatton and 
Wiltshire to seal the game as a 2-1 victory. 

After a successful tour to Holland at half term the XI were 
looking to carry forward some momentum into their next plate 
match against King’s School, Bruton. Rugby posed many early 
threats to the opposition’s goal but none of them ended up 
being converted. A goal down early in the second half, Rugby 
tried to fight back and almost did in the dying seconds of the 
game with the ball hitting the backboard milliseconds after 
the umpire’s whistle had gone – it was a disappointing and 
controversial end to Rugby’s pursuit of the plate. The team 
bounced back in their next fixture against Trent, winning 3-2, 
which gave them lots of confidence as they faced undoubtedly 
their toughest competition, Repton. Some great hockey against 
a strong Repton side, saw the team at a 1-1 draw halfway 
through the second half before they eventually succumbed to a 
5-1 defeat. The final fixture of the season was against Oakham. 
A very evenly matched first half ended 0-0 but the second 
half saw the team unable to penetrate Oakham’s D with any 
conviction and, after some well-placed drag flicks from the 
opposition, the game ended in a 3-0 loss to Rugby. 

George Innes (SH)

2ND XI
P7 W3 L4

The 2nd XI joined the rest of the senior teams in a tough 
start to the season. All 3 teams lost to rivals Oundle with the 
2nd XI going down 6-1. However, this poor form was quickly 
turned around with some hard work in training sessions the 
2nd team came out with a credible 5-3 win over Bromsgrove. 
The rest of the season was up and down with lots of player 
movements between teams and some key players out to injury. 
The 2nd XI managed to salvage 3 wins from 7 in the season, 
an improvement from last year but still with a lot of room to do 
better in the coming year.

3RD XI
P5 W2 L3

The 3rd XI got off to a shaky start to the season with limited 
numbers and a very inexperienced goalkeeper. They followed 
suit in their first match and narrowly fell to rivals Oundle by 
3 goals to 2. The 3rdXI had a fantastic attitude to training 
and admirable work rate on the pitch which resulted in some 
players moving up to represent the 2nd XI. The core of the 
squad maintained decent form and went on to get 2 more wins 
against Trent and Oakham.

Dani Black

U16A
P9 W2 D1 L6

This was a very mixed season for the U16As, with final scores 
ranging from a 6-3 win over Cheltenham to an 11-1 loss against 
Uppingham. The season started off with an unlucky 1-0 loss to 
Oundle. Rugby controlled this game from the beginning but 
unfortunately conceded a goal late in the second half and were 
unable to equalise. An admirable 2-2 draw against Bromsgrove 
followed but, as with the Oundle game, Rugby really should 
have put this match to bed before half time. Although a little 
despondent, the team kept training hard and playing with passion 
in matches. Will Manners was the engine in midfield, attacking 
and defending with energy and skill. Fraser Ralston and Rory 
Pond added some flair to the attack, and Ed Robinson and Charlie 
Mourant were very competent at the back, dealing effectively 
with many waves of attack. Rob Geary grew in confidence as the 
season progressed, making numerous impressive saves. The boys 
came alive at the Bradfield National Sixes Competition, where they 
beat Oundle 3-2, with a hat-trick from Jonnie Fagan securing them 
a position in the plate competition. Another good performance 
saw Rugby beat Cheltenham 6-3 to progress on to the semi-finals 
but, sadly, that is where the journey ended. The team finished the 
season with a good performance against Oakham, despite the 
score line (6-1) suggesting differently. Overall, it was a positive 
season in terms of learning and skill development, and hopefully 
these things will show in next year’s season. 

Jonnie Fagan (SH)

U16B
P5 W1 L4

The U16Bs quickly forged an excellent team spirit and fought 
hard to develop the defensive and attacking skills required to 
create effective hockey. Blessed with an outstanding keeper 
(Brett Edmondson) and a formidable central defender (Hugo 
Johnson-Hill) the team learned to play to their strengths after a 
close 4-2 defeat against Oundle in their first competitive match. 
A number of tough fixtures (Bedford, Repton and Oakham) 
elicited proud defensive displays, and the team generally 
provided excellent experience for a number of players seeking 
a spot in the A team. A close victory over Trent College (1-0) 
marked the highlight of the term. Competition for player of 
the season was intense. Will Leng played to a high standard 
across the whole season, whilst Freddie Walker and Christopher 
Grandage ran hard in every match. Ultimately the accolade went 
to James Olliver for providing an intimidating attacking edge.

TGD

U15A
P6 W1 D1 L4

The U15As played six matches in what proved to be a very tough 
fixture list. They were able to put up some strong performances 
in each match, with notable successes being a 1-1 draw at 
Oundle and a 3-0 win over Bedford. The opposition was too stiff 
for the team to secure any more victories, but the boys should 
be commended for their determination and effort, particularly 
against Repton whom they were able to hold at 1-0 for much of 
the match until injuries weakened the back four. There is plenty of 
potential in this team and, if they can keep their structure better 
and soak up pressure more next season, they should be able to 
make lots of progress as they move into the U16s. 

KH

BOYS’ HOCKEY IMAGES?
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U15B
P8 W2 D1 L5

This term was notable principally for the grit and determination 
shown by all members of the team, often in the face of strong 
opposition. After a tough loss at the hands of Oundle in the first 
match, the team bounced back with impressive victories against 
Bedford (1-0) and Warwick (7-0). Central to these performances 
was Robert Arthur, whose powerful shooting resulted in three 
goals. In defence, Alex McAlinden inspired other players 
with his readiness to make tackles and look for potential 
counterattacks. Arkadiy Baskaev also showed an impressive 
ability to dribble powerfully through multiple opponents. Such 
performances culminated in an impressive final match against 
Oakham, in which Max Gamburg showed his quality with two 
deft finishes in a hard fought 3-3 draw.

WSR

U15C
P4 L4

The U15Cs were a model of consistency, racking up an aggregate 
score across four games of 24-0 against, conceding 5, 6, 7 and 
6 goals respectively. The immaculacy of the goals for column 
came about due to what might fairly be called a lack of ‘killer 
instinct’. This absence of ruthlessness was, however, mirrored by 
an incredible level of grace in defeat, and while the standard of 
hockey may not have been high, the calibre of personality on 
show in the U15Cs cannot be called into question.

SD

U14A
P7 W2 D1 L4

The season tally here does not do justice to the strength of this 
year’s U14As or record the narrowness of some of their losses, 
such as the admirable 2-0 defeat to Repton away and the 3-2 
loss against a strong Bromsgrove side. The team did extremely 
well to bounce back from their defeats, remaining optimistic in 
training and playing with their very best effort in matches. The 
highlight of the season was the away match against Trent away, 
where the boys showed outstanding team work, discipline and 
resilience to win this game to win the game 5-2. This was a 
tough first season for the team but they have shown a lot of 
promise for the years ahead and I know that they are going to 
enjoy a lot of success in the future. 

DLB

U14B
P6 W4 D1 L1

The U14B team made a strong start to their first hockey season 
at the school. They came out with a huge 9-1 win against 
Oundle in their first game. It was soon recognised that the 
U14B coaches were possibly holding onto potential A team 
players. After quite a lot of player movement across teams the 
U14B was solidified and with some tough training sessions 
in the cold and rain they came out, arguably, stronger than 
before. The U14Bs went on to beat Bedford, Oakham and 
Repton and a nail biting draw against Bromsgrove.

Dani Black

U14C
P6 W3 D1 L2

The season began with a 7-0 drubbing of Oundle’s U15E 
team, with Jacob Drabble and Archie Powell dominating the 
midfield. Such success did not last, however, with a 0-2 loss 
against Bromsgrove, but a second half fight-back against an 
initially dominant Bedford side the following week saw the 
team redress the balance, ending the game with an impressive 
1-1 draw from Alex Pagendam’s crucial equaliser. A frustrating 
performance against Trent left the game goalless at half time, 
but the floodgates opened in the second half for a 4-0 victory to 
Rugby. This was unfortunately followed the next week by a well-
drilled Repton scoring three times from short corners without 
reply. Another dazzling second half display, orchestrated by Sam 
Stoddart and including a memorable team goal finished by Will 
Jacklin, ensured we finished the season with a positive record 
by beating Oakham 3-1. Some huge improvements were made 
throughout the season and I commend the boys for their efforts 
in training and matches – the only thing they need to learn now 
is to play in the first half as well in the second half!

AELT

U14D
P3 W1 D1 L1

Following cancellations from other schools, the U14Ds only 
ended up playing three fixtures. The first, against Bromsgrove, 
saw the team suffer a 3-0 loss, bit things quickly improved and 
the team’s next fixture saw them draw 1-1 against Bedford. 
The third match saw the team punch above their weight to win 
against Oundle’s U15D team 3-1. There are no special mentions 
as all the boys contributed a huge amount to the team and all 
of them made a lot of personal progress. For myself, it has been 
a very enjoyable season working with these boys and I wish 
them all the best in their future sporting endeavours as they 
move up through the School. 

DJT

U14E
P5 W5

Traditionally, the U14Es are always dubbed ‘The Mavericks’ and 
I reckon this year’s team deserve that title as much as any of 
their predecessors: how else do you describe a group of boys 
who spend most of each training session holding their hockey 
sticks like bazookas and shooting each other or who decide 
their best tactic for matches is for everyone to play striker at 
once even when the ball is at the other end of the pitch? But 
however unorthodox their methods, there can be no doubting 
the team’s success, with five wins out of five and a total of 18 
points for to three against – and when three of their matches 
were against U15 teams as well. Particular praise has to go 
to James Biles, Patrick Clifford and Julian Fung, who probably 
added most to each match, and to Babacar Ndoye, who 
graciously played for the opposition more often than he got to 
play for his own side. Tito Thomas provided a minute-by-minute 
commentary on each match, complete with interviews with the 
players. Leopoldo D’Elia Roncé generally provided a minute-
by-minute commentary on how cold it was but probably also 
made most individual progress. 

RJS

1ST XI
P12 W8 D2 L2

Goals For 33
Goals against 16

After the great success of an unbeaten season and winning the 
independent schools LB cup the previous year, this was always 
going to be a hard act to follow. However, with a number of 
the previous year’s 1st XI and a strong senior squad pushing 
for places, the XI played some attractive Soccer and acquitted 
themselves well during the 2015 season. Only two losses in 
12 fixtures, both against the same side; Berkhamsted was an 
admirable achievement. The more impressive results include a 
brilliant late comeback against Radley, as well as winning 7-1 
away at Loughborough in the quarter final of the LB cup.

The team had the nucleus of last year’s unbeaten cup-winning 
team and was well led by Tom Howell, ably assisted by Charlie 
Welch, Ed Anton, Michael Odunsi, Josh Awosika, Felix Tubbs and 
the goal scoring ability of Joe Miller, whose five goals in the quarter 
final against Loughborough was a new Independent Schools 
Cup record. The new arrivals to the squad helped maintain a 
solid backbone crucial in a successful team, with Myles Mckay 
in goal, Agnel Agbo who defended consistently well throughout 
the season alongside Henry Bradshaw, who showed the ability 
to attack as well as defend. Sam Pougatch played an increasingly 
important role in the midfield, while Joe Phillips and Vova 
Semenyakaa both chipped in with valuable goals in key games. 

After a solid showing in preseason, Rugby’s season got off to 
an inauspicious start away at Berkhamsted. A good finish from 
Jack Gibbs got Rugby off to a flyer but a lack of cohesion meant 
the opposition scored four well taken goals, the final score. But 
this fixture provided us with a good foundation for the season 
ahead. Next up was the first match of the Independent schools 
LB Cup, with Rugby looking to retain the trophy. It was an 
even game with chances for both sides, until twenty minutes 
from time Ed Anton’s accurate turn and shot beat the keeper. 
Rugby’s defence held under pressure with keeper Myles Mckay 
diving low to deny Oakham an equaliser from the penalty spot. 
A good win but it was clear we were going to have to be more 
clinical in future matches. Next up was Radley at home and 
a lack of focus resulted in an early goal for Radley. However, 
Rugby turned up the pressure and got their reward late on in 
the second half with well-timed goals from Vova Semenyaka, 
Sam Pougatch and Joe Miller handing Rugby a well-deserved 
3-1 victory and showing the benefits of perseverance. Looking 
to continue the winning run, Rugby took on Oundle at home. 
Although Rugby had the upper hand, it took a long time coming 
for us to take advantage. But Anton and Pougatch made sure 
Rugby took the three points as well as a clean sheet. We then 
welcomed a strong Wellingborough side, wanting to extend our 
winning run to four games. Two set-plays gave Rugby a two goal 
lead, Michael Odunsi and skipper Tom Howell finding the net. 
But Wellingborough responded well and punished Rugby for 
switching off, equalising late on, resulting a draw and teaching 
Rugby a valuable lesson about keeping our concentration. Rugby 
returned from the half term break with renewed vigour, and an 
early goal from Howell sent us on our way but the opposition 
Abingdon countered with 3 goals, putting Rugby at 3-1 down. 
An end to end game ensued and Rugby battled hard with further 
goals from Henry Bradshaw and Miller making sure Rugby didn’t 
leave empty handed, a fair result at 3 goals apiece. Fixtures came 
thick and fast and the boys headed to Loughborough Grammar 
looking to reach the semi-finals of the LB Cup. After a slow start, 

Rugby soon turned on the style and a masterclass in finishing 
from Joe Miller who scored five, as well as goals from Joe Phillips 
and Vova Semenyaka, gave Rugby a seven goal lead. Although 
Loughborough grabbed one back, it was Rugby who went home 
victorious, setting up a return match in the semi-final against 
Berkhamsted. After this confidence-boosting victory, Rugby went 
into the next game away at MCS Oxford buoyed by their good 
form. Rugby took control and Josh Awosika, Joe Miller and Tom 
Howell scored without reply going into the break. Complacency 
allowed MCS to score at the beginning of the second half but 
Howell struck again to guarantee another win. The semi-final 
against Berkhamsted was a different game was the first encounter 
in week one of the term. It was, however, effectively decided by 
a dubious penalty decision against us and by pushing to secure 
an equaliser, we conceded a second goal in the closing minutes. 
Despite losing this game 2-0, Rugby realised their improvement 
over the course of the season having lost 4-1 against the same 
opposition. We played in a more cohesive, fluid style. The 
following match against St Edwards, Oxford, Rugby responded 
with pride, taking a 2-0 lead after quick goals from Awosika and 
Howell in the opening half. Miller put the game to bed after 
Howells’ free-kick hit the bar, as he poked it into the net. Rugby 
finished the season against Bedford in style, putting a physically 
stronger side to bed with ease. Felix Tubbs opened the scoring 
giving rugby a 1-0 lead going into half time. In the second half 
Miller, Phillips, Pougatch and Anton all scored to give Rugby a 
5-1 win, making a very positive end to the season. 

My thanks as always to the staff coaches that helped ensure 
Soccer maintain its status and success within the school. The 
time given to coaching often four times a week was reflected 
in the success of the four senior teams during the 2015 season. 
My thanks also must go to the large number of parents always 
willing to brave wind, weather and long journeys to see their 
sons perform! The XI concluded yet another successful season, 
and having lost only one home game in 34 matches and losing 
only two matches in 28 over the past two seasons, next year’s 
XI squad will have another tough act to follow!

Colours during the 2015 season were re awarded to:
Tom Howell
Charles Welch
Joe Miller
Ed Anton 
Felix Tubbs

Colours were awarded to:
Sam Pougatch
Michael Odunsi
Josh Awosika 
Agnel Agbo
Henry Bradshaw
         

FHA

2ND XI
P10 W3 D2 L5 

The 2nd XI’s season started with a tough opening fixture 
against Berkhamsted. Having been dominated for much of 
the game, the team knew improvements were needed and 
everyone resolved not to repeat that kind of performance again. 
Sticking to their resolution, the team lost only one of their next 
four games – and they were also the only School team to take 
a victory away from the visit of Wellingborough. Tricky times 

SOCCER
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returned, but the boys showed much spirit throughout. Ben 
Hatton showed wisdom beyond his years in protecting the 
defence, and much of the team’s best play came through the 
skill and movement of Will Naul. Hugh Wrigley also deserves 
special mention for his excellent forward play. As the opposing 
coach from Abingdon put it: ‘He’s a class act’. It is a testament 
to the potential shown by a number of boys that movement 
between the 1st and 2nd XIs was relatively fluid, and I am sure 
that many of this team still have their best football to come.

PJB

3RD XI
P9 W3 D2 L4

The balance of the season tally does not really reflect the 
highs and lows experienced by all those in the 3rd XI this 
year. A number of players were rightly promoted to the 2nd 
XI as a result of their endeavours, not least the longest-serving 
captain, Harry Rawicz-Szczerbo, and Barnaby Preec, who got his 
promotion after scoring six goals with a poacher’s instinct. The 
highlight of the season has to be Richard Coombs’ screamer 
from the edge of the penalty area in the last seconds of the 
game against Magdalen College School to win the match. It 
was a wonderful moment of theatre. The win here gave the 
team the confidence to go on to win against St Edward’s, 
Oxford, the following week to finish the season on a high. 

AKC

4TH XI
P6 W1 D1 L5

The 4th XI had a frustrating season, with a number of narrow 
defeats, but the team also made a lot of progress, especially 
towards the end of term. Jonty Carr and Dan Peet performed well 
as part of a solid defensive line, with captain Craig McGuinness 
acting as playmaker in midfield. Phoenix Cronin and Will Carr 
provided plenty of attacking menace along the wide channels 
but the lack of a clinical finisher meant that few chances were 
successfully converted. The team finished with a tally of five losses 
(often by a single goal), a draw with Wellingborough and a well-
deserved victory over Bedford in the final fixture of the term.

BJW

U16A
P8 W2 L6
After a promising start, it was a disappointing season for the 
U16As. The team only lost by a single goal to a normally strong 
Berkhamsted side, and we easily beat Oakham 7-1 away, but 
the remainder of the matches this term were all losses. The team 
did not lose heavily (apart from the last match, against Bedford, 
which ended 6-0), despite the fact that the opposition generally 
played much better than them. The team gave Princethorpe a 
good thrashing, with a 7-0 win, and with most of the players 
playing out of position. Special mention must go to Callum 
McGuinness for being a reliable and consistent performer in front 
of goal, stepping in at short notice for our regular keeper who 
contracted glandular fever quite early in the season. Seb Somervail 
scored most of our goals – including 5 against Oakham – and 
Hamish Venters was my player of the season. 

JCE

U16B
P5 L5 
The U16Bs have had a tough season, losing all five of their 
matches. A number of other matches were unfortunately 
cancelled due to poor weather. The season started with a close 
game against Berkhamsted at home, but the team were just 
unable to score the winning goal. Tougher games followed 
against Abingdon and Radley where, led from the back by Ed 
Hawksworth and his powerful clearances, the team worked hard 
to keep themselves in play. Special mention must go to Felix Allen 
for stepping up to play goal-keeper and making some decent 
saves, especially in the last game against Bedford. The Bedford 
game proved to be the most enjoyable one, with some good 
goals by Ivan Zhevago, supported by Harry Kesterton and Huseyn 
Sultani. Griffin Shelton and Hugo Tailby-Faulkes also played well. 

OG

U15A
P8 W1 D3 L4 

This U15 team was characterised by fighting spirit and a never-
say-die approach to playing. Having lost their first match heavily 
to Berkhamsted, they then secured three strong draws against 
Oakham, Radley and Wellingborough, and then, after defeats 
against Abingdon and Princethorpe, they stirred themselves up 
to gain their only win of the season, away at Oundle, where the 
opposition coach graciously remarked how impressed he was by 
how the team had ‘thrown their bodies on the line’. Trailing 4-1 
against Bedford in the last match of the season, the team turned 
the final score to 5-3 after a late and exciting surge. The Oundle 
victory was impressive both because this was the best performance 
of the term and up to this late point in the season the Oundle team 
were unbeaten. The real cause of victory here was the defence 
finding a resilience and compactness which had eluded them 
in earlier matches. The second highlight of the season was the 
excellent comeback away at Wellingborough. Cometh the hour, 
cometh the man, and Chauncey de Los Santos, arriving from the B 
team with twenty minutes to go, with Cuban elan and the bustle 
of an old style centre forward, dragged his comrades back into the 
game through scoring a composed goal, setting up another, and 
generally causing fear and uncertainty amongst the opposition. 
Player of the season was central midfielder Jean-Charles Agbo, who 
combined great skill, speed, agility and balance with gritty tenacity, 
and who also scored three goals – the same number as de Los 
Santos and Tom Blood. Special mention also goes to Jacob Jaffa, 
who was an excellent goalkeeper. (And the ever-present Mrs Jaffa 
wins the title of supporter of the season.) 

JOS

U15B
P8 W2 D1 L5

The U15Bs got off to a very poor start with their 13-0 loss against 
Berkhamsted. After this, things started to improve as the team gelled 
together more and positions became more definite, and the team 
picked up a draw against Oakham the following week and then a 
win against Radley away. A series of defeats knocked the wind out 
of the team a little but they brought skill and drive together in the 
penultimate game of the season, against Oundle, where fantastic 
goals each from Charlie Hudson and Dom Cahill won the match 2-1. 
A disappointing final day of the season saw the team beaten away in 
a game which replicated the season as a whole – a strong comeback 
after a shaky start and then a few undeserved goals against them. 

PAB

 1st XI v Wellingborough 
 Page XX

   
 2nd XI v Wellingborough 
 Page XX
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1ST VII
P10 W9 L1

This season is one that will forever be proudly remembered by 
all the girls in the 1st VII – nine wins out of ten is a remarkable 
achievement. The VII are a talented group of netballers and 
all of them responded well to the coaching they received to 
improve their skills further. All their matches were competitive, 
fierce and feisty and each one was better than the last. The 
highlight of the term was the final fixture against old rivals, 
Oundle. The Rugby VII, already at a disadvantage because of 
injury, stepped onto court just moments after playing Sedbergh 
to face the tall and strong Oundle team. The first quarter was 
neck and neck, but the second quarter saw Rugby take control 
and really dominate the court. Rugby played impressively 
and, even though Oundle fought back hard, the opposition 
could not do enough to stop Rugby scoring a great 17-16 
win. More than any other of their other successes, this win 
stands testament to the team’s determination and hard work all 
season. 

The title of player of the season was awarded to D block Ella 
Sturley, who happily and skilfully played any position that was 
asked of her throughout the season. Special mention must go 
to captain Kate Broad, who finished her third and final season 
with the VII. Kate was always an integral player on the court 
over the past three years and captained the team superbly. 
Yasmin Walilay has steadily improved as a player throughout 
her time at Rugby. In her final year this year she became an 
established 1st VII shooter. Final mention must go to the 
dominant defence of Bobby Lawrence, Bea Lohn and Jaydene 
Robinson. Lawrence’s flying interceptions will be missed next 
year along with Robinson’s drive and experience as a national 
team player. 

The most impressive thing about this year’s VII has been their 
support of each other both on and off the court. They have 
played as a team and worked as friends throughout the whole 
season and this is probably the main reason for their success. 
I hope that the LXX in the team will take the same attitude 
forward into next year’s season. 

HEG 

2ND VII
P10 W8 L2

The 2nd VII had an extremely successful season. The two losses 
at the start of the term were incredibly close and these were 
followed by convincing wins against Uppingham, Cheltenham 
and Trent. The highlight of the season was definitely a tense 
match against St Edward’s, Oxford, which tested not only the 
girls’ skill but also their ability to work as a team. I could not 
have been more impressed by the girls’ commitment to this 
match; they fully deserve the 31-28 final score line. Training was 
always lots of fun and the girls’ enthusiasm here really helped 
lift even the coldest and darkest afternoons. Well done, girls, on 
a really good season all round.

RJF

3RD VII
P8 W4 L4

The 3rd VII had an enjoyable season and each player improved 
considerably throughout the term. The season began with two 
tough fixtures – and losses – against Oakham and Repton, but 
the team were able to demonstrate how capable they were in 
the middle of the season with some really strong wins against 
Uppingham, St Edwards, Cheltenham and Trent. Giulia Landi 
was a fantastic captain, leading by example with her enthusiasm 
and skill; she was also awarded the title of player of the season. 
Josie Cameron was awarded the title of most improved player; 
she was regularly picked out by the opposition coaches as 
an excellent netballer displaying admirable dedication and 
competitiveness. I hope that the XX members of the team 
enjoyed their final season of Rugby School netball and that the 
LXX members are already looking forward to next year’s season. 

EAT

4TH VII
P7 W1 L6

The 4th VII had a challenging season; they found themselves up 
against some very tough competition and had to work hard in 
every match. Individual performances across all positions on the 
court kept the games interesting over the course of the season 
and the girls were mightily relieved to finally secure a win 
against Trent in the second half of the Lent term. ‘Player of the 
season’ went to Lottie Simpson for her tenacity on court and 
Jessie Armbrister was awarded ‘Most Improved’ player for the 
commitment she showed in both training and matches.
 

STR

5TH VII
P7 W4 D1 L2

The 5th VII had an excellent season, losing only two of their 
seven matches. Particular highlights include winning 36-7 
against Trent and drawing 19-19 with Cheltenham. The match 
against Cheltenham was perhaps the most exciting one of the 
whole season: neck and neck until the last quarter, the final goal 
was scored in the closing seconds. The team also played a very 
competitive match against Oundle; although they lost (23-20), 
the girls put in a spirited performance and tried their very hardest. 
Rosie Marcus was named player of the season for her countless 
interceptions as wing defence. The award for most improved 
player went to Eliza Hilleary, who worked tirelessly as wing attack. 
Amelia Pheysey also improved throughout the season to become 
a key player as goal keeper, making many interceptions in the D. 
Milly McDermott also deserves a special mention for captaining 
the team so expertly throughout the season. 

GLD

6TH VII
P6 W4 L2
The 6th VII had an excellent season this year, with the highlight 
probably being the 42-7 win over the 4th VII from St Edward’s, 
Oxford, where the girls were utterly dominant. The matches 
against Bloxham’s 3rd VII and Oundle’s 6th VII were difficult, 
and illness meant both of these matches were played with a 

NETBALL
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depleted squad. Nonetheless, the girls managed to keep the 
scores level right up until the last quarter, losing both matches 
only in the last minutes. Everyone in the team significantly 
improved their netball skills over the course of the season. The 
title of most improved player went to Audrey Czernin. The title 
of player of the season went to Cordelia Kerner for her excellent 
timing and impeccable shooting. A number of the team leave 
Rugby this year, including Ellie Davies, Audrey Czernin, Immy 
Tailby-Faulkes and Bella Campbell – we wish them all well for 
the future. 

LJG

7TH VII
P6 W4 L2

The 7th VII had a strong season, winning four out of six 
matches. The highlights of the season include the narrow 24-
20 victory over St Edward’s, Oxford, after an incredibly tense 
match, and the comfortable 52-17 win over Princethorpe. The 
team had the added psychological challenge in various matches 
of playing against higher teams from other schools, but they 
faced each opposition with huge determination, especially in 
the centre, as evidenced by the strong attacking style of Shelby 
Matthews-Read. The most improved player in the team was 
Iona Gilby, who was immensely versatile on court, turning her 
hand to new positions with skill. The title of player of the season 
was awarded to Charlie Tuite-Dalton, whose unfailing positivity 
always spurred the team on. 

SHDS

U15A
P7 W4 L3

The U15As had a challenging 2014/15 netball season resulting 
in 4 wins and 3 losses. The team showed great spirit and 
determination throughout a number of tight, goal for goal 
matches. As a team and as individuals that have progressed 
immensely, and this will help contribute to the development of 
school netball in the forthcoming season. These improvements 
were evident in their nail-biting final match against Sedbergh, 
which unfortunately was lost by one goal, however the team’s 
unity and willpower shone through. Hebe Morley-Fletcher was 
awarded the most improved player and her hard work, positivity 
and fight never went unnoticed. The Player of the Season was 
awarded to Anastasia de Clermont who, as captain, continuously 
encouraged, motivated and supported her team. Anastasia 
displayed confidence in herself scoring under pressure, and in 
her team when working as an outstanding attacking unit. The 
U15As have displayed a high standard of netball which they will 
continue to develop in the 2015/16 season.

RA

U15B
P7 W4 L3

Despite a rather frustrating first match, the U15B netball team 
achieved a run of really good results in their next matches and, 
when scores were close, their competitive spirit and fantastic 
team-work ensured some very well-deserved wins. The defence 
of Lauren Wright, Alice Shone, Minna de Boinville, Kitty Bulmer 
and Izzy Cara worked really hard throughout every match. 
Georgia Martin, Marina Symington and Lulu James worked as 
a formidable team in the centre court to get the ball to our 
tremendously accurate shooters, Tilly Ponsonby and Flossie 

Rosser. Every member of the team had a very positive attitude to 
training and used skills learned to great effect in their matches.

Player of the Season Georgia Martin
Most improved player Tilly Ponsonby
 

JEO

U15C
P7 W6 L1

The U15C team had an impressively dominant season. The only 
loss suffered was on an incredibly windy Oakham court after 
only 1 training session at the start of the season. This defeat 
did not sit well with the team and they returned triumphant 
for a 33-4 victory at the next fixture. All members of the team 
were equally strong but the impressive shooting skills of Millie 
Beere and Rosie Clarke meant that over the season 172 points 
were scored whilst less than half of this was conceded overall by 
the defence. The team worked tirelessly in matches and were 
always gracious hosts to their defeated counterparts.
 

RJL

U15D
P6 W6 

The 15Ds had a superb season! They were the only netball team 
to remain unbeaten all season and this is a very impressive feat. 
Despite a valiant attempt from Oundle in our last game of the 
season to end their winning streak, the girls held onto their 
lead and won 25-22. Our defensive back line consisted of the 
excellent duo Isobel Bruce (GK) and Immy Holmes (GD); they 
were supported by our superb wing trio Amelia Bucknall, Harriet 
Church and Jenny Haslam. Our impressive centres Georgie 
Bibby and Ellie Shepherd helped to coordinate play with their 
admirable agility and speed. Our outstanding goal tally of 207 
goals was primarily scored by GA Hannah Sainty and she was 
expertly assisted by Zoe Ashby and Susannah Gimlette. Player 
of the Season was Hannah Sainty and the Most Improved player 
was Susannah Gimlette. Throughout the season, the girls were 
bubbly and energetic in training; and focused and supportive 
in matches. The girls won decisively, but were consistently 
gracious victors. Dr Hancox and I are very proud of them all!

ICM

U15E
P4 W1 L3

The U15Es started the season well with a strong win against 
Kimbolton, but sadly this was the only win of the season. 
They coped really well against Tudor Hall’s U16Bs in the 
second fixture, playing with a great sense of teamwork and 
fun throughout. Hermione Chadwick played especially well 
as she stepped up to her role as centre and captain; she was 
subsequently awarded the title of player of the match. Sarah 
Francis worked hard in defence all season, ably supported by 
Elena Cumming and Alicia Middleton who was the season’s 
most improved players. All three were good at moving around 
the court to play where they were most needed. Grace 
Macintosh and Alice Miller provided excellent support to the 
shooters, Georgia Geary and Anna Robinson. Robinson was 
awarded the title of player of the season. 

JLR

U14A
P9 W7 L2

The 14A’s had a fantastic season with 9 games played in 
total, they won 7 and only narrowly lost 2.  The shooters 
were phenomenal scoring 187 goal over the 9 games, with 
the defence working equally as hard to keep the oppositions 
scoring to just 119.

The squad consisted of Sarah Bibby, Harriet Fagan, Isabella 
Fowler, Freya Harrison, Georgia Levin, Kaitlin Mackintosh, Alysia 
Nimmo, Jika Nyirenda, Nush Salehi and Lulu Tritton.  They 
performed brilliantly as a team to progress through the regional 
tournament to become County Champions.

Player of the season was Jika Nyirenda, and most improved 
player Isabella Fowler.

CL

U14B
P7 W4 L3

The U14B’s had a great start to the season with a 14-6 win over 
Oakham.  The most memorable game has to be against Repton, 
where we won by just one goal 19-18.  It truly was a nail biting 
game but the girls fought hard and held onto the win.
Over the 7 fixtures of the season, the U14B’s won 4 matches 
and lost 3.  They scored 116 goals in total to the oppositions 
79.  The defenders, Freja Fuchs, Maddy Thompson Polly 
Reynolds and Olivia Jacklin played consistently well, taking 
advantage of the mistakes made by the opposition, and 
intercepting to create opportunities for the team.

Angharad Wylie, Alice Rees and Ava McNeil were excellent as the 
centre court players, feeding the ball into our shooting team of 
Issy Turner, Bethan Robinson, Georgia Burgess and Jess Young.

Player of the season was Freja Fuchs and most improved player 
Maddy Thompson.

CL

U14C
P8 W6 D1 L1
The U14Cs have had a good season this year. They were a great 
group of girls who worked well together as a squad and all of 
them made a lot of progress across the season both in terms 
of their basic netball skills and their ability to read a game. The 
team had an unbeaten season until the very last match, against 
Oundle, where they lost 21-10. This loss was a frustrating way 
to end the season but the girls have the chance next year to go 
for an unbeaten season – and I very much hope that they make 
this their aim!

MEB

U14D
P8 W7 L1

The U14Ds had an excellent season, with each player worked 
incredibly hard, and their efforts were reflected in some 
superb results. In the majority of matches, the team scored 
over twenty goals, although the real highlight of the season 
has to be the 35-0 victory over St Edward’s, Oxford. The team 
had a tough defensive base thanks to the agility of Joy Yu and 

tactical positioning of Angelica Fry and Zoe Nugent. As wing 
attack, Ellie Brockbank played a vital role in setting up goals and 
intercepting passes. Milly Pryke demonstrated her versatility on 
court by adapting to different positions, whilst Isobel Hobbs 
and Iona Craig moved swiftly around the court to deliver strong 
passes. The team nearly had an unbeaten season but sadly lost 
their last match to Oundle 18-12. 

MHP 

U14E
P6 W3 D1 L2

This season saw a mixed set of results for the U14Es but it was a 
season of continual improvement in confidence and skills. As a 
team, the girls worked hard to develop more accurate passing 
in the centre court, with Anna de Pourtales (player of the 
season) and Charlotte Whitney securely ensuring a swift flow of 
play. Ellie Van Laar also put in a reliable and skilful performance 
throughout the season, whilst significant efforts were made in 
defence by Catriona Ng (most improved player) and Emma 
Wheatland.

ADT

U14F
P5 W3 L2

With five fixtures during the season, of which we won three and 
lost two, the U14F players had a positive netball experience. 
All of our fixtures were Away, and the girls managed to keep 
up their spirits despite always spending at least one hour 
on a coach before being asked to face their opponent. The 
players were especially good at sharing the bibs and playing 
in more than one position, which was great for the team’s 
morale, flexibility and ability to compete after injuries had been 
sustained. All of the girls made considerable progress during 
the season, with the Most Improved Player award going to Ellie 
Griffin-Smith, and Player of the Season was awarded to Olivia 
Johnson-Hill. 

CAO and RPK
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1ST XI
P15 W9 D3 L3 

The XI enjoyed a very successful season this year, which saw 
excellent effort in every match from players who always had 
the spirit of cricket at the front of their minds. And nothing 
could have rounded off the a season more perfectly than the 
achievement of one individual – Robbie Povey – who cut his 
way in to the record books with 1027 runs at an average of just 
over 93. Povey scored three of the XI’s six centuries. Jack Rosser 
(captain) set the tone for the season with a half century against 
a very strong St. Edward’s, Oxford, in the first school match; 
and Lautaro Musiani scored the first century against a very 
strong opening attack from Rugby Cricket Club. 

At the start of the season, he XI successfully chased down 
222 to win inside 50 overs against a strong MCC side. Matt 
Taylor scored a century and shared in a 181 partnership with 
Povey who also took three wickets in the match. Excellent 
performances followed against Wyggeston and Warwick, with 
Povey scoring the first of his three centuries. The XI lost a 
tight match against Oundle but bounced straight back with a 
convincing performance against Stowe, almost chasing down 
242 in just under 50 overs. Old Rugbeians fielded a strong 
Meteors side but found Povey once again in imperious form: he 
notched up 150 not out in a match-winning run chase of 245 
in only 44 overs. Taylor showed his all-round capabilities with 
a three-wicket haul and dominating 57 runs against Magdalen 
College School, where the team recorded a resounding seven-
wicket victory off only 37 overs. 

The XI’s spirit for fair play was challenged greatly in the historic 
Marlborough match this year. Musiani demonstrated his class 
in accumulating a very impressive 139 in a meagre total of 
223 but this was sadly not acknowledged by even one of the 
Marlborough players out in the middle. Marlborough’s very 
impressive young Hampshire academy batsmen reached three 
figures in the Marlborough first innings and was met in the 
middle by not one but every single Rugbeian who shook him 
by the hand and congratulated him on his achievement. This 
single moment typified the XI and will be remembered by all 
that were present on the day. 

The XI returned to winning ways with another comprehensive 
eight-wicket victory over Trent at home. Most pleasing of all 
was the seven wickets shared between the three youngest 
members of the squad: Jonnie Fagan (2 for 19), Ed Beard (2 
for 18) and Ed Robinson (3 for 30) all bowled with control and 
penetration to restrict Trent to a total of 187. This was never 
going to be enough and a Povey 83 not out was backed up by 
Beard and Musiani both making 46 and 39 respectively. 
Rugby faced a very strong Malvern team in what was to be a 
fitting final week to the season. Malvern declared in searing 
heat on 239, leaving the XI 49 overs to chase it down. Povey 
anchored the innings with his third century of the season and 
probably the most impressive so far. His 122 not out along with 
a dashing 37 not out from James Cutter saw the XI chase down 
the target with a couple of overs to go.
 
Clifton College arrived for the two day finale on what was the 
last occasion seven of the XI would represent the School out 
on NBS. Povey (905 runs) entered the game with the chance 
to join the illustrious company of only four other Rugbeians 
in reaching the milestone of 1000 runs for the XI in a season. 
Clifton were restricted to 208 in 56 overs with Fagan and 
Mark Weaver the pick of the seamers. The left arm spin of 

Robinson and Johnny Woodhead gave Clifton very little to 
score off throughout. Rugby responded very positively in the 
first innings, posting 200 in only 45 overs. Clifton started the 
final day very positively and posted a total of 250, leaving 
Rugby 259 to win off only 45 overs. Povey was only 26 runs 
away from 1000 runs for the season and brought this up in 
impressive fashion with a cleanly struck boundary. The XI batted 
with great flare, with Taylor and Musiani both sweeping and 
reverse sweeping their way to a 46 run partnership in only five 
overs. The game looked like it was heading for the draw until 
Robinson boldly hit 11 off the first five balls of the last over, 
leaving six to win off one ball. But the fairy tale ending was 
not to be and the season ended with a draw in a competitively 
fought game between two excellent teams. 

Povey will receive many plaudits for his outstanding 
achievement in schoolboy cricket but this season should also be 
remembered for the positive and competitive cricket played by 
the whole XI throughout. Most importantly, the XI played the 
game in the spirit it should be played and were a credit to all. 

MJP

4TH XI
P3 L3

The 4th XI – the ‘Gentlemen’s XI’ – played their three games 
in a spirit representative of the finest traditions of the game. 
Indeed, although they lost all three games, I can confidently say 
that cricket was the winner every time. 

The season started poorly against St Edward’s, Oxford, 
who reached 205 for 4 off their 30 overs. Rugby could only 
managing 81 in reply. Away against Oundle, the team batted 
first and set them 83 to win; James Olliver was the top scorer, 
making 31. But Oundle replied comfortably, and with the loss 
of only two wickets. In the final game, against Stowe at home, 
the team batted well, reaching 137 for 4 in 25 overs, with 
Jack Beere scoring 21 opening the batting and James Olliver 
scoring a fast-paced 41. The team felt like this could be a win 
but not for the first time catching let them down and Stowe 
passed their score in 16 overs for the loss of two wickets. It have 
enjoyed coaching such a fine set of gentlemen and I very much 
look forward to next season.

RJB

U15A
P12 W4 D2 L6

After a highly successful and enjoyable pre-season tour to 
Dubai, the U15As had a good season with wins over Oundle, 
Repton and Leicester Grammar School. The best performance of 
the season came against Oundle with a tight display of bowling 
and some energetic fielding. This was then followed up with the 
bat and, despite losing an early wicket, the team managed to 
chase down 150 comfortably within 30 overs thanks to 56 not 
out from Will Hardman, who helped see the team home from 
number three after an early wicket had fallen.

The season ended with a two day trip to Magdalen College 
School for a T20 Festival. We played well in all four games, 
especially with the ball in hand, restricting our first three 
opponents to under 135. We were only able to chase the target 

CRICKET
 1st XI v Trent cricket 
 Page XX

   
 MCC v Trent cricket 
 Page XX
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once, however, due to the constant tumbling of wickets. Results 
worked in our favour though and we made it through to the 
third place playoff. After opting to field we were faced with a 
different approach by a strong Eton team with more aggressive 
intent. They ended their 20 overs on 156 and we never looked 
like getting there as we were bowled out for 78.

Henry Anton (SF)

U14A
P10 W4 L6

The U14A team enjoyed a solid season, displaying real 
development in skill level and cricketing awareness. Some 
excellent games of cricket were played, with four of the 
ten fixtures being decided in the final balls of the match. 
Frustratingly three of these went against us, including a last-ball 
loss to Bablake in the county cup. Narrow losses to St. Edward’s 
and Oundle were balanced by excellent wins against Repton 
and a very strong MCS side, although Warwick, Cheltenham 
and Trent proved too strong. Leicester Grammar and a good 
Stowe side were well beaten. 

Poor shot selection in tight situations and a high number 
of bowling extras cost us in the poorer performances, while 
wins were characterised by intelligent batting and bowling 
and the taking of only calculated risks. There was no stand-
out performer over the season, meaning that many had 
opportunities to contribute.

Highlights included Marcus Richards’s powerful 62 from 
54 balls against Repton, supported by Matty Coe’s game-
winning blows, and William Gardener bagging 4-24 against 
St. Edward’s. Consecutive game-changing partnerships from 
Cotton’s George O’Keefe and Jacob Drabble caught the eye, as 
did Ben Harris’s contributions with both bat and ball. This is a 
very promising age group with the potential and work ethic to 
succeed widely as they move up the school. 

AELT

U14B
P8 W7 L1

The U14Bs had an extremely impressive season, going on 
a seven match winning streak ended only at the hands of a 
high quality side at Trent. This was a team that liked to win 
big. Especially batting first, they would put up a big score and 
then approach the second innings with an attacking mindset. 
This nearly always led to the opposition being bowled out 
and winning margins of greater than a 100 runs. Key to this 
strategy were the bowlers: the pace and guile of Lea-Jones; the 
nagging accuracy of Robinson; the bounce of Roberts and the 
thoughtful guile of Thomas Myers. These victories, however, 
could not have been achieved without the batsmen. Arun 
Mehta brutalised the opposition from the middle order but 
the platform was often set by the captain Mick McKibbin who 
scored two impressive and well-judged fifties as an opener. The 
highlight of the season paradoxically came with the loss that 
ended it. Husnain Choudhary took his first wicket ever and was 
fêted to the sky by the rest – summing up this team’s spirit that 
was the real bedrock of its success.

PJB

U14 C 
P4 W2 L2

The season began and ended with eye-watering victories, but 
sadly the two fixtures in between were disappointing. Out of a 
squad of 19 players, all but one represented the team, with a 
number of boys promoted at some point to the B team. Most 
encouraging was the enthusiasm of the whole squad and the 
way in which the more experienced players helped those who 
were beginners to form an understanding of the game. Matches 
were played in a competitive but not over-bearing spirit.

Against St Edward’s our batsmen ran amok, with Angus Smith, 
the excellent captain for the term, scoring 54. Our bowlers then 
tore the opposition apart, with Smith again leading by example, 
claiming 3 wickets and Josh Seagon and Ollie Branston claiming 
2 apiece. The matches against Oundle and Stowe were lost 
through poor batting, with wickets thrown away; only Branston 
managed to form any sort of resistance against Oundle, scoring 
29. Finally, the game against Trent arrived, seeing three players 
making their debut. Seagon was Man of the Match with 42 runs 
and 5 wickets for 3 runs off his bowling. Nick Saunders supported 
him well with 30 runs and 2 wickets, but it was a splendid 
performance by the whole team with which to end the season.

APW/JOS/MAM

BOYS’ U16A
P2 L2

The team was captained by Jamie Harvey and comprised Ben 
Skailes, Tom Lovegrove, Fraser Ralston, Griffin Shelton and 
Callum McGuinness. Shelton deserves special mention as the 
most improved player. Harvey, who led by example throughout 
the season, won the U16 boys’ singles competition. Both 
matches played were close and the game against Oundle came 
down to the last set. Overall the boys trained well and showed 
plenty of promise for next season.

NDJ

BOYS’ U16B
P2 L2

This has been a short season for the U16Bs, with only two 
games because of public examinations. A game against Stowe 
was cancelled, leaving the team with two losses out of two. 
Special mention must go to the pairing of Hamish Venters 
and Huseyn Sultanli, whose determination and perseverance 
throughout the season were impressive.

OG

GIRLS’ COMPETITIONS

Eton 2015 

Eight girls travelled to the Independent Schools’ Tennis 
Competition at Eton College over a very hot weekend at the 
end of June. Plenty of good tennis was played, with all of the 
girls winning matches. Both junior pairs progressed into the 
main draw, with the first pair of Millie Hughes and Jika Nyirenda 
coming top of their group and progressing on to the last sixteen 
of the competition. Sadly they came up against top seeds 
Millfield and went out of the tournament at this stage. Having 
lost in the first round of the knock-out stage, the second pair 
of Aya Mekushina and Georgia Martin went into the shield 
competition, where they progressed to the semi-final, losing 8-6 
in a very closely fought match. At senior level the competition was 
tough but the second pair of Lydia Norton and Zenga Nyirenda 
managed an honourable second-place finish in their group in the 
plate competition. The senior first pair of Jamie Graham and Ocky 
Spray were our top performers, reaching the quarter-finals of 
the main competition. Sadly, they also drew Millfield and left the 
competition at this stage. Their top eight finish rivals the school’s 
best performance for at least ten years. 

AEGON Tournaments – junior girls 

In the AEGON Schools’ Tennis Competition, the U15 girls 
won all of their matches to become county champions before 
entering the regional knock-out competition where they won 
all three rounds to progress on to compete with the other 
top schools in the region – Bedford Girls’ School and Repton. 
Against Bedford, after the four singles matches and two doubles 
matches, the score was tied at 3-3. This led to a tiebreak 
‘shooutout’ to progress to the next round. Jamie Graham and 
Millie Hughes came from 8-5 down to win the tiebreak 10-
8. Against Repton, again the score was tied 3-3 so another 
shootout was required. Graham and Hughes played extremely 
well but Repton had the edge and won 10-5. As runners up in 

the Midlands’ Competition, the girls can count themselves as 
amongst the top eight teams in the country. 

KH

GIRLS’ 1ST VI
P6 W5 L1

The summer term arrived with the seniors already having 
secured success with a top eight finish in the National Senior 
Students’ Mixed Doubles Competition. Having been playing 
and training throughout the winter the girls were able to make 
a positive start to the season. In the inaugural Rugby School 
pre-season tournament the two senior girls won all of their 
matches to set-up an all-Rugby final before Lydia Norton and 
Ocky Spray were able to claim the title. Pre-season set the 
girls up nicely for the start of what would be a very successful 
term. The VI won all but one of their matches in a tough 
fixture card. Although they lost to Repton 3-6, the first pair of 
Spray and Jamie Graham managed to defeat the Repton first 
pair, something which has not been achieved in at least the 
last nine years. This victory also meant that the pair finished 
the season unbeaten. A particular highlight was the typically 
closely-fought match against Oundle which resulted in a 5-4 
victory to Rugby. With the match tied at 4-4 attention focussed 
on the battle between Rugby’s and Oundle’s second pairs 
who were themselves locked in a tie-break. Norton and Zenga 
Nyirenda showed impressive composure as well as skill to come 
from behind to win this showdown. It is testament to the hard 
work of all of the girls, as well as the patience and dedication 
of tennis professional Jamie Taylor throughout the year, which 
has allowed the team to performed so well this season. My 
thanks go to Milly Richards, who captained the team so ably 
and who demonstrated true leadership by continuing to play 
for the VI even in the midst of her A level examinations. It is 
with sadness that we say goodbye to Jamie Graham who leaves 
the school at the end of her D Block. She has played for the VI 
for the two years she has been at the school and her skill has 
made a tremendous impact on the sport. All those who have 
played with her will miss her not just for her talent but also 
for her great sense of humour and the interesting topics of 
conversation she brings to bus journeys! 

KH

GIRLS’ 2nd and 3rd VI 
P5 W1 L4

Of the five matches played by the 2nd VI, only one was a 
win, but it was in convincing fashion with a 7-2 defeat of 
Bromsgrove. There were several good performances during 
the term, with very close contests in the windy conditions at 
Repton and on a beautifully warm and sunny day out at Stowe, 
but the results went against us on both occasions. The 3rd VI 
have been more successful this season, winning three of their 
four matches, and performing to a high standard in some very 
competitive sets. The only defeat came in a very close run 
match against Oundle where it all came down to the final set, 
and the girls lost 4-5. All the girls have made much progress in 
their tennis this year, most notably with more aggression on the 
volleying, which was certainly lacking in the early part of the 
season. We look forward to welcoming those in the LXX back 
into the mix for next year.

RD

TENNIS

“the XI played 
the game in  
the spirit it 
should be  
played and  

were a credit  
to all”

1st XI
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GIRLS’ U16A
P3 W2 L1

After starting the season with a loss against a strong 
Uppingham side (3-6), the 16As had a very successful season 
with resounding wins against Oundle (8-1) and Denstone (9-0). 
In the final fixture, Lottie Harbottle (Tu) and Emily Bell (S) were 
unbeatable, winning all three sets 6-0. In training and on court, 
the girls were dedicated, competitive and fun and they will go 
on to continue to play some exciting tennis as they move into 
the Upper School.

KH

GIRLS’ U16B
P3 W2 L1

With public examinations on the horizon, the U16Bs might 
have been forgiven for letting their tennis slide this term 
as they concentrated on revision. But the team played an 
excellent season’s tennis, winning against Uppingham (5-4) 
and Denstone (8-1) and only losing against Oundle (6-3) after 
each pair went to deuce at least once. Anna Gibson played 
particularly well as one half of the first pair for all three matches. 
She is very calm on court and plays some nice sharp shots at 
the net. Toria Holland and Luella Inglis also played well to come 
up from third pair to play with Gibson at first pair for a match 
each. Denstone was an easy win overall, but each pair faced a 
tough challenge from the Denstone first pair, who kept them 
running across the whole court. I wish all the girls well with 
senior tennis next year.

RJS

GIRLS’ U15A, B and C 
A 
B P4 W2 L2
C P1 W1 L0

The U15A girls’ team had a very successful season, winning all 
of their matches this term. Millie Hughes and Georgia Martin 
made an outstanding first pair, remaining undefeated. The 
most exciting match of the term was against Oundle, where 
the result hinged on a match between Flossie Rosser and Alicia 
Middleton and their opposite pair, which Flossie and Alicia 
won in a close tie break. The Under 15 B team also had a good 
season, winning two out of their four matches, beating Repton 
6-3 and Bromsgrove 6-0, and narrowly losing to Uppingham 
4-5. Despite only playing one fixture this term, the U15C 
team were unbeaten, winning 6-0 against Uppingham. The 
mixed doubles match against Oundle was, as always, closely 
contested, with the As winning 7-2, Bs losing 3-6, Cs winning 
5-4 and Ds losing 3-6. All of the U15 girls’ teams have been 
a pleasure to coach this term; they are all teams with a lot of 
determination, chasing down every shot and making their 
opponents run for the ball. Well done on a successful season! 

GLD/JO

GIRLS’ U14A AND B
A P5 W3 L2
B P5 W3 L2

The U14 girls’ teams had a successful first season’s tennis at Rugby, 
with particularly notable wins for both teams against Bromsgrove 
and Stowe. The girls managed very well as injuries and absences 
throughout the season meant pairs had to be changed, and all of 
them showed fantastic teamwork to grind out some tough wins. 
We would like to congratulate the girls on a great first season and 
thank them for all their hard work and positivity. 

DB and RJF

“It is testament to the hard work  
of all of the girls, as well as the 

patience and dedication of tennis 
professional Jamie Taylor throughout 
the year, which has allowed the team 

to performed so well this season”
Girls’ 1st VI

 Eton 2015 
 Page XX

 Rackets v Haileybury  
 Page XX

 Tennis v Bromsgrove  
 Page XX
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In this minor recreational sport, it was wonderful to see the 
sheer enthusiasm and passion for basketball in this generation 
of players. The first squad, consisting of Ollie and Hugo Inglis, 
Will Barlow, Cameron MacLean and Oscar Chong, have proved 
themselves as a difficult side for the rival schools and won all of 
their matches except the last. They have worked hard on their 

skills and they have been rewarded with the title of being the 
most successful basketball team in the history of Rugby School. 
We can hope that the next generation of players coming 
through the school will meet, if not beat, their achievements.
 

ADH

BASKETBALL

Swimming has experienced a boost in dedicated trainers this 
year due to growing interest in the sport in the school and the 
continued growth of the Triathlon option. It remains difficult to 
arrange competitions against other schools since a number of 
the School’s best swimmers are unavailable due to other sport 
commitments but we continue to arrange fixtures when we 
can and are gradually becoming more competitive. There have 
been 3 matches this year, against Oundle (away) and Trent 
(home and away). Against Oundle the senior girls won their 

match with a huge contribution from Eve Williams who won 
both of her individual events and anchored the relay teams 
to two victories. The matches against Trent were close and 
enjoyable and featured wins for the junior girls and senior boys. 
Minor sport colours were awarded to Eve Williams and Alex 
Lawson-May for their contribution to swimming in the school.

BJR

SWIMMING

The school entered 2 teams in the Rugby Area Rounders 
Tournament for the first time this year. The winning team 
progress through to the regional tournament with a chance to 
play in the national tournament. Competition was tough from 
the local schools but our girls played well, and showed great 
team spirit. F Block finished 3rd in their league after winning 
2 out of their 5 games and scoring a total of 37.5 rounders. E 
Block finished 4th, winning 1 of the 4 games and scoring a total 
of 28.5 rounders. 

Across all age groups we had a total of 7 fixtures of which 
Rugby School won 4 and lost 3. The girls showed a great 
improvement in batting and fielding techniques over the term 
and seemed to thoroughly enjoy their involvement. There were 
some good team spirits and cooperation between the players, 
all enhanced by the introduction of rounders team shirts which 
were a welcomed addition to our sessions and matches!

MEB

ROUNDERS – TRINITY 2015

The season started as usual with the Radley Relays. Conditions 
were difficult but the whole team performed well, most notably 
the Intermediate 4x100 team who finished a close second with 
a very strong time of 45.6 seconds.

Our first block fixture took place at Bromsgrove. A full team put 
up a good performance and we finished a close second behind 
the home team, winning the intermediate boys junior girls and 
girls overall.

Our home fixture yielded the highest overall quality of any 
of the season’s fixtures. The team produced a solid set of 
performances but unfortunately couldn’t grasp an overall 
victory. Michael Suddaby’s 100m performance was eye catching 
as he executed the race perfectly.

Worcesster was perhaps the strongest performance of the 
season. Despite being during the public exam period, the team 
managed to win all but one section of the event, with large 
winning margins in both the boys and girls competitions.

The Achilles Relays took place at Iffley Road, the site where 
bannister ran the first sub 4-minute mile. Top sporting schools 
from all regions of the country attend the relays. The U16 girls 
team produced one of the best ever performances the school 
has seen. The girls had a spectacular run, winning the 4 x 100m 
title in 51.4 seconds, a new event record.

This time also smashes the current School 4 x 100m records 
at junior, intermediate and senior level. The girls also achieved 
a third in both the 4 x 200m and the 3 x 800m races. The 4 
x 100m team were Anna Robinson, Georgie Bibby, Artemis 
Denton and Anousha Salehi , very promising for the future as all 
of the girls are eligible for the same age group next year.

The grass track of Uppingham was the site for the last block 
fixture of the season. The team was full of spaces due to D Block 
and XX exam leave, but those who were there stepped out of 
their comfort zones and filled any event they could. No stand 
out performers as it was a real team effort.

Warwickshire schools Anousha Salehi 12.2 winning time. Aurelia 
Marcus won senior girls 100m and William Nestius-Brown 
winner of senior 400m in a new personal best of 52.2 seconds. 
Anousha went on to represent Warwickshire and to come 5th at 
the Mason Trophy with a new personal best of 11.93 seconds.

English schools cup home round, despite the tough conditions both 
of the boys and girls teams excelled and moved on to the second 
round. The girls team performed excellently, smashing the previous 
rounds score and will move on to the National Schools Final just 
after the end of term. Their score of 408 points was the 8th highest 
in the country and stands them in a very strong position for the final. 

Harry Sutherland (W)

ATHLETICS

Sports Day 2015

Our Poloists have had another challenging but very successful year. 
We have a good, solid core of committed players amongst whom, 
number some extremely keen, able, younger players, which bodes 
well for the future of Polo at Rugby School.

During the Lent Term, we play indoor, Arena Polo, with just three 
players in each team and matches were played against Stowe, 
Wellington, finishing the season with The Senior Girls National 
Championships and the Senior Schools National Championships, 
played at Rugby PC. We had successes all round, especially with 
the Senior Girls Schools Tournament, at Longdole, Cheltenham; 
12 schools took part and our team of Ellie Shepherd, Zoe Ashby 
and Lauren Wright played brilliantly in this knockout competition, 
beating Heathfield 2–0, St Swithin’s 3-0 and Tudor Hall 2-0 in the 
final round, to win the Championship. A week later, 2 teams entered 
the Senior Schools Championship, winning 3 and drawing 2 of their 
matches.

In the Trinity Term, we play outdoors on grass. We had fixtures 
arranged against Cheltenham, Harrow, Stowe, two against Oakham, 
the traditional Speech Day match against the ORs and the National 
Senior Schools Championship, at Kirtlington, Oxford. Sadly, some 

of these events were adversely affected by the severe rain storms 
during the summer. Again, we beat Cheltenham and Stowe but 
were beaten by 2 very strong Harrow teams. The Speech Day match 
v: the ORs proved a very hard fought game, with the School team 
ahead on goals until the last Chukka when, in a challenging finish, 
the ORs managed to score 2 goals to pull in front. A very successful 
season concluded with a magnificent finale at the National Senior 
Schools Tournament , at Kirtlington. We entered 2 teams in this 
knockout Tournament. In the Novice Section, Lauren Wright, Eliza 
Williams and Charlie Tuite-Dalton played 3 matches, finally beating 
Cheltenham 3-2, to gain overall victory. The Intermediate team 
comprising Hassan Usman, Ellie Shepherd, Alex Stasinski and Benjie 
Bradshaw, convincingly beat Stowe twice, drew against St Bart’s B 
team and then beat their A team to seal victory and, in winning the 
overall competition, they became proud recipients of The Malvern 
College Senior Schools Polo Trophy, first presented in 1995 – an 
outstanding achievement. A special mention must be made of 
Hassan Usman’s outstanding contribution which earned him the 
MVP award and title of ‘Outstanding player of the Tournament’. 

NHB

POLO
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1st Game:  
Rugby School v Dubai College
The tour party arrived in Dubai to a stifling 
38 degrees after an overnight flight from 
London. This made the morning training 
session a tough start for all. Needless to 
say there were not too many volunteers 
for a fully padded up net! The afternoon 
was a great opportunity to cool off at the 
water park and ready ourselves for the four 
matches ahead.

On the day of our first game we left the 
hotel early so that a proper warm-up 
could be had, as we all wanted to make 
the best possible start to our tour. 

We lost the toss and were sent into the 
field, which worked well as we avoided 
the worst of the heat. We opened up 
well with Will Hardman hitting the pitch 
hard and often causing problems for 
the batsmen. Will Gardener got rid of 
their best batsman with a very good ball 
after coming on first change and Marcus 
Richards took a great low catch at gulley. 

From that point on the bowlers continued 
to take wickets at regular intervals and 
their batsmen never really got going. 
Dubai College ended on a respectable but 
chaseable 109 for 9. Our batsmen started 
well; however, an early run-out meant 
that some rebuilding was required. Will 
Hardman smashed 38 from just 30 balls 
and was retired due to fears that he would 
end the game too early. We lost two more 
wickets but managed to finish the game 
with relative ease thanks to some late 
hitting from Marcus Richards. 

2nd Game:  
Rugby School v Elite Academy 
After the comfortable victory against 
Dubai College the previous day, we 
entered the following match day in high 
spirits. The Dubai Sevens venue was the 
next stop and a blistering 43 degrees was 
waiting for us at this ever-so-impressive 
venue. Rugby were put into bat against a 
good bowling attack that managed to get 
two early wickets in quick succession. With 
both opening batsmen out early Rugby 

needed someone to stay in and build a 
partnership. George Mallinson did just this 
and got a solid 28 before being bowled. 
Ben Harris and Edward Anthony got 
Rugby out of a sticky situation, scoring 31 
from the final 23 deliveries giving Rugby a 
total of 112 for 9. We started the second 
innings effectively with Ben Harris picking 
off the opening batsmen, pursued soon 
after by Thomas Farren with two wickets 
and Matthew Coe with a run-out. A strong 
sixth wicket partnership gave the Elite 
academy a narrow but deserved 3 wicket 
victory in the final over.

3rd Game:  
Rugby School v Zayed Academy 
Feeling fresh with the knowledge of 
what we needed to improve on from 
the day before, the team took the long 
coach journey to Sheikh Zayed Nursery 
Ground in Abu Dhabi. This time bowling 
first, having won the toss, Rugby started 
strongly with William Hardman getting a 
wicket in the opening over of the match. 
Not long after there was a breakthrough 

with George Mallinson getting a run-out 
and William Gardener taking a wicket 
through Will Hardman’s catch. Their fourth 
batsmen managed a total of 49 before 
getting caught by Henry Anton off the 
bowling of Tom Farren. Zayed Academy 
battled through ten overs before wickets 
started falling once again: a catch from 
Edward Anthony off the bowling of Marcus 
Richards, a stumping by Jacob Drabble off 
Henry Anton, an LBW for Tom Farren and a 
run-out (Will Hardman) were the highlights 
before Henry Anton completed the innings 
with another wicket. 

Rugby started their innings more positively 
than in previous matches with Oscar Holt 
and Henry Anton putting on 34 off 48 
balls. A powerful and engaging partnership 
then ensued between Henry Anton and 
William Hardman, with Henry Anton 
batting through 30 overs and completing 
a very well-deserved 50. Will Hardman fell 
short, getting caught on 40 of 37 balls. 
A quick-fire innings of 27 from Marcus 
Richards kept the team above the required 

run rate. Ben Harris finished the match 
with a four, with 2.6 overs left to spare.

4th Game:  
Rugby School v Desert Cubs
The last game on tour was floodlit which 
allowed us a morning off to take in a bit 
more of what Dubai has to offer. We went 
up the Burj Khalifa (the tallest building 
in the world) which, despite scaring 
half the team, provided a great photo 
opportunity for all and a great experience 
and memory of the tour. We were then 
allowed two hours free in the Dubai mall 
which was some greatly appreciated time 
to buy some souvenirs for family. From 
there we travelled back to the ground to 
collect bags and head to the ground for 
the final game. Will Gardener was given 
the chance to captain the side and lost 
the toss and Rugby were put into the 
field. The opening bowlers struggled to 
contain their batsmen despite Solomon 
Johnson-Hill bowling their opening 
batsmen early on. The Cubs scored at 
ten an over for the first six. With some 

improved fielding and some accurate 
bowling Rugby managed to tie them 
down and restrict the Cubs to 109 from 
their 20. Rugby got off to a good start 
thanks to some great shots from Will 
Gardener (23) at the top of the order. 
We were always on or above the run rate 
and Will Hardman (23*) and Hugh Oliver 
(14*) finished the game inside 17 overs to 
cap off a great tour. 

Overall the tour was a great success 
and was thoroughly enjoyable. The 
team enjoyed the victories but most 
importantly learned from the defeat. The 
tour provided some excellent experiences 
and brought the best out of everyone. 

I would like to thank the three members 
of staff, Mr Trelinski, Mr Brown and Mr 
Powell for making the tour a memorable 
experience, and for helping us to perform 
well on the cricket pitch and prepare us 
for the season ahead.

Henry Anton and Thomas Farren
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